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Notes on Sir., R, Holland's Audience with H.M.the King of Siam (En-
closure 1¢of Mr. Dormer to Sir., Joune Simon Letter, D, March 3,1934

Recieved Harch 3)
o

o e Aq = ar =
(PR3N ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂimﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ WNEI 0 TT SN NGRS, 0. 371/18206)

I saw thatathe first revolution was imevitable. I knew it
was cowing, The peopleswho were sent home for education were notw
the_same clags @8 ingformer days., There were not sufficient posts
for them to fill. o For this reason the body of discontent grew. The
buble was inflated to the bursting-point. Then came the economic
depression, The clique that was in poésession of remunerative of-
fices wags diseredited and had to be ousted after the change was
made, Phya Mano failed as a ssateman. He consulted me, but he didxa .
take my advice. He was singularly ighnorant of popular fuling. He
removed from office individials who had taken part in the revolution,
not for that reason, but because he wantcd to replace them by others
more efficient, He refused to employ propaganda .to explain his ains
and policy, and he disregarded warning as to the dangers which
threatened hig Administration. IHis coup d' Eitat in dissolving tie
Assenmbly was effected in spite of my remonstrance as to the probable
effects., So he"was outwitted by Phya Bahol, wliose governmernt was
of course, puretymiditarist. Thenpcame the recent upheaval. You
may not know that there were two movements in progréss at the same
moment; one whithin Bangkoks+the other outside., ! The ' first, which
represented genuine discontent with the method of Thya Bahol'’s pariy.
would have, won if ity had neol been [forestalled and huwperedpby the
effort of PrinceiBavordej. Mosmovement which had for its apparent
object the restoration of the old regime could possibly succeed. It
was foredoomed to failure, and for that reason I was strougly oppoeood
to Prince Bavorade] or any member of the Princely order heading Suck
a movement, If prince Bavorade] had abstained, the force of the

moderate party would certainly have gained the upper hand in Bangioi-.
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and recent history would have been different. My.own part was ohe
of great difiiculty. I was bitterly reprcached for not having coxe
to Bangkok and placed m&self at the head of the so-called Royalist
party. What good would that have done?. I should have been a pawn
in the hands of any party that could control my movements. 1 should
have descended into the areana of politicse. I might have imperilled
the existence of the monarchy. My decision to go to 3Singgora was
taken at a moment®s notiee.s I think event have proved it right,
but it has been g most #rying and wearing time. I have been re-
proached on all sides, woth for what I have done and for what I
have not dorne. «+In Eangland they say the King can do no wrong. In
Siam it appears helcan do nothing right. The government suspected
my every actioniand @discourteously disregarded my offers of media-
tion. They would have accepted them 1f things had seem to be going
agaiﬁst them. But as seon as they felt they had the upper hand,
they wanted no intervention from me. DBut I think that what has
happened has cleared the air.  The general position has improved.
Phya Bahol is loyal and ‘sensible, but he is surrounded byfanatical
young man. B&ven they, however, perceive that at the moment the
King is a necegsary future in the Oonstitution, and I think the
belief is gaining ground that I am absolutely bpposed to ény at-
tempt to reinstate the ablolute monafchy,= That dis/ quite impossi-:
ble. There are elements of hope in the present . situation, The
elections were fairly conducted and the persons~chosen, I believe,
represent the peoplels choice. Theys have already shown that they
are not animated by ‘extremel democratic views,.and éven an adherant
of Luang Pradit, .who was eleeted for Bangkoi, has declared that the
means to represent the view of the people who chose him and is not
goingy to follow glawvishly  uang Pradit's behestsg | Therewisya con-
sIderable body of feeling against Ihang Pradit i1 the| new Assembly;
among the soldiers, of course, because they fear that Luang Pradit
may oppcse budget demands for the arm&, and among others because
they suspect Luang Praditfs communistic views. Hence Tumang Pradit,

finding that his following is in a minority, has asked for a formal
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enquiry to decide whether he is.a Communist or not! One elected
nmember of the Assembly, Phya Devahastin, had already showm a cana-
city for independent thought, and has attracted to hinsclf a folu
lowing not merely from among the elegted mémbers, but from among
the noninated members also. That isswhy I think that the outlock

has improved since the new Assembly came diwnto being.

Wow I feel that the situation will be eased if I absent my-
self for a time from Sia g 'If I remain in the country, but am
away from Bangkek, I ean exercire hardly any control or iniluence,
and my name may bel talkén du vain by counspirators against -the pre-
sent government. If I stay in Bangkok, I am a target of complaints,
and discontented gpersons will try to focus thelr intrigues upon =e.
If I go away for a time, there may be a chance for things to settle
down. I should leave a Hegency, composed of Privce Narisr and
Prince Jainad, and I can always be. ecomuunicated with, wherever I
am in Europe, by telegram or even by telephone. And, as a matter
of fact, I feel that I cannot stand mueh more of it. The strain
of the‘past two years has been terrible. My eye wmust be operated
upon snortly for cataract. and Dr, Noble has told me that a period
of two months Trest and recuperation is essential before this is

done.

