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ABSTRACT

The objectiye of this research was to study the information
background, theApresent status, and the operxation of the ninistry of
University Affairs'! program of agricultural student financial-aids.

This program is the benevyolent grant donaﬁed by private agencies to

help support ‘the-university-students who-were-short'of funds, good
students, and intelligent, The study was conducted by requesting the
opinions from the grantees, the recipients, and the program administrators

in for further enhancement of the program.

The research methodologies included the documentary research
on the information background of the program, criteria and processes
of the grantsadministration as well as the status of the recipients
during the period of applying for the grants; and the interviews from.
the grantees!' and program administrators' along with the recipients'
opinions by selecting 149 graduates (or the percentage of 50) and 107

students as the sample for the study, Data collected from the documents,



interviews, and questionnaires were analyzed by content analysis and .

percentage.

The outcomes of the research could be summarized as follows:—

1. It was found from the documentary xesearch that the
agricultural, student financial aidsl were initially granted by the
private agencies in 1978 to ﬁhe university students who were impoverished,
intelligent, goodgsstudents, and were studying in the agricultural ox
agricultural-oriented, or food or nutritional fields having the

Ministry of University Affairs acted as the coordinator.

Subsequently in 1979, the Ministry of University Affairs
extended the programs by requiring more grants from the private
agencies until the grants total to the number of 714 at present. Each
grant was different%ated in.dits-criteria and process in administering
the funds to the students, such as the allocation of funds, the
selection of thelxecipients, qualification of the candidates, and the
amount of money in each fund etc. Som grants also set up the conditions
for the students to submit their reports as well as provide the workshop

training to them,

From the survey of the status of the recipients, it derived
that most were males, resided in the northeastern region, come from
the peasant family with/unstable incéme, fand possesd the ‘ediicational

score at the ‘average of 2,5"aboyve.

2. Result obtained from the data analysis of the questionnaires
indicated that most of the respondents were the males with residential

area located in the northeastern region. Aftexr graduation, most hold



their career as the private employess with the career of civil officers
as the next in ling. Nature of the occupation was mostly, agriéultural
or agricultural-oriented, and half of the graduates did participate in
the activities of the agricultural dewvelopment. The recipients had the
opinions that the grants should have been speciffied the subject fields
and educational institutions, and.the educational institutions should

be provided the authority.to scieen the recipients primarily before
submitting to the Ministry,of University K Affairs for the final selection.
They proposed that the qualificgtions of the candidates should be
specified strictly as the impoverished, intelligent, and good behavioured'
students. The students should not be offered any othexr grants while
applying for this one, and their studying classes should be flexible.

The avefage educational score should be above 2.5. The amount of the
funds per grant per annum should be equalied to 5,000 baht, and there -
should be the educational report and woxkshop training while retaining
the grant, Besides, it was also discdvered from the .open-ended questioné
that the recipients—need-the-assistance-on-the-occupational and

educational guidances as well as other personal problems.

3. It was found from the interviews that the motivations of
these agricultural funds came.from the, assistance.requested by the
Ministry of Universityl Affairs, fromAthe appreciation of acknowledgement
to agriculture and farmers pending to the inyolvement with agricultural
businesses, and from the desire to help the society as Thailand was
the agr%cultural country and population were mostly farmers. The main
objective of this kind of grants was purely charitable with the | |
intentions to promote the recipients to render their services to the

society as well as to be the leaders in the agricultural development



activities in the rural area when graduated. Generally, the allocation
of funds were chiefly operated by the Ministry of University Affairs
with an attempt £o distribute the funds thoroughly to various higher
education institutions., Nonetheless, there was only on grant which the
grantee specifies by itself by retainingsthe subject field as the
criteria, As rega;ds the qualifigation ©6f the recipients, most of the
grants were offered by considering the students' scarcity of funds,

good behaviour,'aﬁd good educational achievement as the criteria with

an exception of asgrant which' emphasizes the good educational achievemgnt
in parallel with the lack /of funds. There was no problem or obstacle |
betweén the Ministry of University Affairs and the grantess. If it was
possible, the grantees requireithe Ministry to submit reports on the |
funds. Rather, most of the problems came from the coordination between

the Ministry and the related higher education institutions.

Regarding the recomméndations for improving the program, it
is suggested that the Ministry of University Affairs should make an
improvement in the following matters-—~the method of distribution of
funds, the selection of recipients, the formulation of the qualification
of the candidates and other conditions bf the funds; as well as the
periodigal follow-up of the recipients.aﬁd of| stmmary eports
submitted ‘to the administrators or grantees at a period ©f once or
twice a year. At the same time the recipients.should be prévided the
assistance on| the occupational and educational guidance along with some
personal problems by requesting the cooperation from others_institutions
which own the agencies on occupational and educational guidance.
Finally, it is recommended that there should also be an evaluation of

the program of agricultural student financial aids.
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