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ABSTRACT
Purpose

The purpose;of this regséarch was to eonstruct an .effective
. English listening proficiency fest for Matayom Suksa Threé; Four énd
Five students; a test based on. the characteristics of everyday
communication §kills‘and the use of English as a means of exchange

of information.

Procedures

~

\ - .
Three parallel forms of English listening proficiency tests

with items of the multiple-choice, completion and cloze types, all
with 5 choices each, were constructed; each form consisted of 157174
itemsi The content of‘the test, determined by'the essential contént
of the English listening skill was classified (in Section One of each
form) into nine categories of concept areas : numbersj letters, sounds,
abbreviationsj spelling and alphabetiziné; directions and spatial-
reldtions, timesand  temporal-sequence; dates and chronological orders
measurement and”amounts ; ‘proportion, comparison, contrasv; everyday
usage; and gfammatical points; In Part A, Section Two, the concept
areas contained ten categories : foodj; education, dwellings; polite
expressionsj shopping; medical treatment; customs and habi?s, how to

do (or make) something; seasons and ciofhing; and holidays, sport and



Iﬁaceé; The fiee concept areas in Part B, Section Two were those
of letters, business,.telephone' conversation; news, weather,
programs, broadcasts; the cla551cs, and jevents. Contexbualizing
- these concepts into three levels accordlng to dlfflculty was a prime
principle in the test construttlon. The ‘items were all administered
via tape recording. Separete answer-sheets and-students’ copies were
for testees; The proportion of the number of items on tape and the
test items 1n the students' geopies /was 1:1 in Section One and Part A,
Section Two, and 1:1=3 im/ Part B, Section Two o
' These three parallel forms were pretested with 1 049 Matayom

Suksa 4 and 5 government schodl/ students in Bangkok. Then 70 good -
items were selected from the three parallel forms, These 70 items
were arranged as follows: Items 1-10 were in sentences or completion
form; Items 12-18 mad® usé of illustrations; Items 19-45 were -
completion of interpretations heard on spoken utterances; Items L6-55
-~ were questions on multiple choice items heard on what was spoken} /
and Items 56=70 were based on!/three cloze-type dictatioh testse

The 70 items were selected on the.basis of item difficulty
and power . ‘of discrimination together with" the mean, standard
deviation, standard error of ‘the mean, standard error-of measurement,
and the reliabiiity 6f each form of the test. Choice analysis was
performed; and ineffective choices were improved; The final test
was then administered to 609 Matayom Suksa 3, 4and 5 government
school students in Bangkok; Stetistics were then computed; according
to the students! 'levels, ineluding ‘indices of dtem difficulty and
power of discrimination; choice lanalysis, the means,  thelstandard
deviations; the standard errors-of the means, the standard errors.
of measurement; the reliability; and jthey significance of ihe
diffarences between the means by /using the t-test at the 05 level

of significance,



Results

There were 79 good items in Form A, 116 good items in Form
B; and 122 good items in Form C obtained from the pretest; Form C
tended to be the best form of the tests, being moderately difficult, .
effective in discriminating both good and wéak students; and having
high value of reliability but less value of standard error of the

nean and standard crrer of peasurenment.

Tn the finadl test of /the 70 selected items, the average
number of good items was 57.' The test tended to be rather difficult
(; = 28.455-30,626)4 butl effective in'discriminating both good and
weak students (S.D. = 8.666-10.755): the values of the reliability
of the test were satdsfactorily hi§h (r21 = 0.782-0.866); the
gtandard errors of the means were 0,610-0,759, and the standard
errors of measurement were 3;936-4;047. Comparing the differences
between the means of Matayom Suksa 3 and L, 4 and 5, and 3 and 5
students' scores, it was found that the means of Matayom Suksa 5
were higher than those of Matayom Suksa 3, % at the significant:
level ;05;
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