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In the production of literature and art, which involves complex mental labor, it is
essential, that, writers and-artists-follow their ewn-Creative ;spirit=\What subjects they

should choose for their creative work' and how they*should-deal with those subjects are
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2552). i1 78-89.
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questions that writers and artists themselves must examine and gradually resolve

through practice. There should be no arbitrary meddling in this process. "
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" Yue Ma, “The Catastrophe Remembered by the Non-Traumatic: Counter Narratives on
the Cultural Revolution in Chinese Literature of the 1990s” (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of
Philosophy, Graduate School, Texas at Austin University, 2004), p.127.

*Ibid., p. 126.

*'Ibid., p. 127.

*bid., p. 128-132.
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*Ibid., p. 133.

* Li-hua Ying, “Hong Kong”, Historical Dictionary of Modern Chinese Literature, p. 62-64

and Aijun Zhu, "The Cultural Production of Controversy: Feminism, Women Authors, and The
Mapping of China" (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy, College Park, Maryland
University, 2005), p. 265-272.

* Li-hua Ying, “Hong Kong”, Historical Dictionary of Modern Chinese Literature, p. 63.
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2 Shelley W. Chan, A Subversive Voice in China: The Fictional World of Mo Yan (New

York: Cambria press, 2011) Introduction.

* Li-hua Ying, “Mo Yan”, Historical Dictionary of Modern Chinese Literature, p. 140.
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*Ibid., p. 140.

** Mo Yan, Two Scorching Hot Funaces: Garcia Marquez and Faulkner, (Beijing: Shijie

Wenxue, 1986), p. 298-299 cited in Yau Wai-ping, " Magic realism and 'Root-searching' in the
works of Mo yan, Zhaxi Dawa and Han Shaogong" (Master’s Thesis, Faculty of Philosophy,

Comparative Literature, Hong Kong University, 1996), p. 94-95.
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" Mo Yan, Furious Garlic, (Beijing : Jiefangjun Wenyi Chubanche, 1987) p. 1 cited in
Lau Kin Chi, "Gender subaltern as perspective in reading Mo Yan, Wang Shuo and Zhang Jie,"
(Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy, Hong Kong University,1999), p. 104-105.
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° Intergiew Yu Hua By MichaelStandaert, 2004 cited in-Yue Ma, *The Catastrophe
Remembered by the Non-Traumatic: Counter Narratives on the Cultural Revolution in Chinese
Literature of the 1990s” (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy, Graduate School, Texas at
Austin University, 2004), p. 147.

“ Li-hua Ying, “Li Bihua”, Historical Dictionary of Modern Chinese Literature, p.92. and

Aijun Zhu, "The Cultural Production of Controversy: Feminism, Women Authors, and The
Mapping of China" (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy, College Park, Maryland
University, 2005), p.259-265.
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4 Chenmy K.K\Leonard, Literaryi Hong Kong’land Li Bihua, Ed. From ithe series of Rye

Field Humanities, edited by David D.W. Wang. (Taipei: Rye Field Publications, 2000),
Introduction cited in Aijun Zhu, "The cultural production of controversy: feminism, women
authors, and the mapping of China" (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy, College Park
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2 Aijun Zhu, "The cultural production of controversy: feminism, women authors, and the

mapping of China" (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy, College Park of Maryland
University, 2005), p. 265.
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Chiang had regarded the extermination of the, Gommunists as a necessary

prelude to the defens;qf China against Japanese aggres;e'n. It would enable China to
enter into war without.internal dissensions. Intensification:of Japanese encroachments
meant that it was_ even moréfimperative. Chiang himself declared: ‘The Japanese are an
illness of the skin, but the Communistsiare @n illness of the bleod. They kill the body.’
Therefore a policy of toleration towards Japanesesintrusion was fadopted. The Great
Peking“area 'was demilitarized:| altheugh, in actuality, it only applied/to the Nationalist

‘ s . . 2
forces. The armed forces of Japan were allowed to ‘rule’ and terrorize northern China.

"yt ashian, UsedRananiau (ngamwe: gunawla, 2549), il 942,

? W.S.K. Waung, Revolution and liberation: a short history of modern China from 1900-

1970 (HongKong: Heinemann Educational Books,1971), p. 86.
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Very few people were jabout, 7and'.,,it was unusually quiet for the hour. Perhaps
)

there was going to be storm. But instead of rain, ‘he [Cheng Dieyi] heard the clatter of
horses’ hooves, which grew Iouderra'nd Iouq’?(. The horses belonged to a detachment of

cavalry. S 2

The rickshaw puller stopped dead asi_thé_horses nearly crashed into them. The

red suns on the rideEs’ flags had rays that burned With;the power of empire in the
predawn twilight. Horses and riders alike had an air of invincibility. The Japanese
cavalry had entered Peking.

Like a frightened; rabbit,the rrickshawgpuller) ran «around in circles, frantically
looking for a way; out. He turned sharply into an alley, but it proved to be a dead end.
High walls blocked.them on.three.sides; and.the driverjolted,to-a halt,:his head hanging
in despair. ’

Flefisnnilemiialiussenel’ Wufindunadnaailessoulng s denadnifin

e ldandng Tuaundgduynidninisdia Wuhumaaiunsawaasinas (Duan Xiaolou)

* Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine (United States of America: Penguin books, 1993)

p. 112.
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“Put up Japanese flag! Show your support for Japan and Greater East Asian
Co-Prosperity!”

