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Abstract

Local government is an' important foundation of a
democracy. It is a minute unit which is directly concerned with
the way of life of people. It is a system in which the people
elect representatiyes to manage the local business to meet
their néeds. Therefore the efficiency of loedl government
management and legislative control are direectly affected to the

local growth and development.

I'n Thailand, the municipality which is one of the
local government,|was established /by |the Municipality Act B.E.
2h76. Thi's Act has frequently been revised in accordance with
changes in social and political condition. The present structure
of the municipal government is adopted from that of the

naticnal government.



The parliamentary system of the municipal government
leads to be close relations between a Maycr Council and a
Municipal Council. The Mayor and his council are responsible to
and controlled by the ﬂunicipal Council which is a legislative
body. Conflicts between these two branc?es usually happen when

the ccuncilmen do not perform the function according to the law.

In order to cope with problems of the local government
and to promote ecomemicsand social growth at the local level,
/
cooperation between the Councilmen and the Mayor Council_ is

very essentiai, papticularly-in passing the annual budget bill.

This research intend to find out that the councilmen
of these three municipalities fighting each others for executive
posts. The minorlity group which is the oppositicn in the ccuncil
tries to exploit every oppertunity to force the executive to
resigm and the most —effective way to vote against the annual
budget bill. The law does not authorize the executive to dissolve

I

the legislative counecil when the budget was turned down.

According.tolthe lanswers of mayors 'and councilmen of
the three municipalities in the questionaires which were distributed
and direct'Interviews with' the ‘officials’of-in 'the Local Government
Divisicn, and Local Inspection Office as well as Municipal,Officials
of the three municipalities, the conflict are stemmed from power
struggle. Because most of the mayors and councilmen are businessmen
and enterpreneurs, they are by nature profit making-oriented

and use their positicn for private gain. Most of the councilmen



prefer to be member of the Mayor Council. Since they would

be given more authority and benefit. They would be authorized
to look after financial matter, recruitment, promotion of

the municipal. The structure of the officials and other
aspects of personmnel administration. They are also in charge
of constructions of public servicés. utilities which .culg
increase their popularity amcng the 1ecple. Therefore, the
opposition members _im the cougeil who do not have the
authority and benefit a3 the mayor and his council. Therefore,

they try very hardiinieyery means in order to tcpple dcwn

the executive.

The conflicts are also stemmed frcm the fact
that Municipality Act B.E.2496, according to the council can
dissolve the executive without taking too much trouble.
in case of disapprcyval of the budget bitl .the executive
will be ocut of power and cannot dissclve the legislator.

The thesis found that of;69.45 tﬁe correspondents excessive
said that the c¢ouncil havé been given.authérity and thought
that they used shis authority for their own venefit. 54.81 %
of them balisved that the law is unfair and 32.22 % of
correspondents believed that the executive brahch was

intervened by the ccuncilmen.

However, the executive in some case have proved
to be more powerful than the legislator because most of the

councilmen received a low level education and lacked e i:s:r



administration capacity. 4I1.90% of the correspondent believed
the low level of education leads tc inability of the legislator

to effectively control the executive.

The research find cut the suggestion that the
present Municipality Aet shguld be revised. As a matter of
fact the municipalities in Thailand has not gone through
major reforms moresthan O years, municipality does not
have to be immitated with that of national government.

One thing should be\kept in mind is the local government
should be formulated tco suit the local condition, so‘it
can render services effectively, from the suggestion in
the research should be €City Manager form, Commission Plan

or Fresidential System form of government.

I hope this thesis could be helpful in proposing
various ideas-in improving municiﬁalities in Thailand

in the future.
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