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(Abstract)

Project Code : TRA 3880001

Project Title : Research and Training : The Cooperation
Between Thailand and Malaysia on Joint
Development Area in the Gulf of Thailand

Investigator : Dollaya Tiantong

- E-mail Address : dollaya9@yahoo.com

“Project Period :  September 1999 - October 2001

Keywords : Thai, Malaysia, Joint Authority,

Continental Shelf, Gulf of Thailand

Thailand and Malaysia agreed to conclude a
cooperation project on Joint Development Area ( JDA ) in
order to solve the problem of overlapping continental
shelf area in the Gulf of Thailand. In 1958, the Geneva
Convention allowed two countries to claim extreme interest
on the continental shelf; as a consequence, the problem of
overlapping claims of territorial waters become an issue.
Thailand and Malaysia agreed to negotiate to solve this

_problem. The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 1979 was
- “signed by the govemments of Malaysia and Thailand for mutual
- interest, with due considerations of economic, security, and
: ‘political interests. There were, at least, three factors that led to
this cooperation: the energy crisis , the expansion of communism
in southeast Asia, and the active terrorist threat around Thai-
Malaysian common border. Since, the MOU was signed in 1979,
several operations were concluded. The normal operations of
the JDA have been based on the organized Thai-Malaysia joint
authority established in 1990.
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1) Y.Bhg Tan Sri Datuk Abu
Talib bin sz
2) Y.Bhg Tan Sri Dato’
Mohd Hassan Marican
(President/Chief Executive
Office)

3) Y.Bhg Dato’
Dr. Samsudin Hitam
(Director General,
Economic Planning Unit)
4) (Head of Advisory &
International Law
Division, Attorney-
General’s Chamber)
5) Y.Bhg Dato’ Ahmand Fuzi
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(Deputy Secretary General 1,
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1)  auYeN L‘%quﬁm (mﬂwa)

UsesmammniAms (Chief Executive Officer-CEQ)
2)  En. Ismail Sulaiman (uniaids)
seslsEonamnmEms (Deputy Chief Executive)
3) 939790 WIATNIIN (Pulne)
rgﬁﬂm‘sﬁ’mﬁﬁ‘n (Manager of Exploration)
4) FEu. Bakarudin Sulaiman (auniaide)
éﬁ’ﬂmiémﬂguma (Manager of Legal)
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6) En. Hila Ludin Abu Hazim (muniais)
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1) Mr. Ismail Sulaiman (Petronas) AvLaLdy
ﬂszmur«;nmrw'?;uﬁ‘smﬁ (Chief Executive
Officer-CEQ)
2)  WIENNAW waduns (nsumiwennsesdl) aulne
seaUsE MRV (DCEO)
3) Mr. Ali bin Md. Shariff AuNLaLTe
(Petronas)
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(Exploration & Production Manager)
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(Assistant Exploration & Production
Manager)

7)  Mr. Abdul Wahaad Mohamed AuNLELTY
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PSC Audit Manager)
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weeumw 5.2 usmegBaniiuen luulasdiie A-18

© BLOCK A.13 (agpros. ares 2940 g brm ) JOINT DEVELOPMENT AREA (JOA)
1. PCTRONAS CARICALI (JDA) SON. BHD. .
0% feronry; ;
L TRITON O(L OOMPANY OF THARAND (JOA) LTD
#09.5% fatereat);
L TRITON OIL COMPANY OF THADLAND
5% baterenr)

Sitbatar. _ BLOCKE17
CARICALI-TRITON OPERATING COMPAKRY SO BEHD. 8 .
. €CTOC) 3

fan: USul5e91n Malaysia-Thailand Joint Authority, Progress
Update in the Joint Development Area (JDA) (March

2001), p. 12.
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UAUNIN 5.3 uamrdﬁei’wtﬁwm’luuﬂméﬁw B-17 waz C-19

JOINT DEVELOPMENT AREA (JDA)

BLOCK B-17

BLOCK C-19 _

© BLOCKS B-17 (3,740 sq.km.) and C-19 (570 sq.km.)
(approx. total srea 4,310 sq.km.)

