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The purpose of this research is to study the concept of
karma, one of the signifdicant concepts of orthodox TIndian
Philosophy. A comparison-has been made to show the similarlities

and differences of this'concept in many systems,

The result of a critical and analytical study reveals .
that the doctfime-of-karma-is-one-of-the-significant teachings
of orthodox systems of Indian philosophy which shows that the
law of karma has closely related to a man's life, Although
the explanations of this law are different _in regard to some

particular details, gyet they are similar in general considerations.

All orthodox systems agree that the law of karma,las
the law of cause and effect, 18 both the law of nature and the
Taw of morality. As a natural law it maintains that everything

comes into beilng according to the nature of its cause. In



its status as tne law of morality it has a general rule that the
result of a man’s action is ailways in accord with its cause,

i.e. to do good is to receive good and to dcaevil 1s to receive
evil. “hat and how a man will be depending on what he did in

the past and is doing at present. A man is free to act according
to his will, but he is to bé responsible for what he has done,
The nature of iils actdon-either jood or bad-will determine its
result. But most of the orthodox systems believe that it is

God who gives.good or bad result to the performer of good or

evil karma.

With recard to other .concepts related to the concept of
karma such as bondage ete,, all orthodox systems of Indian
philosophy subscribe to the Same view that Avidya is the cause
of bondage and transmigration. Rebrith conforms to karma which
a person has done. The present karma will determine his future
birth, either zood or bad.Concerning the concept. of liberation,
all orthodox gystems agree that liberation, the absolute
negation of pain, is the final aim of life; it i3 made possible
by austere practice, ilowever, the way of practice and the
nature of liberation in/ gne systém may be slizhtly different

from those of other systems in some particular details.

Tosconclude, «£hils reséarch has revealed that/karma 15
one of the'significant doctrines of all ' orthodox systems of
Irdian philosophy. They agree on general aspect of the law and

differ in some particular details.
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