I feel that the future will depend very largely on the fate
of the persons condemned ' as a result of the recent rebellion. I
have pressed urgently that the death sentences should be commuted.
Phya Bahoel has)agueedsy to sthdis), rbut sthere) are many=hot«heads who are
determined| that [the executions shall take [place. This would be a
fatal nove. Vengeance would e exacted in the long run from those
responsible, and one canrn only envisage, as ‘a_result, a vicsta of
révolutions, each more sanguinary than thellast. = Poreign opinion
would strongly condemn the infliction of the death penalty, especial
ly now that so long a period has elapsed gsince the sentences were
pronounced, The persons who are responsible for the present govern-
ment are not uninfluenced by the thought that their actions may be

]
regarded unfavourably by foreign Powers. I insisted that I should
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grant an audience to you two to-day without any representative of
the goverrnment heing present, and my demand was accorded to because

government realise at last tha ‘am not working against them, and

that by talking freely and : G as I have done, I am not
1stitution in any wayv. For
used. . to permit me to have any
-—
The governing i %EQTEM‘%:EiT at present is to
. \ Y - .

mneagures are direc-

some time past the

private interview

by force through some
counter movene e in power until

the Assembly rep apable of indicating

ﬂUEJ’JVIEJVlﬁWEJ’]ﬂ‘i
Qﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘iﬂdmﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂ
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Notes on Mr. Baxter's Audience with H.M. the F,0. 371/18206 King ox

Siam. (Encloge 2 of Mr., Domer %to Sir. John Simon Letter, D.R.March

3, 1934)

Pradit

The King opened the conversation with a reference to Sir.
Robert Holland's appointmetnt as advisor to the conmititee set up to
report on whether IwangPradit was or was not a Communist. The Kin,,
clearly regretted the mdve, and seemed apprehensive that it was
intended to prepare ghe way for the resuscitution of the Pradit
Economic programues Yhen I mentioned that I had.asked Phya Meno
whether publicagion would not be tThe best refutation, the King

stated that he had advised publication.

Later on in the conversation the King said that Pradit had
been suggested as Min of Interiexr in the Government just formed;
that he thought such an apicintient Would Be a shock to public

confidence; that Pradit . was without experience, & C.

Student sent Abroad

The Kimgysaid that the revolution of the 24th June, 1932,
was inevitable,~that it would have come whether or not he had
given the Constifution earlier. As one of the. causes he appeared
to lay great weight on the quality of the students sent abroad
toward:s ;the fend fof the [lastirveign, This e | g@idgwas  bad. They
were ill-chosén: many failed 1o pass their examiunations and were
returned.  He pointed out that the Siamese fell into one or other
of two _classes peasants ox officiéls; that" the public service
dould not abserh the supply;: that the curtailment of publie' ex-
pefiditure necessitated by the economic crisis aggrauated the dif-
fibulty of providing openings, in fact, meant reduction in person-

nel,

The student sent out in the past few vears were, he said,

a better lot.



4140

Mano,

The King, while appreciating ¥Meno's services, blames him
for his refusal to be warned of the dangers to which his Govern-
ment after the coup 4' Etat at the end of March was exposed, and
for not taking the necessary measvres to.safeguard his position.
The King considers that liano made o mastake in dissolving the As-
sembly on the 1st April.dast; that the elements which Mano wanted
to clear out could hawe been gotv rid of without dissdving, that he,
the King was against dissoluticn., Incidentally, he mentioned thet

Stevens urged dissolufion on Mano.

The King appeared tor agree ‘with ay analysis of Mano, namel .
that llano, who is agcused of*having worked to betray the revolution
an re-establish the old regime., was not, in fact, doing anything of
the kind; that he was oustineg btit by bit the revolutionaries, not
qua revolutionarieg, but because he, almost without being aware oif
it, was secking to put men in jobs because he Hought they were the
best men for the jeobs. [EBhe natural and inevitable, though false,
interpretaticn was that Mano was a traitor to the revolutior., More-
over, Mano was tewmperamentally incapable of using - they were anti-
pathetic to him the necessary instruments of democracy -~ publicity,
prlaying to the¥gallery, appeal to popular feclifig. Things which

Bahol understands and exploits.

The Revolt in Octobex.,

The King explained that there were two movements, one withiu
and one without Bangkok., I am uncertain whether the King meant, or
to what extent he meant, that there were distinct and separate
movements., (1 an glso uncertain wiether he believes that the one

outside Banglkok was organised by Prince Bovarade].