1. PETRONAS CARIGALI (JDA) SDN. BHD. (50% fnterest)
2. PTTEP INTERNATIONAL LTD. (50% {nterest)

QPERATOR
CARIGALI-PTTEPI OPERATING COMPANY SDN. BHD.
(CPCC)

a: USuusenn Malaysia-Thailand Joint Authority, Progress
Update in the Joint Development Area (JDA) (March

2001), p. 12.
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L4 LI 4 s
BTN 5.4 uammsﬂwmtm\ammmﬂuuﬂmﬁwn B-17 way C-18

To date, 29 wells were drilled.
-l 216 wells in Block A-18.

=13 wells in Blocks B-17 & C-18.
=Total footages drilled 261,146 feet.

BLOCK B8-17

30 KM

"?;m:_ USudssin Malaysia-Thailand Joint Authority, Progress

Update in the Joint Development Area (JDA) (March

2001), p. 14.
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To date, 29 wells were drilied.
=18 wells in Block A-18.
=13 wells in Blocks B-17 & C-18.
=Total footages drilled 261,146 feet.

AMARIT,
X LENGKA
0
e J e -
° M0

badorea

{7 HOHARTEN

Yl
BLOCK C-19

Ciid e

30 Knt f

faon: USuusean Malaysia-Thailand Joint Authority, Progress

Update in the Joint Development Area (JDA) (March
2001), p. 12.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
' ON
THE DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL
SHELF BOUNDARY IN THE GULF
" OF THAILAND AND IN THE SOUTH CHAINA
SEA BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF
THAILAND AND MALAYSIA 1972

Officials of the Malaysia Government and of the
Royal Thai Government met in Bangkok on Monday
4th , Tuesday Sth and Wednesday 6th September 1972 to
negotiate the delimitation of the continental shelf
. boundary between the two countries in the Gulf of
* Thailand and in the South China Sea.

The Royal Thai Delegation -consisted of person
whose names are in the attached I and the Malaysian
Delegation consisted of person whose names are in the
attached schedule IL :

The two Delegations met in an atmosphere of
friendship and cordiality befitting the close cooperation
between the two countries and have agreed as follow :

(1) The boundary of the continental shelf in the
Gulf of Thailand and in the South China Sea between
Malaysia and the Kingdom of Thailand shall consist of
straight lines joining in the order specified below the
points “-whose co — ordinates are :

(i) Latitude 60° 275 N
Longitude 102° 10°.0 E

(ii) Latitude 60° 27°.8 N
" Longitude 102° 09°.6 E



244 ' MANUIN .

(iii) Latitude 60° 50".0 N
Longitude 102° 21’ 2 E

and thence shall be drawn to a point or points to be
further determined in the future between Thailand and
Malaysia and finally to the common point of the
continental shelf boundaries of Thailand , Malaysia and
South Vietnam, which point remains to be determined
by agreement between the three countries concerned.

(2) The co — ordinates of point (ii) above have

been determined by reference to a point whose co - .°

ordinates are Latitude 6° 16’.6 N Longitude 102° 03’8 E,
this point being the former position of Kuala Tabar
under the Boundary Protocol annexed to the Treaty
between Siam and Great Britain signed at Bangkok on
the 10th March 1909 .

(3) For the purpose of this Memorandum of
Understanding, the co — ordinates of the points specified
in paragraphs (1) and (2) above are geographical co —
ordinates derived from the British Admiralty Chart No.
3961 and the boundary lines connecting them are
indicated on the chart attached as the Annexure to this
Memorandum of Understanding.

This Memorandum of Understanding will be
referred by the two Delegations to their respective
Governments with a view to the conclusion of an
agreement in respect of the aforementioned matters.

