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# #4684658527 : MAJOR HIGHER EDUCATION
KEY WORD : EVOLUTION / HIGHER EDUCATION / COOPERATION / FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF
GERMANY/ KINGDOM OF THAILAND

SURAPEE SANGKHAPICHALI: A STUDY OF THE EVOLUTION IN HIGHER
EDUCATION COOPERATION BETWEEN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY
AND THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
VARAPORN BOVORNSIRI, Ph.D., THESIS CO-ADVISOR: PROF. PITOON
SINLARAT, Ph.D., 210 pp.

The aim of this stﬁdy is to examine the evolution in higher education cooperation between the
Federal Republic of Germany and the Kingdom of Thailand. It used historical research methodology to
conduct documentary content analysis of primary and secondary source documents concerning higher education
in Germany and in Thailand. This study focuses on four eras of the cooperation. The 1™ Era: Beginning of
Cooperation (1862-1916) (B.E. 2405-2459) examines the relationship between the two governments and that
between the people of the two countries. The 2" Era: World Wars (1917-1945) (B.E. 2460-2488) examines
how the two world wars affected those who were studying in Germany during the wars. The 3" Era:
Restoration and Development (1946-1976) (B.E. 2489-2519) examines the cooperation between the two
countries after World War Il once agreements were signed by both governments. The 4" Era: Progression of
Higher Education (1977-2008) (B.E. 2520~ 2551)) examines the benefits brought to the development of the
country by a number of economic, technical and cultural agreements executed by the governments of Thailand
and Germany.

Some of the key findings of this study- are as follows: In the 1~ Era, King Rama V sent his sons and
some Thai students to Germany to study in German military schools. They helped with the improvement of
Thai r_nilitary schools and the armed forces upon their return. In the 2™ Era, the Kingdom of Siam joined the
allies s6 her amity with Germany was temporarily suspended. The Thai-German commerce and the study of
German technologies resumed after the wars. In the 3" Era, the Thai-Germany amity was officially restored
with the mutual assistance treaties and the establishment of Thai-German Technical School, presently known as
King Mongkut’s Institute of Technology North Bangkok. In the 4" Era, governmental agencies and the private
sector engage in-investment-related cooperation. DAAD, Goethe Institute and several German foundations offer
Thailand assistance in the form of scholarships, German classes, seminars, teaching materials and career

development programs.
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