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Thesis Title Family Structure and Parents'! Role (A Study of
non = paying patients in thé 'Departmen'b of Pediatrics

Chulalongkorn Hospital)
Name. Mrse Tuanchai Inthusoma’(Shewpakdee) -
Academic 1967

ABSTRACT

This thésis'aims at studying the family structure and the
role of parents of the pati.entsp who Received non-paic_i treatment at
the Department of RBediatrics, Chulalongkorn Hospital, This is an
attempt to analyze the structure of family, the economic and social

status of parents, theip role in raiging children and their care

for the sick children before secking help from the hospital,

The sm@le for this study consisted of 207 ':E_‘amilies of
the sick children who were admitted for free treatment of nonconta-
glous di seages during the period of March 5, through May 3, 1974,
The methods used imycollecting data :anluded clenical observation

and individual “interview of the motherss -

The analysis of the data collegted indicated that the
i‘amilies. of the patients were.in the léw income categorys The
parents had low education, ﬁostly at the elementary level (grade
L4); the mmber of the illiterate mothers was larger than that of

the fathers. The fathers took respohsibilit.y as family leaders and



T

breadwinners; the mothers stayed at home to look after the children.
For those mothers whe had to work outside, the_matemal relatives
were placed’ in charge of such duty. These kinfolks also had consi-
derable impact on the methers about kmoiledge of children rearing.
The study found that most patients were not treated with proper care,
they were fed with comdensed milk and lacked necessary prevention

of Tuberculosis, Diptheria; Pertussis, Tetanus, Polio and 'Small-p‘ox

diseases.

The %y the mothera looked after the children and the

relationship in the family both tended to make them fall sick,.

This study has no intention to prove any hypothesis. It
primarily ams at profiding description/of the socio=economic
condition of the 1ow¥ inceme families., The structure and characte-
ristics of the low income families, especially those of the non=-paying
patients have never been intensively studied beforcs The finding
of the study contribute additional knowledge about the Thai family
and provide guide line for a more intensive sociological study in

the future,
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