One thing, however,; emerged clearly, namely, that the King
considers the choice of a leader was fetal of suceess. Leadership

by any prince, arnd most of all by Bovaradej, was necesgsarily, if
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wrongly, interpreted to nean there -~ establishment of the old

regime. Had the movement bheen led by other -than a prince, the

:-‘j
chances are that the Bahol Government would have heen overthrow:l.

During the first few days of jthe out break.the King offered
five times to mediate, No notice wasstaken. The King's opinion
is that, as socn as there seemedy reason to believe that the Gov't
would wiu, the Gov't was anxious to keep him out of the business,
Had it looked as if the pevoli would succeed, the Gov't would have

accepted his of@ér togfreddatior .

The King explained the difficulty and delicacy of his posi-
tion in the October affair. Had'he return to Bangkok, as the
Gov't desired aad asfhefis reproached by the Royalists for not
doing, he would hawe hecomé a pawn in the Gov't game. Shut up irn
the Grand Palaces with no means to ensure his voice being heard
outside its walls, with, @s he said, the radio in the hands of
the Gov't, he would have beer impotens; at lua-Hin he was free

to act.

The King admnitted that his going to Singgora was a flight.
Having already. had a gunboét sent to Hua Hinto haeing him to
Banglkok, he got. the wind up at some movement in .thé troop at Pet-

chaburi and filed.

He considered that events have proved he was right in not
returring to Bangkok, and would, I think, also claim that the
flight to Siunggora, "thiough not resulting from a deliberate act of

policy, was, in fact, good policy.

In England It is said that the King can do no wrong. In
Siam, said the King, it seé:ig the King can'do no right. “He said
that He is always Ylamed by everyhody and for everything. 1 The
Gov't is suspicions of him. Incidentally, he remarked that it was
a great concession to be allowed to see Holland and me aloné° The
Royalists are critical and disappoinied. They expected him somehoc:
magically almost, to bring, off a coup 4’ Etét, A1l the disgruntiaz’
and discontented turn to him and attenpt to weave a web of plots aud

v
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discontented turn to him and attempt to weave a web of plots and
intrigues arouznd him., It is for this reason that he thinks it ad-
visabie for him to go away for a iengthy spell abroad. With him
away, he thinks that the plotting and intriguing of those opposed’
to the Government will stop. So long as he is in the country,
whether in Bangkok or Hua Hin, efforie will continue to be made to
invoi e him in schemes for the overthrow of tThe Goverument. Also

health.

Althoﬁgh it canm net/be said the King eulogised the present
Gov't, it is ceritainly true to.sey thalt he did not appear in the
least hosti1e1/ He hasjsome - -respecs for Bahol, though under no

illusions that he 1s,the real and effective head of the Gov't.

(I hear that he has quoted with approval and amusement my
comaent that dunping fhe pastiisix ‘months I had ho notion who, what

or where was the Gov't.)

The Election

The King said thai-the elections had not been cooked; was
pleased that in the majority of cases the candidates from Bangkok
Tor the provineial constituemncies were not elected; that instead,
local man, well_ known, were chosen; that they mean to he indepen-
dent. Phya Devehastin has, the King stated, collected a group
around him. When J mentioned that I had heard Devahastin to plaj
a part. gsile said thas Dewvahestin, isn't jvery)clever, but that he

is sensitle, .shrewd andl courageous. A

He'seemed to think that there was a considerable hody of
opindiew in the newsAssembly , crifticelsand-apprehensive of Pradit
gome of thelsoldiers because they fear that Pradit wills‘oppose
experditure on armamenis; another section because of Pradit'’s cone-

munist tendenoies.

It weas evident that the King has hopes that the Assembly

will behave sensible and woderately, and will restain the military.
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Punishment of those implicated in the Revolt.

The King stated that he understoocd foreign opinion was hos-
tile to the Gov't, whereupon I made a statewment somewhat on the
following lines. This seemed, so far as I could judge, to be ac-

cepted.

The foreign communities resented Mano's overthrow on the 203h
June last because tThej.ccnsidered that he was running a very decent
Gov't under difiieult conditions, because they had great confidence
in and liking for the man Himsellf.  The bussiress corvaunities,
ever since the 20th duue, have been nérvous hecause they didn't
believe that Bahol was really the head of the Gov't, and because,
more especially, they feared that the Gov't from one day to the next
night devalue the tigel and throw the market into a state of dig-
order. The Recall of Pradit and his appointment to tie State Coun-
cil was a shock to them, a ghock aggravated by the fact that the
Gov't, on its advent to power, had déclared its intention mot to

recall Pradit.

The foreign comaunities were, however, open to conviction,
and their attitude of distrust would eertainly change as and when
the Gov't showed=that-it-intended to oursuwe a moderate, non-revo-
lutionary policy, So far the Gov't had not done anything specific
to justify the prevailing distrust, which was based on vague fears
and on the lack of any sentiment that the Gov't had a mind of its

OowWzil,

Mano's Pension
The King was given toiunderstand that it had beem decided to

pay dt.

