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“..But think it enough that they use the word, as they imagine, in comman acceptation of that language; in which
they suppose that the idea they make it sign of is precisely the same to which the understanding man of that country apply that
name.”

“Itis true, common use, by a tacit consent, appropriates certain sounds to certain ideas in all languages, which so

far limits the signification of that sound, that unless man applies it to the same idea, he does not speak properly..”
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identical with x” is always true of y”
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1
“Some, let's say, a baby, is born ; his parents call him by a certain name. They talk about him to their friends.

Other people meet him. Trhough various sorts of talk the name is spread form link to like as if by a chain. A speaker who is on
the far end of this chain, who has heard about, say Richard Feynman, in the market place or elsewhere, may be referring to
Richard Feynman even though he can’t remember from whom he first heard of Feynman or from whom he ever heard of
Feynman. He knows that Feynman was a famous physicist. A certain passage of communication reaching ultimately to the man

himself does reach the speaker. He then is referring to Feynman even though he can’t identify him uniquely.”
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14
“HYPOTHESIS OF THE UNVERSALITY OF THE DIVISION OF LINGUISTIC LABOR: Every linguistic community

exemplifies the sort of division of linguistic labor just described: that is, possesses at least some terms whose associated
“criteria” are known only to a subset of the speakers who acquire the terms, and whose use by the other speakers depends

upon a structured cooperation between them and the speakers in the relevant subsets.”
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The indexical definitions given by Jones on Earth of “water” can be analyzed as follows: “water” is defined indexically as

whatever is identical in structure with the stuff causing this visual experience, whatever the structure is.

And the analysis for Twin Jones on Twin Earth is: “water” is defined indexically as whatever is identical in structure with

the stuff causing this visual experience, whatever the structure is.
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