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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to study the popular Thai
folktale Srithanonchai in rvelation to its other wersions, both
in prose and in vepse, which are prevalent in Southeast Asian
countries, with the objeetive of analysing comparatively the
similarities and the differences in plot, structure, characteri-
zation, and the author's underlying approach in each version of
this folktalse,

The researcher has.access to 17 Thal versions of the Sri-
thanonchai folktale and usesthen as primary sources for this
study, Only one version ig rendered orally. The rest of the
veraions are in literary forms which appear in bogk-palms, scrolls,

and publications«—They are both in-prose and in verse,

The Srithanonchail folktale is widesgpread ih all sectors
of Thailand, loxeover, it is prevalent in other Southeast Asian

countries.

The) versions found in Cambodia, Vietnam, and Laos are close
rarallels to Thai“versions. "“On the other'hand, versions from
Indonesia, llalaysia, Singapore, and the Philippines contain only
few, anslogued.

In all" Srithanonchal wversions, however, the“character—of
the protagonist falls into the category of the "Trickster.™ It is
found that the conflicting situations in the plot are designed to
enrich the dramatic complex of the story, but do not necessarily
reflect the socio/economic or political or moral conditions of the

society.
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