December 26, 1$33.
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Sumnary of letter and note from the King of Siam to Mr.James Baxtex
dated 4th August, 1S33

%

o« g R o a o
(ARIN: ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ ML U TRIUAERST R, 0, 371/17176)

Covering lettews

Sorry te have' asked you to come down to ifua Hin and not to
be able to see yom. Have 1o tély discovered that the Government
does not like me toy seg foreignemws without heing watched by one ci -
themselves, They/ think the foreigners are on the sida of the
Princes and prefer Absoglute Wonareny. They are still suspicious
that the Princes will ecall on Lungland or France to help them to

get back to power,

The tone of amy note my seem defeatist. I confess I do not
see much lLope. I wish pcople would not expeét too much and would
think out sosié\way of defending thenselves. 'Thefe are plenty of
signs thet the“Reoplels-Party-are-not-going-to-take the least no-

tice of my opifiions or wishes,

The chief.fight is against Communism. Perhaps you and other
foreign advisers can still help by threatening to resign on bloc.
They are=still afraid ofsthe jbogeyv=ofsnforeign-intervention. One
must use that/bogey #o the last even if there is no ghance of
foreign intervention taking place. Hope you can do something to

dangle that bogey in their faces. Sorry'to be so melodranatic.

Note.

Political Partices. None. Different opinions, different

aims in various groupings, mostly un-organised. The People's Party
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has some sort of organisation but no cohesion, no semblance of Partf
discipline, TItsg object id to hold on to power through fear. It croin-
not tolerate the idea of any other party coming into power. They alc
afraid of their lives and certainly ofs their jobs. It is possitlu
that they may resort to terrorism., ,They are showing signs of '
nervousness and may shortly arrest arbitrarily. They control arma-
ments and there is no possibility of a successful rising unless

they quarrel awmong thewSclves,

The section o#ff the Pecple's Party which stands by Iumang Tr:.
dit 1s the only gection which has a policy and leadership. Pradit
has scme idea of pelitdcdl fancervring and party organisation, Ilis
followers worship him and/folleow blindly. His aim is a Soclalist
rebublic. He realisesg that a Republic is not possible at the mo
nent but wants it as soon asipossible. His poilicy is highly to the
taste of the lazy Slamese Intelligenzia which wants to break the
nonopoly of tite Chinese and othier foreign commercial enterprises,
They are too 1ézy and ircapable of doing 1€ themselves and appeal
to the State to do for Tthemwhat they ought to do by their own ef-
forts. It is likely that- Republicanism will gain ground as Siamese
are naturally envious and vain. Siamese arec not social climbers
like the Englisiibut sSocial levellers through envy and laziness.
The Pradit faction has a well organised propaganda. They spread
scabrous and scandalous stories about the Royal Family on sexual
metters and hope by these means to hring the Royal Family info
disreputes .Unless there.is some, organised counter-action they will

succeed.,

This -aim of the military and naval section of the People’s
Party .is.self-preservation. , There are.ro. strong leaders and they
often guarrel among themselves. | The ére a bhand of brigands with
good weapons, Conflict is likely. There are factions within the
units themselves. There nay be elements here which ;ould save the
situation. Bahol (the P,}.) is a sincere well-meaning man not

blessed with breins and apt to support his friends right or wrong.
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Luang Sudhu (army leader) is a sincere patrict and strong‘personal'i.w
ty with a large following of officers. Both Bahol and he are comn-

vinced monarciists.

The loyalty of the army and navy means no more than that they
will not do anything to harm the Kiag.s They will not tolerate the
Xing taking active eommand of the Army and will not ohey any corraaind
detrimental to their personal interests. Those who are sincerely
loyal do nothing. Theyp'widl not risk losing their jobs. They show
a singular lack ef inisdiative and many are ramnk cowards. If the cf-
ficers had possesged the wimntues of European officers the coup 4d°f
Etat of June 24th 1932 jcounld not.have taken place. There were only
33 officers in the plot and the troops were not affected by the
propaganda. Yet the few were able to contral all the forces in
Bangkok with the help of a few tanks containing neither machine guus

nior ammunition.

It is believed that the Army could never be fooled into sum-
porting ancther coup, yet en 20th June ;.last the same leaders again
seized the Government without noise, The Army and Havy as such do -
not exist. There is a band .of armed meun. The troops in the province«
have practically been disarmed. The Palace Guand is the only body
with a semblance df organised-~force;and it isTdountful how. they

would hehave.

