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“ In Théilénd, most of beekeepers'keep native honey bee,
Apis cerana,-in<prder to get its combs for comsumption. At present

beekeepers in the North are replacing native honey bee with Western

honey bee, Apis mellifera, kept in modern:hive. .fhe government is
. ...at present promoting beékeeping in order-to help faxmers derive
‘additional income while at the same time secondary bBenefit is gained
through better pollinatioh by bees‘in dbtaihing its focd.

, - -The objective of this Thesis is to study the position of

beekeeping of Apis mellifera in modern hive in the Northern Region

of Thailand, to obtain data for analysing the cost of production of
the honey.bee.products from.l hive per year which could lead-“to
éuggestions_on the reduchtion din cest of production while at the

same time a étﬁdy was made on problems in beekeeping.



From this s;udy, the results of the analysis of the cost of
prﬁduction of tﬁe hon;;.géé products comparing to tota; income of 3
beekeeping farms show the difference in the cost of groduction. The
main causes of the differenées_are éue to high rate of wages for
labour, exceésive man—powef employed, Jlow numSer of hives-yield and
the low yield per colony. Howevef, comparing the rate of return
on investment from honey bee products with rate of interest on
deposits with commerciadl banks, we)find that these 3 beekeeping
farms sfili abtain satisfactory.ratéhgf return on invéstment. The
cost 6f production can‘still be reduceé'by increasing efficiency
in labour, which could be done by good plaﬁning and using machine
to.replace labour, while othér various'éaéﬁs i.e. sugar, petrol
étc, should be reducenggdvﬁﬁﬁgé; of hivés—yield and yield per colony

~should be increased;“J&his iﬁprovement should lead to higher rate of

return on investment. -

~ .~ . -Problemsi-facing the beekeepers are having the low number of
hives-yield and the low yield per coloﬁy. There are various factors
‘contributing to these problems such as : the beekeepers' lack of
knowledée-and-techniques in beekeeping management ; the .lack of data
concerning sources, typeland quantity of.food plants 3 the diseases
and enemies of honey bee ;_and the poisoning from ‘insecticides. In
- order. to solve thesé pféblems, the: governmenits should establisH a

working unit|to study_and'improve technology.in beekeeping.
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