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Academic Year 1979
ABSTRACT

This thesiS aims at a critical stuay of Buddhist

Philosophy in the following considerations:

1e The nature of men.-and his natural status,
2. The phySical and psychical factors of man,
3, Man as a number of =z society.

4, The ideal goal of life.

This pesearch bases mainly on a hypothesis that
the central interest of Buddhism is on human beings and it,
therefore, has considered all aspects of human nature.
Chapter™2 of| thel thesis shows that Buddhisf Philosophy.begins
with a'careful“consideration of the real"nature of man
Aregardless of any metaphysical an5wér about human's first
origiﬁ. The mgin purpose of Buddhism is only tol find, out

the way to release man from suffering,

In chapter 3 an analysis is made on the physical

and psychical factors of man, The analysis reveals that



according to Buddhism a man is composed of name and fopm
(nama - rupa) or body and mind. These two factors depend
necessarily on each other, though it seems that Buddhist
Philpsophy hes a tendency to regard the mind as being more
important, When ye analyse a man's.body and mind, we
clearly find out that what we call !"man" is just a com=-
pounded thing; it _as qﬁly the form of relations of condi=-
‘tions, conforming.to the process of Dependeht Origination
dr Paticcasamuppgda. In ultimate truth man is of. non=self
(anatta), ieesthas no/rgal eantity. The term "“man" is only
a word of language invented to describe a compounded and
impermanent entity which comés dinto being according to

causes and conditions,

In chapter 4?gttémpt is made ‘to énalyse fhe natural
status of man in Buddahist Philosophy. Buddhism believes
.that man, likKes all other things, is undér the Law of Three
Characteristics of Existehce. That is, man is iﬁpermanent
(anicca), fluxional (dukkha), and soulless (anatta). He is
subject ﬁé origtitionland destruegtion. But man always
mistakes by the ééﬁer of 'his ignorance his body-and-mind
which comes into being according to the Law of Cause and
Effeet Hforshispreal selfy and. asy g result ke, is always
o&ercome by 'suffering whenever: his lifc'is!/contrary to his
wille However, with the Doctrine of the Four Noble Truths,

Buddhism points out that life is suffering. If a man by



™

the powér of his wisdom tries to replize the causes of
suffering, the cessation of suffering is possible by

eradicating its causes.

Buddhism is of £ﬁe view that man creates himself
by his own action or Kamma, There is nobody else or no ;
outside power coatrclling or detcrmining his destiny:

Under the Law of Kommaly €very man is equal in human rights,
in freedom to judge and choose, and he is‘a150 responsible

for his own actiogn, /By good-deeds, man creates good

conditions for good life in future,

In chapter 5 the Buddhist concept of a good life
in society is fuldy discussed. For those who‘w&hfﬁ\to
live peacefully and harmoniously with other people, Buddhism
offers the principles of practice according tq their social
status. The-practice is to begin with a fen himself in
relgtion to the members of his family, his relatives, his
friends, and tiéniwith others in the society. It can be
said that allAténets of Buddhism promote peace and harmony

of life in human, society.-

Lo .
In chapter 6 ,attempt i1s made to analyse the Buddhist

ﬁrincipal aim of human life-that is the'freedom from suffer-
inge | Buddhism'enmnciates tho way to cease the causes of |
suffering step by step. The method starts firstly with
bodily control, and then continues to the advance step of

mind-control., The pcak of the process is to free onesclf



from ignorance once a ryone who follows the

Buddhist way of pr be free from

suffering fore ———
To concl , : ings -xﬁzdlng to Buddhism,
as natural as a ] ' . ﬁﬁ\ﬁﬁ

the natural 1

they are under

ﬁ\:;;‘ all things
creatures man

-t}\kndowed with high

intelligence by ) an Rve a better and

of the univer

posesses a spe

. proper life in uddhism is a view that a man
is the controller re of his own life by
his own actions or 1 be good or bad, -

noble or humnmb] sl own actions,
- Tq- MEPEULS SAL- e AT

u =
Moreover, !1?2. li!; under

the natural g, man ca elf fr@ its power

by getting rldlff his own 1gnorance and attain the state
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