The Opporfunists joined in ofter the coup of June 24th 1832.
They have no pringiples of any kind. . They =may throw in their lot
with Luang Pradit|fon pickings if Mis{plag guCceedss ™ Communisu is
welcomed by |bhe|educated Siamese wht stand to gaiﬁ good jobs at the
expense of the rich and the enslavement of the only politically

conscious class is _inclined to. Communism,

The FPeople's Party haslfor its objéct the monopoly ofl Govern-
ment jobs for themselves. They are united in their hatred of the
Princes because they regard them as possible rivals for the sanme
nonopoly,

It must be said in justice that the Princess had too long a

spell and that the others were left too long out in the cold.
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They are in general loyal to the Throne but are suspicious
that the King, persuaded by his relatives, will seize power. Con

sequestly thev keep strict watch on hin.

There is an extremnist section who find the King very much
in their way. They would like to putsa.weak puppet in his place
if they dared. The hawve plans and hopésS..They hope to manoeuvre

in such a way that the King will abdicate of his own free will.

The Monarchistse® The over-whelming majority of the Siamesc
people are loyal ‘to the King and are firm Monarchists. They regard
a Republic with hosror.s They are quite unorganised so that it nay
be said that a Royalist party does not exist. There are various

shrades of opinion:~

1. Hardened Congervatives.

Their ideas are antiquated and superstitious. They can-
not understand any limigation' of the King's power. Such an idea
is sacrilege. They liwe in nopes that the magical and suﬁernaturql
powers inherent in the persemn—of the King will one day counfound
all his enemies. They helieve that the present trouble is a tem-
porary visitation caused by some past sin of the fing and that iz
good time his 'merItE™ Will ¢ause tlie 0ld sacred power to return
to him, Tbej do nothing at all but grouse a little. The hurricane
which destroyed the Cavalry Darracks and the sudden death of one of
the cavalry officers are cited as a hopeful sign that the *Phra
Barania® iggbeginning 0 work, or,that. the Emerald Buddha is waking

up and taking notice of things once agailn,

These people are perfectly hopeless as a political force.
But.the wvast majority.of.the. people . are.in.this.state.of mind and
theimentality lof most royalists is tainted by this kind of belief
which acts as a deterrent to action. MNMost Monarchies are so easy
to destroy just because of the blind faith in the object of their
worship-the King. They do not mean to rescue him or help him

through his troubles. On the contrary, it is his job to help thea
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by the exercise of his magical powers. If the king does not seem
to be able to use these supernatural powers it must be because of
mere obstinancy or that he has lost his “merits" and virtues. In
the end they turn against him and curse him in the same way that
an idol-worshipuver wuold overturn aud dtiek his idol‘when it fails
to procure him what he desires. There.de an old saying of the
Thai, “We have swords alwayvs over our necks and whichever sword
is nearest that swerd s owismaster.® [This aeeounts for the sub-
niggive manner in which the Siamese have accepted all the changs

of Government we have been Faving these days.

2, Constitutiomal Monanciilsts.

Most of the £iamese who are not taken by the more extremc
_ideas belong to ®hisjcatesgory. [ Yet they do not form themselves into
a party because their gthoughts are still tinged by the superstitions
outlined abowve., They are used. to a particular form of Government.
They are lost withcut the lcadership of the Princes. They are nct
desperate enough to face death for a cause. They realise that one
must evolve with the tTiwes that Absolute liorarchy is dead. They
support the Constitﬁtion on the whole but they would like to see
more conservative people at the nelm, They think svaguely of making
a coup and hope stc_goodncss that sotieonc wonld _rod -0ip and do it.
They think thatthe King cught to do sometning about it and ars
rather fed up because he does not. They vaguely hope that foreign
intervention will save the country frowm Communigni, They hopefull:
remark that “surely  the Eanglisi or the' French will never allow
Siam to become Comaunist.” LTt i unfertunate that in the circum-
stances, the Princes cannot Tead thlesl. If‘the Princes were to at-
tempt to lead the Royalists, ¥t would be the end of the lienarchy.
T4 the Royalists afe todot anything they musti/find alleader| from
thelr own ranks. A reallinenacelof Commnisa may periaps drive
them'to action ~ possibly to0o iate,

3. Die hard Absolut Monachists.

There are a few. Their idea is to make a coup and wipe

out the whole lot of the Revolutionaries. They hope that the King
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will call upon his loyal troops, make war on Bangkok, execute the
Revolutionaries and re--assert his perscnal rule., All this is
sheer madness. t 1s said that many of the foreigners are of thiw

opinion.

There is no turning back, Al cfforts must be concentrated

on making the Constitution worlk.