DONE in duplicate at Bangkok this 6th day of
September 1972.

( Vija Sethaput ) (Tan Sri Mohd. Salleh b. Abbas )
Leader of The Leader of the Malaysian
Delegation Delegation
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. List of Thai Delegation

Mr. Vija Sethaput
Under — Secretary of State for National Development
in charge of the Ministry of National Development.

Mr. Saman Buravas
Director — General of the Mineral Resources
Department, Ministry of National Development.

Mr. Suban Sawetamal
Acting Director — General of the Treaty and Legal
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Major General Chumphon Kulkasem
Royal Thai Survey Department,
Ministry of Defence.

. Rear Adiral Viratana Sarindu

Deputy Director of the Viratana Sarindu Hydrographic
Department, Royal Thai Navy, Ministry of Defence.

Mr. Chuanga Ridhiprasart
Deputy Director — General of the Department of Local
Administration, Ministry of Interior.

Mr. Pisoot Sudasna

Deputy Director — General of the

Mineral Resources Department, Ministry of National
Development.



246 meaauing.

8. Colonel Banlang Khamasundara
Techical Officer,
Royal Thai Survey Department,

9. Mr. Kamchorn Sathirakul
Director of Tariff, Department of Customs,
Ministry of Finance.

10. Commander Swarng Charernphol RTN
Special Grade
Fishery Officer Department of Fishery,
Ministry of Agriculture.

11. Colonel Amphon Uamphring
Chief Geographic Mapping Division,
Royal Thai Survey Department, Ministry of Defence.

12. Mr. Sudhee Prasasvinitchai
Chief, Legal Division, Treaty and Legal Department, -
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

13. Mr. Kriengakdi Sirimongkol
Chief, Treaty Division, Treaty and Legal
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

14. Mr. Thanuwongse Sutarasuwan
Treaty and Legal Department,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

15. Mr. Suchinda Yougsunthow.
Treaty and Legal Department,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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IL. List of Malaysian Delegation

L.

7.

8.

9

Tan Sir Mohd. Salleh b. Abbas
Solicitor — General, Head of Delegation for
Continental Shelf / Territorial Waters’ Team.

Mr. Abdul Aziz b. Hj. Mohd. Ali

Deputy Secretary — General, Ministry of Primary
Industries, Head of Delegation for Land Border’s
Team

Tan Sri Hj. Yatim b. Yahya

~ Director — General, Department of Survey.

Mr. Mod. Yusof Lamin
Assistant Director — General of National Mapping,
Department of Survey

Mr. Tan Peng Seng
Acting Director of Topography,
Department of Survey.

Mr. Hashim Abdullah,
Chief Cartographer, Department of Survey.

Lt. Cdr. Thiru Chandran
Ministry of Defence

Miss Halilian Yusof
Federal Counscl Attorney — General’ s Office

Mr. Tan Koon San
Ministry of Foreign -Affairs.
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AGREED MINUTES OF THE MALAYSIA — THAILAND
OFFICIAL’S MEETING ON DELIMITATION OF THE
CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY BETWEEN
MALAYSIA AND THAILAND IN THE GULF OF
THAILAND AND IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

27 FEBRUARY - 1 MARCH, 1978
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

INTRODUCTION

1. A Meeting of Malaysian and Thai officials was
held from 27 February to 1 March, 1978 in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia to continue discussion further to the Memorandum
of Understanding between the Government of Malaysia and
the Government of the Kingdom of Thailand on the
Continental Shelf Boundary in the Gulf of Thailand and in
the South China Sea signed at Bangkok on 6 September,
1972,

