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# # 4986865735 : MAJOR THAI DANCE
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ORAWAN NUMCHAROEN : DANCES CHOREOGRAPHED BY  PRAPADAENG
CULTURAL CENTER THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST.PROF. SAVAPA VECHSURUCK, PH.D.
2809 pp.

This thesis aims at studying the history, special identity and concept of three
dances from the Mon tradition. They are newly choreographed by the Cultural Center of
Prapadaeng district, Samutprakam province. Research methodology includes
documentary, interviewing, observation of performances, and researchers training of
dances.

The study finds that these newly choreographed dances can be diveided into
four types: 1. greeting dance, 2. dance reflecting Mon identity, 3. choreography for
dance drama and 4. dance depicting Mon tradition : 1. Set free fish and bird dance,
2. Pitch and toss dance, 3. Swan and centipede flag dance.

Choreographic concepts of the three dances are as the followings. 1.Selection of
outstanding Mon traditions to become the basic designs, 2. development of dance style
by combining dance traditions of Thai, Mon and natural movements, 3. Using Thai
classical dance gestures to exemplify the text where there is a singing part and using
Mon dance tradition where there is a pure musical expression.

Newly choreographed dances of the Cultural Center of Prapadaeng district are
the transformation of actual traditions into dance form. This is a way to preserve Mon
culture which brings about their pride. And to develop dance knowledge of Mon in
Thailand.

Department  Dance SHINTS SOOI e isssisi
Field of study Thaidance Advisor's signature.... 57 ..... V M"L
Academic year 2007
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