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This thegds ainmg to stuly and survey the svacing in

the Thai writing at the present time, and to trace the
develcpment of the spacing from the Sukhothai period up to
the reign of Eiag Bama VILII of the batanakosin period, The
dota were collected from- ineriptions, oanuscripts and printed
moterials. Besides; data were collected from the<interviews
with twenty tyDists and twenty proof -~ readers.. The study
reveals that in the Zukhothai there was no use-of spacing
alone : spacing n@stobe accompenied by a small circle which
is used to separate words cr paragraphs and also to precede
an impertant message. Besides, it was used to mark passages
im, Thady yersien f#rem, tBesévia Bali) versisn, O o tle Ayuthdyn
period, this symool was still in use but in o wider sgscope.
It was also used to indicate the beginning of 2 new passage,

and to separate itens in n series.



Spacing alune‘was first introduced in the Ayuthaya
peried. It was used to separate graumatical units and asense
groups. Spacing between grammatical units wos found as follows:
before and after o sentence, beifre various.eclauses, and before
&nd after various groeups ol words s time expressions, after
proper noun funetioniag ag subjeet. Spacing was also used before
ond after words guch as_numerals, élnssifiers, preposition

~
/nn?y, ond after thle glouse marker fwasz/

Spacing between gense froubs was used before and after
items in n series, | In Bhoenburi period and Hatonakegin period
(Rama I - ¥), the small circle was 6till in use together with
spocing and it <;as used Tn the soame manner as in the Sukhothai
ond Ayuthaya period. 8facing alene wiis used to mark only
grammeticnl udits in this period, I+ wae used in the same way
os in the Ayutiavo pericd with an addition of spacing to separate
SBubject from Verb anl from Object. In the Ratanokosin period
(Pema VI - VIII) wesbern punctuntiom was used topether with the
spocing,.  Spacing alomne waé used in the same way/as in the
Lyuthaya period, but in a wider scope : before and after
adjectivestime expregsiongwbefore jthe preposition/phu:h/;
after! subject phrase; dnd before' and aftef the verbs/chén/

A
end /coi kE:/ At the Present time, spacing is used in the



i

same way as in Dhoanburi oend Ratonakosin periods ( up to Rane

VIII ). There are more ‘ L acing however. News[papers

reveal various usecs ther types of printed

materials. The i i @rocf - readers

of the present

The thesi s Chapter one

is the introd 1 < th ns, the scope, the

procedure, and hhilol e the hapter two presents
the study of spa ¢ Ratanakesin
Rama VIII. Chapte hFee Prese nt he surs nd study of

spacing of the pr

time. Chapter four studies the degree

e e

of importance give 4] ""Er’ e and evaluaticn.

£Also, it treats the _ﬁfw .*_s:»[.‘; n reading. Chapter

- g
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five is the con ions are
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