2. The lists of Delegates appear as
Annexes A and B
AGENDA

3. The adopted Agenda appears as Annex C.
SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS

4, The Thai Delegation expressed the view that the
determination of a point or points further to the line which
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appeared in the Memorandum of understanding, signed at
Bangkok on 6 September 1972, shall be made in accordance
with the provisions of the Geneva Convention on the
Continental Shelf 1958 and the said Memorandum of
Understanding taking into account of the existence of the
LOSIN Island for the purpose of delimiting the Continental
Shelf boundary between Thailand and Malaysia.
Consequently, the Continental Shelf boundary lines further
to the said Memorandum of Understanding shall be straight
lines joining the following co-ordinates:

Agreed Point ~ N6° 50’ 00” E102° 21 12
Point T 1 N6° 53’ 00” E102° 34’ 00”
Point T 2 N7° 03’ 00” E 103° 06’ 00”
Point T 3 N7° 20" 00” E 103° 39’ 00”
Point T 4 N7° 22" 00" E 103° 42’ 30"

5. The Malaysian Delegation expressed the view
that, taking into account Article 6(2) of the Geneva
Convention on the Continental Shelf 1958, the continental
shelf of Malaysia, further to the three points agreed to in the
above-mentioned Memorandum of Understanding, should be
delimited by the straight lines joining the following co-
ordinates:

Agreed Point N 6° 50" 00” E102° 21/ 12"
Point M1 ° N7° 10" 15" E102° 29’ 00”
Point M 2 N7° 49" 00” E103° 02’ 30"
Point M 3 N6° 48 15" E 104° 30’ 00”
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6. The Malaysian Delegation also informed the
Meeting that, based on the above points M1, M2 and M3
which were defined by the Malaysian government in 1968 in
the absence of any agreement then, it had  given out
exploration and production concessions to ESSO
EXPLORATION as early as 16 April, 1968.

7. The Thai Delegation stated that such concessions

had no legal binding effect on Thailand with regard to the
Continental Shelf boundaries between Thailand and -

Malaysia, since they were unilateral acts on the part of the
Government of Malaysia. The delimitation of Continental
Shelf boundaries between two adjacent or opposite States
must be subject to Agreement between the States concerned.

8. The Malaysian Delegation took note of paragraph
7 above. The Malaysian Delegation expressed non-
recognition of the unilateral declaration made by the
Government of Thailand as announced on 18" May, 1973
prescribing the continental shelf of Thailand on the Gulf of
Thailand section in particular with respect to the line joining
points 14 and 15 as contained in the map annexed to the
above-mentioned announcement.

9. The co-ordinates referred to paragraphs 4 and 5
above as shown on the British Admiralty Chart No. 2414
appear as Annex D.

10. The two Delegations recognised that the
delimitation of the continental shelf in the Gulf of Thailand
and in the South China Sea, as proposed by their respective
Delegations, would result in an overlapping area. They also
agreed that this subject should be further discussed with a
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view to finding a mutually acceptable solution as early as
possible.

11. The Two Delegations further agreed that the
~ determination of points beyond the three points agreed to in
. the above-mentioned Memorandum of Understanding shall
~ be made in accordance with the provisions contained in the
“ Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf 1958, in
particular Articles 6(2) and Article 1.

12. The two Delegations agreed to recommend to
their respective Governments to convene the next Meeting
. for further discussion on this subject as soon as possible in

~ Bangkok, Thailand on a date to be communicated through
diplomatic channels.

13. Pending determination of a mutually acceptable
boundary line of the continental shelf in the Gulf of Thailand
and in the South China Sea, the two Delegations agreed to
recommend immediately to their respective Governments
that no exploration and/or exploitation of the non-living
resources be carried out in the above-mentioned overlapping
area. The decision of the two respective Governments in
this respect shall be communicated to each other through
diplomatic channels as early as possible.

14. The two delegations were of the view that the
Meeting had afforded them an occasion to better understand
their respective points of view on the subject.

15. The Meeting was held in the usual atmosphere of
- friendship and cordiality.



Members of the Thai Delegation

1.

