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ABSTRACT

The offences relating to aircraft not only endanger the
safety of the plane and the lives of its crew and passengers, but
" also the safety of jeivil aviation generally. Especially aircraft
hijacking constitutes a crime against humanity. As such hijackers
are enemies of mankind, "h6stes humani generis'. The crime consti-
tutes an offence against a juridical value, human and universal,
which charactetizes—the-erimes;—''Juris-gentium'y-above any individual
interest. And the fundamental characteristic of—every offence
"Juris gentium'"“is the obligatory punishment of the offender by all
states, where ever the:offence is committed. At the present time,
the international conventions which deal with international offences

relating to aircraft are to be founded in 3 conventions.

1. Convention on Offences and Certain Other Acts Committed

on board Aircraft 1963.



2. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure

.

of Aircraft 1970.

3. Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts

Against the Safety of Civil Aviation 1971.

The above conventions provide'for offences relating to
aircraft, such as aircraft hijaecking, seizure, éabotage and
ground attack. = The offences cover both aircraft in flight and
on the ground.. The motive of the offender may be for private
profit or poligdical aim. / It is dificult teo identify whether
it is a politicall crime or not. ~However in this case offenders
can easily escape from one, to/ another state and this gives rise
to an extradition problem. .The general principle of extradition
is that there should be no surrender of those involved in poii—
tical crimes, although each state provides different rules.
Offenders can, therefore, argue that their act is a political
crime for exemption from extraditien. ~This offence raises many
transnational.problems, such as state jurisdietion, territorial

jurisdiction; personal jurisdiction and universal® jurisdiction.

The foremost consideration for prosecution of the offender should

be the state whichshas the closest jlinks with the act.

Offences relating 'to aircraft are [international crimes
for which every state must gooperate based upon the belief jthat

piracy gives rise to universal jurisdiction.



If offenders escape to another state, that state must
punish them. And in the case where the offender appears in any
state, another sFate can request extradition. An-extradition
has to take into account treaties, agreements, custams and
reciprocity: Extraditable offences tend .to appear in conventions
of extradition., A problem arises concerning new offences which
are not extraditable, edgs aircraft hijacking. One should fix
penal sentences rather than categories crimes. The three con-
ventions relating tg aircgraft are intended to extradite the
offender, especialy the Hague convention and the Motreal con-
vention, As a result, Thailand, as a state party of those
conventions has enacted a law relating to aircrafts offences
in B.E. 2521 (1978}, but it _is not clear on matters of
extradition. Generally, Thai extradition depends upon treaties
which Thai govermment agrees with other states. If there are
no treaties, we consider using the extradition Law 1929. None
of the Thairextradition treaties cover the crime*rélating to
aircraft except the treaty with the Philippines_which includes
seizure of aircraft as part of extradition., We.should review
the extradition ‘treaties which we have with Great Britian
Kingdom, Uhited States of America, Belgium-and Republic of
Indonesia. In such cases we should legislate on the sentences
foriextradition, ;,bPecause it|is already stipulated in“the“law

relating to offences concerning aircrafts that 'sentences of

not less than one year can be imposed.
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