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The law concerning medical autopsy is prescribed as one part of the investigation process

in the Criminal Procedure Code which was initiz ctober 1, B.E. 2478. Though there have been
several amendments through - L A irrelevant to the international standard and
practically inadequate, maki ective ™ This,st! aims at looking into the details of the law
concerning medical autops 'on and the enforcement of such law, in
comparison to those of the ermany. The results and findings could
possibly contribute to th 5

From the study i " main ,obje \ of medical autopsy is to be able to determine the
cause of death and whether (it ) iming secution. Since the accountability of the result is vitally
eck and balance tool in order to protect
the rights of all parties in rel 4 ently, the dical autopsy in Thailand is conducted by the
coordination of government offi incitl C cer, medical doctor, administrative officer and public
prosecutor. The lack of participation fignt those re :A e death is a problem. In other countries, relatives of

JE———

the decease or parties relevant to_the death o request for medical autopsy to be performed or
i

object to the report _?1 ourt to decide. Therefore, check and

-
balance is allowed botfTE ".# ntries assign the duty of performing

sa

medical autopsy to a specific org in ﬁninal investigation or prosecution, giving
a medical examiner an impartial role in all cases. Accountability can B€ automatically ensured by the check and

aspects were

balance systeﬁjtween th( Giganization and the iustiiator or prosecutor responsible. Unfortunately, these

TSNS NEATS

The (ﬂ]parative study of the medical autopsy in Thailand and in other countries revealed differences,
pro well as_ solutions.nee Thai .The two ta.b, vel currently are the legal
aspﬁmﬁdasﬂhﬁfﬁ Hmﬁhﬁvﬁyﬁ leﬂthe process from the
discov‘ry of a body, the examination, the autopsy and the report issued. As for the administrative part, there
needs to be a systematic mean to enforce the law on medical autopsy. The expected outcome is the well-

standardized medical autopsy in Thailand which can effectively assists in finding the truth and ensures the fair

distribution of justice to all.
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Court immediately.

(2) The written permission of the public prosecution office is required for the burial.”
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% StPO Section 87 (1) said “The post mortem examination shall be carried out with the assistance of a
physician by the public prosecution office and, upon application by the public prosecution office, also by the judge.

The physician shall not be called in if this is evidently unnecessary for clarification of the facts.”
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