MALYSIA-THAILAND OFFICIALS’ MEETING
ON DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL

SHELF BOUNDARY BETWEEN MALAYSIA AND
THAILAND IN THE GULF OF THAILAND AND IN

THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
27™ FEBRUARY - 1T MARCH, 1978,
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

Mr. Pisoot Sudasna,

Chairman of the Thai Delegation,

Director-General, Department of Mineral Resources,
Ministry of Industry.

Dr. Rongpet Sucharitkul

Vice-Chairman of the Thai Delegation,
Director-General, Treaty and Legal Department,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Rear-Admiral Rojana Hongprasith RTN - member
Deputy Director, Hydrographic Department,
Royal Thai Navy, Ministry of Defence.

Commander Swarng Charernphol RTN - member
Deputy Director-General, Department of Fisheries,
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives.

Major-General Banlang Khamasundara - member
The Specialist, Royal Thai Survey Department,
Ministry of Defence.
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6. Mr. Kamol Sandhikshetrin - member
Permanent Legislative Councillor,
Office of the Juridical Council,
Office of the Prime Minister.

7. Dr. Prajit Rojanaphruk - member
Chief, Legal Division, Treaty and Legal
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

8. Commander Thanom Charoenlaph TRRTN - member
Chief, Tide and Current Section
Oceanic Division, Hydrographic Department,
Royal Thai Navy, Ministry of Defence.

9. Dr. Somboon Chalermsri - member and Secretary
Chief, Treaty Division, Treaty and Legal
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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MALAYSIA-THAILAND OFFICIALS’ MEETING
ON DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL
SHELF BOUNDARY BETWEEN MALAYSIA
AND THAILAND IN THE GULF OF THAILAND
AND IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
27™ FEBRUARY - 15T MARCH, 1978
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

MEMBERS OF THE MALAYSIAN DELEGATION
1.  Mr. Zakaria bin Mohd. Yatim,
Head of the International Law Division,
Attorney-General’s Chambers.

2.  Y.B. Datuk Harun bin Ariffin,
Secretary-General,
Ministry of Land and Regional Development

3.  Y.B. Datuk Paul Foo,
Director General of Survey, Peninsular Malaysia
Director of National Mapping, Malaysia,
Directorate of National Mapping.

4. Y.M. Raja Jaafar bin Raja Musa,
General Planning and socioeconomic Research Unit,
Prime Minister’s Department.

5.  Mr. Hashim Abdullah,
Chief Cartographer,
Directorate of National Mapping
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6.  Mrs. Heliliah Yusof|,
Senior Federal Counsel,
Attorney-General’s Chambers.

7.  Mr. N. Parameswaran,
Principal Assistant Secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

8.  Major (Navy) Mak Siew Wah, RM.N.,,
Staff Hydrographic Officer,
Royal Malaysian Navy,
Ministry of Defence.

9.  Mr. Rastam bin Mohd Isa,
Assistant Secretary,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

10. Miss Yeoh Wee Siam,
Federal Counsel,
Attorney-General’s Chambers

11. Captain (Navy) Sharom Abas, R M.N,,
Royal Malaysian Navy,
Ministry of Defence.

12. Mr. D.S. Dhillon,
Exploration Manager,
Petronas

13. Mr. Mohamad bin Haji Said,
Legal Advisor,
Petronas
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MALAYSIA-THAILAND OFFICIALS’ MEETING
ON DELIMITATION OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF
BOUNDARY BETWEEN MALAYSIA
AND THAILAND IN THE GULF OF THAILAND
AND IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
27™ FEBRUARY - 15T MARCH, 1978
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA

(Agenda)

1. Adoption of Agenda.

2. Opening Statement by :-

(a) Leader of the Malaysian Delegation.
{(b) Leader of the Thai Delegation.

3. Continuation of discussion further to the
Memorandum of Understanding between the
Government of Malaysia and the Government of
the Kingdom of Thailand on the Continental Shelf
Boundary in the Gulf of Thailand and in the South
China Sea, 6 September, 1972_.

4. Any other business.
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