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ABSTRACT

To improve #he Jiving standard’ of farmers, the setting up
of cooperativescan help in one way, as it hes been found that
cooperatives have played an important part in upgrading the
economic status of farmers. Hewever, it,is not easy to convince
the farmers who have been living with primitive and isolated
economy for a long time to join the group, New ideas which they
think are more useful are-roquired. One means to help educate
people to accept new ideas or changes is communication. The
more interpersorial communication is used, the more people will

adopt innovations.

The main-objectives of this research are t6 study the
role of interpersonalecommnication om the adoption of long Pho
Dairy Cooperative in'Ratehaburi province, Secondly, to ‘study
differential 'characteristics'ef each eategorized interpersonal
medium affecting membership of Nong Pho Dairy Cooperative,
Thirdly; sbo exploresinterpersonal tommunieation strateglesion
the adoption and ‘lastly, to)studywother related factors affecting

time of the decision adoption,



The target group of this study is 170 members of Nong Pho
Dairy Cooperative who are living in Nong Pho district, Ratchaburi
province, The research design was a descriptive type made through
a field survey and 170 interviewed questionnaires were used,
Data analysis was done by using pérecentage, chi - square test

and partial correlatien as statistical technique,
This study aims at testimg the following hypotheses,

T. All members of the ltong Phe Dairy Cooperative are

exposed to at least onefcommunication medium,

2, News and information-on dairy cooperative dissiminated
through interpersondl commupication has more effect on the

adoption of the @ooperative than mass media,

3. Each category of interpersonal media has different
effect on the adeptign, that is, interpersonal commnication
among groups of the same occupation has the most effect on

the adoptien,

4. Group briefing has morc effect on the adoption than

other interpersonal communication strategies,

5+ Apart from interpersonal communication, fother related
factors like economic and socisl statiis are correlated with time

of membership decision,

The results of this study support four of-the hypotheses
which are accepteds More details of the study can be summed up

as follows-

A1l of" the members'receive news and information on dairy
cooperative from several chamméls. News and.information received
through' interhersonal commuiriication! has/ more effect.on the
adoption than mass medid, However; the study shows that radio

medium also affects the adoption., In addition, contacts with



groups of the same occupation and sighbours have effect on the

include personal contac ts isiting a nd informing
by letters.

Other r
comrunication, namels - ucat ors_are positively
correlated wi concmic and social
status, sex, mari gtatus Jf"' SUTE Leh include

newspaper, radi ' gvision : t cor 1\; ed with the time
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