The greates weakness of the Royalists is their lack of
leadership. Their naturals leaders are the Princes and they cannot

lead.,

The King had somne gdnfluence on the Hano Government and
exerted it as fully as péssible. He was not always listened to.
With fhe change ¢f Government his Influence can oily be a negative
one, The present Government does . not seek and does not mean to
take his advice, ¢+ If fhe King'is to be able to use his negative
influence he must have a certain liberty of action. He must not
put himself into a position.where helcould readily be coerced. His
strongest weapon 1s the fhreat .to abdicate - effectively used
several tiues already. To be really efiective there must be soue
chance that he could put 4he threat iﬁto execution, that is, to be
able to go away-or to retire to some safe place and,await eventc.
To make the samec threat while he i1s in Bangkol is not half so ei-
fective since hewlacks liberty of action. The revolution-aries
have only to get.liold of his person effectively.fo stop any kind
of iovemenf on the part of the Royalists. With the Kiung in their
hands they“ cau [take wmeasuresitofistuppress any lattenpted revolt,
With the King at [large and firee to lead a revolt theyihave to be

more cautioas, .

The™ Kirg ' sfiproseficein| the | Capital /6hetrs fthe/deoplel) |1Eut
it gives falseé hopes to (the Royalists and makes| them nmore| content
than ever to leave things to the gods. It is really a misfortune
that the people placse too nuich hope in the King. He cannot help
them much. The sooner they realise that they must help themselves,

the better,
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Confidential letter from His Serene Highness Prince Vipuiya Sva--
tivong (late Private Secretary to His liajesty King Prajadhipok of
Siam) to His Excellency Etatsraad H.N. Andersen.

<.

o =4 a4 ~ ar
(An7N: ﬁﬂﬁuuiﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ ARSI 07 TUFNARP P 0, 371/18206)

20th Decemher, 1933

Dear Mr. Andersen,

T am writing a sgomewhat long letter in order to put you &u
courant with the political situation din Siam, you know me well
enough to he certain that, T do ' not exaggerate and I have had the
advantage of passing #hnovgh all the llate troubled period of our

history, in a post nean to Hig lMajesty.

Ve will start from tst-April, 1933, when Phya Mano, the
former Prime Minister made-his coup. ile forcsaw the future denger
tc the country if Luang.Pradit and his followers suéceeded in es-
tablishing their extremely socialistic or communistic schemes.,
Hence, he managed to-close the assembly, which was impossible to
manage, as i1t wag controlled by Pradit's men, as well as to so
arrange that luang Pradit had to leave f{iie countiry, on a Tforeign

tour.

Phya Mand @lso ™ mafaged tiat the militaryleaders retired,
thus paving the way for ‘'moderates’ ,[Pradit's followers however,
were powerful, and extremists are always more active than the
Moderates,.and . they prevailed upon Phya . Bahol, who is.really not
clever,y but| susceptible to flattery, to make a couvp on| June 20th,
1933.

Phya Mano was forced to resign (by force) and all the
Moderates were diswmissed, with a few exceptions. Thus the extre-

mists came into power again. They began their aggressive campaign
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again and ended by calling back Iumang Pradit.

Unfortunately the country had no real patriots or anyone
with a bold political convicticm., @ There were talks that Pradit
would hever live, but nothing tooli place. The death of this man

and two or three followers would sgquashsthe whole movement,

After Praditfs arrival, things went from bad to worse. Every
indignity was heaped upen the King, but the real truth was kept
from the people and the King accepted everything without a MATMUY .«
You will not consider gme unseemnly| when I say hbnestly that events
would have turned out otherwise,; 1f we had had a King of strong
.character, like Prinece CGhakralongs, but it was not to be, and the
present King has lost jthe country and the Chakri dynasty will never
again be in the ascendant, I am afraid history will not put him

down as a great King.

Knowing his weakness and indeciciveness, I attempted to
support and advise him, in erder to puwt backbone into him and fcr
a time I succeeded. I wag lhewever, handicapped by the fact that
the Extremists hated me for being a strong mar behind the King, and
the King's inner circle of favourites also hated me because they

were jealous.

Howevery I stuck to the King and went with liim wherever ke

went.

The scheme of Pradit and his followers is to annoy the King
by every trick that they can, in order to sget the King to abdicate

of his own free will.

They cannot send the King away by force. INor can they
declare_a Repuhlic. Apart from_ the fact that the whole country
would be againstitnem, if they acted thus, the foreign powers

would probably not recognize a Republic.

Dissatisfaction grew and it culminated in a movement of the
Provinces, led by Prince Bovoradej, a brother of Prince Charoon

(of Paris Legation). The fact that the movement was led by Prince
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Bovoradej was an unfortunate accident. I found out later that
Bangkok was to have risen simultaneously against oppressors, but
when they knew that the Trovincial Movement was led by a Prince.
they though that the Chakri dynasty was trying to bring back Ab-
solutism, which was far from the truths Banglkok therefore turned
traitor and refrained from helping thue leaving Bovoradej alone.
As you know, he was defeated, because the Provinces were not arned
so well as Bangkok andshad not much money. .llo money was selzed

from the Provincial Treasuries, because bovoradej had scruples.

