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# # 4985240228 © MAJOR MASS COMMUNICATION

KEY WORDS: WRITTEN WORDS/ JAPANESE GAME SHOWS
MANISA PHONGPHROT: THE USE OF WRITTEN WORDS IN JAPANESE GAME SHOWS ON
TELEVISION, THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF. SIRICHAI SIRIKAYA, Ph.D., 138 pp.

This qualitative research paper 15 focusing on “the use of written words® in Japanese
television game shows. The purpose is 1o understand the significance of the use of written words,
This digital communication is using @ grammatical Siaiclure as well as an analogical communication
by the very nature of the written words themselves, imeracti'ng together with the images and sounds.

Results indicate that written.words ir‘;:the selecled Japanese Game shows studied here, are

graphics used for information, décaoration and phatic function purposes.

The use of written words can b classified in the following four functions:

1. identification

2 information

3. |nfﬂrm|n§ of game’s rule’. b 4
4 subtitle and stmulation ¥/

Written words in the m_lmmd-.Japaneagl.&mg_shows are codes that guide images and
sounds to follow the game's rules forming the heart of the show, It also supplies additional
information to the audience, and is designed 1o be easy to read quickly in a limited amount of time,
supporting the game show's format.

The signification of written words is created using graphic elements to lead feelings as
colors, movements and signs, shows, a-set.of.conventions-thal-takes its.influences from Japanese
cartoon or “Manga®. ‘The written word is.used to.anchor the image and sound, helps clarifying the
message by improving the understanding and raise the interest.

The wnitten words can also play difiecent rfoles depending on the timing of the use, on the
interaction they have with the images and sounds as well as with the audience’s environment. The
meaning will vary based on those changing circumstances. [t is, therefore, necessary lo consider

the purpose of the production to employ written words appropriately.

Feild of study __ Mass Communication Advisor's signature / B , A'u o

Academic year 2008
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