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ABSTRACT

To make Deoplé subseribing to-the demdcratic poelitical culture
is one way that will leadsto the democratic political development.
And what will help people having democratic political culture is the
political socialization process which will transmit it through one
oT more than‘one agents. Communication is a social iﬁfrastructufe
'which; it could be said, is simply political'socialization process.
Thus, the media could be regarded as one type of agent! of politicai
socialization prbcesg which is of great significance for an
individual;‘ The objectiQe of this research is to study the
-relationship of communication bghavior ard the political socialization
in the democratic political attitudes, ‘political interegt, political .
knowledge, politicci participation, and political alienation.
Simultaneously, the demographic, economic andisoclal factors axre alsc
studied ir the résearch work ., The samples, consistbﬂ;of 314 students,
were ‘chosen frém the 1980 academic y:ar junior and senior students
of Faculty of Communication Arts, ChulalongkornrUniyersity;»School of

Journalism and Mass Communication; Thammasat University; School of



Commnunication Arts, Bangkok College; Department of Mass Communication,
Faculty of quanifies, Chiengiai Univérsity; Department of
Advertising and'PuﬂIic_Re;ations, Faculty of Business Administration,
Ramkhamh;eng University. The comparison zmong the institutions is
also investigated.

The research findings coula be concluded-as therfg}égyigg;:ﬁ,

Qra;ic-politicai”éffifﬁﬁé;;;f the sampie groups are

The demo
mbsgl;/in a high level.s Aund the factor which is most positively
correlated to the démocratic political attitudes, considering all
saméles; is tﬁa exposure to the political information from
newspapers. For Chulalengkorn University, the factor most poéitively

"Concept-

correlated to the democratic political attitudes ie the
Oriented"” type of family communication.pattern. For Thammasat
University is having taken more than three‘political science courses,
and secondly, thé exposure to the political information from
newspaper, For Bangkok College is the subscription to Islamic
religion or none, with the'poliﬁicél communication with friends
come in the second place. For Chieng Mal University is fhe exposure
to political information from newspapers. s Ands finally, fo£
Ramkhamhaeng Uuniversitylis the . factor of age'between 22/~ 27, and
subsequently, the exposure to political information from newspapers.
The political interest c¢f all samples is mostiy in high ' level,
and ‘the factor most positively éorrelated te it is the political
communication with friends. The factor for Chulalongkorn University,

Chieng Mai University and Raﬁkhamhaeng University is the pclitical



communication with ffiendsi Thanmasat University is the pclitical
information'éxposure from newspapers and for 3angkok College is‘the
political infoimation from radio,

Regarding to-political knowledge #rariable, allvsample groups
have political knowledge dg.the nodexrete level. And the factor most

positively correlateditd thepciitical knowledge, examining all

samples, is the pq}{?iQﬁlgsggmunicatien*with5ffiéﬁaéfW"fgghy'
- Chdiéiﬁﬁékggﬂwsample, the factof having wost pésitively correlated
with the political knowledge isl the subscription to BHuddismj For
Thammasat and Chieng Mai Univeunsities!isithe exposure to‘political.
information from newspapers. -For'Bangkeok College is the male sex,
followedé by the exposure to political Information from newspapers.
And; finally, for Ramkhamhaeng University is tha political
comnunication with friends.

Coﬁcerning the politfcal participation variable, it is resulted
that in the most ' party-the-samples-from-every-lnstitution, but
Chieng Mai University, moderately barticipated in political eveﬁts.
(Chieng Mai sampie pCssessed political ﬁarticipation equally both in
~high and medium ieyels.) Tﬂe most positive correlational factor with
the political paiticipatio;, consideriné craziall samples is the
exposure to palitical information with friends. This factor is also
resuilted in/Chulalongkorn , Thammast. | and Ramkhamhééng semples. . Tor
Bangkok College, the féctor that is most positively correlated with
the political participation i; the exposure tc the political
information,from radic. And, finally, for Chieng.Mai'Uniferéity is

the political communication with teachers,



2

The political alienation variable is categorized differently
from othgr variaﬁles. That is, if the democratic political
development is to occur, the political alicnation has to be decreased.
It is found in the reseafch that the samplés from every institution
poséess the political aliemation in a higa level. (Except

Chulalongkorn sample whichpolitically alienzted a littie bit more ... - =

in modenate~levei“théﬁvin'hiéﬁiié;éfj;V:i£$§verail consideration,thé
factor theé,most negagively correlated with the pclitical alienation
is subscribing -student 1eaders{ﬁq$ﬁiﬁg following by the factor of
political communicagion wich teachers. FYor Chula}ongkorn sample,
the factor is the membership of Sports and Eatertainment Groups-
followed by political communicacion with tzachers. For Thammasat
and Ramkhamhaeng Univefsities,éthe exposure to pclitical information
from magazines. For Bangkok College 45 having student leaders’posibion
and, subsequentliy, political communicaticn with family. Lastly, for
Chieng'Mai samplel, the factor théﬁémost negatively correlated with
political alienétion is political communication with teachers.

Hence, it could be concluded that the findings of this
research [feollew the theory which says‘the. commumitation behaviors are
correlatedgto the political socializaticn in different levels.
Therefore, ip is worth utilizing communication; either mass or

interpersonal communication;yin the democratig political development.
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