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The objective of the research is to study Thai civic movement on economic globalization through

Documentary research, content analysis and in-depth interview are used as the means of study.

According to the research, all three websites reflect two characteristics of civic movement as the
followings:

1. These three websites use the Hyperlink system to disseminate news and information to the
public as well as to seek for the cooperation and support from alliances in their civic networks;

2. These three website provide space for the public to exchange and express their opinions
through Internet applications such as e-mail and mailing list.

In addition, their movements have the same objectives; 1) to disclose facts about economic

globalization to the public. 2) to expand upon civic networking on issues regarding on economic

globalization 3) to built pressure upon the govenﬁnent for prudent consideration on economic matters and
trade-related.

The research finds that the Internet has a lot of potential to support civic movements. However,
dué to computer technology constraint and the usual pattern of local Internct usc that tends to be

entertainment-oriented. Thai civic movement in cyberspace could not lead to conclusive action and

substantive movement in the real world.
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a) Thousands protest against U.S.-Thai trade talks 3 19UV
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“...CHIANG MAI, Thailand, Jan 9 (Reuters) - Thousands of Thais marched through the northern city
of Chiang Mai on Monday to protest against a U.S.-Thai free-trade pact as officials began a sixth round of
negotiations. The protesters, including farmers from the drought-plagued northeast and HIV/AIDS patients in
Bangkok, marched 2 km (1 mile) from the city's main train station to the U.S. consulate chanting and waving

placards...”
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a) . Milking Thailand: The Thai-Australia Free Trade Agreement 11
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“...The Thai-Australia Free Trade Agreement (TAFTA) was concluded in the middle of this year and
will come into effect at the start of next year. Then, more than half of Thailand’s 5,000 tariffs will be eliminated
on products such as instant food, cars and jewelry. The remaining tariffs will be eliminated by 2010 on
products such as canned tuna, textiles, footwear, auto-parts, steel, chemical products and plastics with some

‘sensitive’ products to be phased out by 2015 and 2020. on the Australian side, 83 per cent of tariffs will be cut

to zero next year, with the remaining categories to be cut by 2015.”
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a) FTA Watch’s Statement: In support of Korean people’s struggle against

[

the Korea-US FTA unasmssiaiivayumsnaou 1nifad1un1snsa FTA imma-ansy

9INNQU FTA Watch Inedanguilszmnaumva

“...The US’ FTA template, wherever negotiated, contain similar demands in most sectors. These
demands, when implemented, are bound to have a devastating impact over people’s livelihoods and well-
being...As a coalition of Thai civil society groups and individual academics struggling against the Thailand-US
FTA, FTA Watch understand the threat that the Korean people now face. We would like to express our

solidarity and support to our Korean friends that are opposing the FTA with the US....”
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