The people whe were killed in the fighting were mostly ci-
vilians, poor cudtivaptors who refused to leave their homes. They
were fired on by Gowerament troops, becatise Covernment troops
thought rebels were hiding in those homesteads. Afterwards the
Government put every blame on the Provincial troops, whno were not

in a position to ‘deny it.

Bovoradej and some of his followers fled to Indo China and

prices are put on their hesdsg. About 70C were arrested.

The BExtremists, who-are now in Power, took the opportunity
to get their revenge on.all those who were loyal and all merbers
of the Royal Famnily. Everyone was suspected of heing concerned
with the Northerd movement and indiscriminate arrests took place,

on the most silly evidence.

A special-court martial was creatcd and those arrested were
treated inhumanly. g Sittriporn, one of; Bovoradej's brothers, ar-
rested on silly evidence, was so |1ldtreated that he| is said to
have gone mady . Threelretired.Gencrals (Phyvas) are unfer sentence
of death. F"Anyone helping the King or being loyal is now called a

rebels

The word “loyalty® ds'now translated as Treeasoni)!| It 'is

an impossible situation.

The Ixtrenists at once ordered the arrest of Prince Svasti,

the King's father in law, also the Commander of {the Palace Guards,
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a son of Prince Svasti. You can see that it is absolutely absurd
hecause the King's father in law would surely ncot act against the
King! The Extremists also ordered secretely my arrest. They said

I was concerned in the Provincial movement.

The King at o nce sent Frince Svesti and his family to Penang,
I was ordered to go and stay in Fenang, where I awa now, The King
gaid that he could not pretect ug, as he was powerless. The special
court consists of Extremictse and the prosecuting Council is compose:’
of the most virulent txtremists. | They bribehwitnesses and make up
cases, Thus “might#fis #ight"/at $he present moment, and there is

no security to Ilife or propervy. We therefore take no chances.

As T Was'absentp I feltethat' I had to resign, as the post of

King's Secretary could mot be left wacant.

In this way, the Extremists have succecded in isolating the

King from men who support him and make him stroug.

Those who are jealous of me and desire my post, are also
glad. There is no one ye% in iy post, PGt as I shall now not be
able to accomﬁany the King o Burope, in spite of my desire, proba-
bly Prince Devawongs or the A,D.C., in chief will act for a tiwe as

His lMajesty's Sctzetarys

Thus you wall see that I &a now of no impertance. I am glad
to see however, that friends are still not leaving me. They are
real friends and not just ‘'falr weather™ friends. We shall see

what happens dnp the futunes

I wrote'to.lir. [Christiansen, asking if I might ‘perhaps I get
free passage with my family Burope. Also, that my luggage might
bessentpdfree of freightsfrom Bangitok » as, financially »& amyrather

hard hit.

So far no reply has come from Mr., Christiansen, and I an
wondering wether he has not received my letter, or whether he is
reluctant to help, for fear of criticism.

During the fighting at Petcheburi, which is only half an

"
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hour by train from Huahin, were the King was staying, the King sud
denly, on 17th October, decided to flee frowm Huahin to Singora, bo-
cause he had heard that the Government troops were winning. ‘i'he
excuse given was that His Majesty feared the rebel troops would
take His Majesty as hostage, to obtainm favourable terms, but the
real reason was that the King feared tihat the Government would hold
him as hostage becauwse the Govermment thought that the Provincial
rising was supported by the King, It is a funny situation.

‘ The King departed’in & small motor boat, at considerable
_risk on account of thie rouglh sea, while the retinue went by train.’
As the authorities refused/to let ug have a train, the Palace Guraoris
seized the engine and eanriages by force from a nearby station. The
train was loaded with members of tihe Royal family, including womer.
and children, and among the pasesengers were Prince Damrong, Prince

Naris etcs

The authcrities found, ot that the traints load consisted
chiefly of the members of the Royal family and even suspécted that
the King was on board. They therefcre ordered the line to be de~
railed at certain spots, and-ordered the train to te blown up!i
They would aftexmwards say as an excuse that they ghought the febel
troops were escapiiig-by-—braiiy-bubt-we-should-all "be dead by that
time, including®the women anu children, and perhaps the King. They_
would then say that they regretted the mistake and would set up a

Republic! This is the absolute truth.

Fortunafely,‘the Gowvernox oL ~Chuaporn; .a, loyal=wsubject, and
alsc the Chief,Comnander of (Gendarmes of | the South, had heard ru-
mours and they saved the train from being blown up, by bringing
Gendarmes to prevent the evil doers from earrying out the worder of

the Railway Iepartment, which is all [Red.

For thus helping the King and the Royal family, these two
officials were recalled to Bangkok and at once arrested as being

concerned in the revellionii

The real situation then is that the country is held by a
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small faction of persons, who are mostly young men, acd who are
thinking only of their own pockets. They desire to set up a Re-
public, on Communistic lines, but dare not do so. They are mean-
while holding on to the King as a wefuge behind which they act,

and the blame will rest chiefly on the Ling.

