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ABSTRACT

Th;s is thesstudy of King Prachatipokt!s political ideas
pertaining to reform attempts and political institutionalization
to adapt the traditional governmental system to the bureaucrats!
and citizens' demands for a wider participation in the affairs
of the state. Prior to King Preachatipok's réign, the system
responsive and adaptive capabilities had been too slow and dise
continuous. King Prachatipok himself was: indecisive on the timing
of ‘political emanecipation while intellectuals'®' and bureaucrats®
aspirational level had been rising very rapidly since the reign
of King Chulalonkorn. .As a consequence, a group of people who
strongly felt that the monarchical type of regime absolete finally

took over the state, power through, the«coup,dtetat on June 24, 1932,

The major problem facing the new ruling group was to govern
accordingstondemocratic rules, of ;thesgame, ~However, the ,ecoup, of
1932 was made solely by the ‘civilian '‘and military officers with
no strongs base of popular support which naturally resulted in
t£§ People's Party's attempts to stabilize and maintain its power

position,



The People?'s Parfy consolidated its power by intimidating
and suppressing the opposition, sometimes, quite ruthlessly and
without regards to justice. Its exercise of these measures was
not limited to their own grocup or the Mold-guards" (high ranking
officials who were still loyal to the Kiné) but also extended to

the King as welle

From primary datum available, we could assess the réle of
King Prachatipok in/his ernest efforts to guide the democratic
‘process. This was done through the use of the King's influence
to check and counter-balance authoritarian bhehaviour of the new
government., However, the King's endeavors were mostly in vain
‘since the People’s Party suspected-that he was trying to reinstéte

the absolute monarchye.

The analysis of conflicts between King Prachatipok and. the
People's Party is treated in 3 main parts. First, ideological
conflicts emanaﬁing from the controversial Eéonomic Plan of Luang
Pradit is analyzed. /Second, the study focusés ~upon the King's
personal ideas on democratic government; on one hand and the moncpo=-
lization of power by the People's Party on the other. In this
part, certain aspects of conflict such as the tenure of the members
of Parliament~(appointed type)dy the Act,safeguarding the Constitu-
tion, treatment ‘and punishment of ‘political prisoners and ‘the 'prohie
bition of the establishment of pdlitical parties, were considered.
In the last part, royal perogatives and positicn as Specified.by the

Constitution vis a vis the Peoplet's Party?'s treatment of His Majesty




were studied,

’

All these coﬁflicets ha \ evi ‘~vxng impact upon the early
#tage of democracy in Thaila f. ‘ King «‘, onvinced that if
this sitution was allo » g .. ifﬂle been detrimental
_to the nation as a who 7 ‘ nall 3
that the Peoplefs P
the Pérty in a more as one of the
most significant pol where the -

monarchy has been the istorye
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