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ABSTRACT

The purpose ofjthis®study dis to investigate the influence
of exposure to mass‘media toward desired number of children among
-currently marriéd women in rural Thailand. Women's educational
level, husband income, current age, age at first marriage, place
of work and attitude toward family planning were applied as
conditioned vatiables. The data was obtained from "The Survery
of Fertility, Morp;lity and Family planning in Thailand" collected
by the Institute of Population Studies, Chulalongkorn University
in 1979, and this study used some data of a partial of currently
mar;ied‘gomen: \

It.wa;\foundvthat in=rural Thailand exﬁosure to.mass media
was negatively related to women's desired number of ch?ldren.
Women | who exbose more mass media has’a smaller desired number of
childreq and vise ve}sa. It confirms the hypothesis of the study.
After controlled for conditibned variables : educational level,
husband income, current age, age at first marriage, place of work,

attitude toward family planning; the results show the same relation-

ship between exposure to mass media and desired number of children.



When each type of mass media : radio, newspaper and television,
was studied separately. The results show that radio is the mass
media that influence the desired number of children of women in rural

area. Newspaper and television show no significance impact on the

desired number of childre ral area. This might be

because of the avalabil f J 21 elevision is so limited

iorﬂmlpouseholds have access

to newspaper emdx‘I - o g

source of data . ass \ i es only frequency

3 limitation of the
to each particu fia 10 ype of program or content
It ca ‘ path& : edia has influence

- o
on the desired i : - al Thailand. The

results show that io i fEC mass media that effect

ﬂ‘lJEl’WIEWl‘ﬁWEI']ﬂ‘i
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