All Government ecommuniques are untrue and intended to

deceive and many people are deceived accordingly.

The foreigner,sexcept those few who really know, thinks it
a joke, But it+is nop'ajoke. It is the end of our history and the
death blow to finamciald prosperity. In any case, we shall be nearl,
bankrupt and the Tigal ds hounhd to go down. In fact Baxter, the

R

Financial Advisenm, thinks it is dinevitable that the Tical should

devalued. The future is wery dark.

If the Kiang had been strong enough, he could have raised Lis
Standard Flag and refuted the Govermment, and the whole country
would have followed hidm, because at heart fthe Army and Navy are not
communist or Republican.,; But. the King failed in the hour of need,

and the country is going fo ruin.

The demand of the Provinces was quite reasegnable, They de-
manded 4 loaders, whom they considered as Commumisdys and demanded
that more rights and dignity be given to the King.' Also that the
Army and Navy be kept out of politics, so as to have peace for the

country.

The ;leaders of the Bxtremists were cornered and therefore
adopted every trick to save /themselves. | In" fact they. 'succeeded so
well that ¢they defended their lives by using part of the Army o

defend them, as well as to use the King'siname for all thedir acts.
The [llavy took no _part, but| sided pasgsively with the Provinces.

There is thus great tension hetween the Navy and the Army,
or rather part of the Army. The relative of those under sentence
of death or arrested and likely to receive severe sentences (just

because they are loyal to the King) will be on the look out for
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revenge.

The army which follows Phya Song (now in Burope) disliker
Tuang Bibul, who is the man in power, but whom foreigners never
hear about. Iuang Bibul is thne 2nd Commander of the Army and he
is the military ara of Iuang Pradit, whko is the brain. A small
section of the Navy under Tuang Subachalasai is with Pradit. Phya
Bahol the Premier is merely a dupe. The rest of the Navy is under
Luang Sindhu, one of mywo0ld students in Denmark, and a brother of

Phya Rajvangsan.

Ivang Sindhu ig' a Moderate and supports the Provincial aius,

but is at present keeping/ quiet, looking pirobably for chance,

The ¥rengh hawe refused to give up Prince Bovoradej, although
the Government asked flor his extradition under a criminal charge!!
The British will follow the Trench in this policy. Thus there is
unsatisfactory feeling between the present Government and our

neighbours.

The Extremists in<power have therefore looked towards the
Japanese, who want Asian dominatior and who dislike the EBuropeans
on account of dapan's retirement from the League of Nations as well

as for non suppert of Japasn against China on the«ilanchuoko question.

Meantime the country is being rulned firancially. The pensar®t
know nothing. They are all Royalists, but cannot act because they
are ignorant, also because they do not even understand the political

change that has taken place.

I prediict| more unrest as well as financial ruinh. No foreign
power willllgive us a loan, as, they have no confidence. The result
will be over taxation and this economic, reason.as well as other
reasons, such asiinjustice. policv of terrorism etc.,, will one day
bring the country into civil war again, unless Foreigrn Powers toke
a hand. We shall then lose our pride, but there will be safety and

justice, which is not the case at present.

I have an idea that I am being used as a scapegoat by the
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King and the inner c¢ircle of favourites, because the King and his
close entourage are suspected of being at the back of this recent
revolt. I shall say nothing, oen account of my sense of loyalty.
If the King wants to use me that way, he can do so, but I doubt
whether it will benefit him in the end,sas truth and justice will

finally vprevail.

I am not complaining, I take everything as it comes, being

a sportsman, but I know tkhkat I have your sympathy.
I am staying m€apfthe house cof a relative in Penang.

Mr., Koh U Tolkds a cousin of my father im law, and Koh U
Tok is well known dn Pernang, beéing a magistrate and head of the
Chinese here, ile has alse the, title of Phya Ratanasethi. You can
address letters to me throughhisg care as fhe Ziamese Consul here

is not safe, he being uncertain in his political tendencies.

Prince Damrong, Prince.Vuddiijai, Prince Svasti and family
are also in Penang. They do not want to be arrested nor held as

hostages like on 24th June 1932, Fhya Mano is also here

I very much doubt _whether the King can go to Eurcpe. At any
rate, they willldelay his departure probvably, because they desire
to hold him as "& hostage, or a kind of glorified prisoner, in order

to prevent all danger of future Royalist risings.

I should"we grateful if you will request~your Company Agent

in Penang to help me.whenever possibile, in any way he can.

With most sincere and  friendly sentiments to you and Mrs.

Anderson, 5L am.

Yours most sincerely

(sd) i.c. Vipulyal

Reflections:

Prince Svasti, King's Father in Law
Prince Damrong, King's uncle, foremost

member of Royal family now at Penang.
Prince Vipulya, writer, until lately in

prominent positions
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