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ABSTRACT

Nietzsche considers his conception of eternal recurrence as
his most important iﬁsight, hi's "thought of thoughts,” and "the might-
ieét of thoughts." The idea of éternal-récurren;e, tﬁe doc%rine that
one's own life and all variations of the world have already occured
in éll of its details an infinite number of times before and will recur
in éxactly the same way an ihfinite number of times in thé future, was
also accounted by him to be "the most scientific of ell possible hypo-

Mrost

theses." But thé doctrine itself seems so dubious eind this
" scientific” hypothesis hes found no acceptance among scientists, 8o
the importance of the idea of eternal recurrence for Nietzsche is rather

to be located in what'he took thig doctrine to be related with his own

ethical criticien.

48 é cosuological hypothesisg, the idea of cyclical world process .
. affirms ‘that what recurs is this exact world end jonily this phenbmenal
world, i.e, appearance is reality; there's no metaphysical world at all.,
This leads to theArepudiation of the pre;uppositions of previous morality

such as the "true world," the "ego,} the free will, the existence of God,



end also & moral world order. It is througn this repudiation of a
"beyond" world that Nietzsche's new stendard of value,the power stand-

&rd, is ensured to be the sole criterion of value.

The thought of eternzl recurrencey; the refusal of God, ﬁoral
world order and meénings in the world, ds the'most extreme form of
nihilism and creates a_crisig of values and & tension of new needs.
It 1s this crisis whiseh"Ni e tz8€che believes will induce the strong to

revaluate the previeus valuiesias well es will provide the freedom to

do so.

Wheﬁ the strong hes revaluated the previous values, he becoues
reconciled with himself, his natune, and the nature of the world. Yet
there 1s a furthur step, for mere recenciliation is not enough. The
doctrine of eternal recurrence gldo induce the strong to crecte his
own velues, to perfect himself; “to become the overman; go that his

,

state of being is worthy of eternity.

and vicewversa, the overdan wents an coternol—reetrrence out
of the fullness of the joy in his life. Amor fati: the love of fate,
is the faith of theOverman to overcome nihilism. Sueh & man will affirn
life, love life and saysi¥es to misery and.pein, because he realizes
that the joy helhas known could hot|be possible apart from the pain
he has known., So the overman-Nietzsche names him Dionysus-is the onse
who"ereatésrhimesl £y affirid-hi'sy own) being and JMis 1ife to Ahesextent

that he "wants' nothing to" be different in all'eternity, “he desires’the

sane world over and over again into all eternity.
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