Someone staggeredrinthe front door. ltwasXiao Si, Dieyi's personal servant.

“They're all over the tewnl*he said breathlessly. “Japanese soldiers are ordering
every household to fly the misingrsun:” |

The wedding partydooked at Him blankly.

In the lane outSidea few people ;ver_e poking their heads out to see what the
commotion was about. Some of them hadf?not k_)een to bed yet; others had been jolted
awake by the noise. But they all di(sjnas theigév!ere told and silently raised the flags the
invaders had given them. Somewhere a childfs-';térted to cry, but the sound was quickly
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wdi

a all 1 94’ A ¥ [ o O o Qi 1
nsuaussrnmylulintetion lisisazlsaannisaeansteatinanisinaseslaanunsginlu

9

nsthianeresauaniruaanfenluune linesuresiguiadudunisaenufineunazasiiase

% 09/ a a o o a dl 1 A P a A = o %

Foerdn gnAauEueeNi U ¥nYesy lreue sl wmnawNua vaLleu Al ot UAz e iuuTEUN
= < 149y 4 = 1 o L3 =

wesaaunaiaes laintagluRdetd ninsltautsonseunsaesnanInatss Tugiannlssmaay

Y o

Tne'ligrydeganiladavaaingd luasazidnadsasssanfufjifiuiasesdszwagniveiaudnli

U4

nanenflulss g ildastuiiLhuinadedmn e s

dll = 1 4 all 1 4 (BN 4 o v A nt
HagraunnagnialfinisUnaseszesdtlu neldulounelideiiuresiguiainduss
dsznauiuauanaanslauilmudusanluasesyiu wlsunasinainsinansenusanis

AN3TILazANNLTIUaL IaE19AW N lnanananuusas wATes19senF anduiiiaanaes

" Ibid., p.115.



38

nanatanmelngliRnazqniusied insnznissiasinuAenisaviinAdaaeeiguna uaziilunisin

49

VNEFABANUNATITIICYT]U TIRLHDIBNNNFIUNAI Y AUNNNATINNIYNYUAR N1ININUKFRENA
Y = & e = & o | = L& A =2 a4 =
518u99 D9 TuLITUNTIR TAUTIINARNREANERLINFAREUIARTINE ITTUTIANIS RaAnUlAYIN
(<1 a vy dl o a | o o dll A ] a o ndl
Huasafaanisfianisniinuazanania uiaangalddalldu iednidwnaaiui@aalnan

o [

(Xiaolou) 1¥nuAAw3 lulses Farewell to My Concubine NingaiadiiiuirrasiadiAnysianng

tsrnauatanllsanin ivanantuniazans llfunisniiunazniantu e ludaegensu

A ¥ lﬂl 4 a 1 4 k%
uanmteannslirnguusaivadsiuilssliianausenagnielsinnslnasesuda anian
Anadtluiiduanadeuilsnnenmalinuaunat ate o 1nn 114109851 anam Teinanesis

! a o £ = t=l| o i = e 1 ] Qtﬂl
AUNMINNBUAzANINAR 1A vinlimaeaunnaialunlifasesnas ildlagzninssnaesinAnena
fevgoyideiansna Huinginisdiugadlien ldasaseudauiutu deandusieldaulsennn
nAnalunisaspiuanLas sl aaulunitade naeliinassnsuaesdilu nsaniluag

IHFunsatiuayuatingg AadnaNLEt M aRtm e s uun0 NI AREL ndlnaznausa

annsLanan ifsalladugaanzgiagndudo (|
' J

i

During the Japanese occpbation,';;‘?_i_eyi had become addicted to the drug.

Although he had wanted to Quit,he‘was afraid 1@' go to the clinics for addicts, as these

were operated by the Japanese.-it-was comm_pn knowledge that those who went to

clinics to be cured came out with an even more serious addiction than before.
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“What are you afraid of?” Pocky Chengdasked everyone“he met “We're still
commoni folk; nol matter who'siinicharge. We donit refuse.to give: the./government its
grain, and we always pay our taxes. We lie down when we're told, and we kneel when

they order us. So who'd dare punish us? Who, | ask you?” !
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Eighteen million Chinese civilians were killed and a hundred million displaced,
becoming refugees in their own nation. (Thrge million Chinese soldiers were also killed.)
With no medical assistance available, an injusy was generally tantamount to a death
sentence. In the countryside;facing guerrilla-opposition, the Japanese officers moved
through areas killing everything«that moved: man, woman, child, or livestock. It is

estimated that property losses in the war totaled US$100 billion."°
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The old man with the dark face and white beard shouted, “What are you crying
for? This was a great victory! There are four hundred million of us Chinese. If we take on
the Japs, one on one, how do you think their little country will fare? If one hundred million
of us fought them to death, they’d be wiped out, but there’d still be three hundred million
of us that makes us the victors, doesn’t it? Commander Yu, this was a crushing victory!”

“Old uncle, you're just saying to make me feel good.”

“No, Commander Yu, it really was a great victory. Give the order, tell us what to
do. China may have nothing else, but it's got'plenty of people”

Granddad straightened up. “You people,.gather up the bodies of our fallen
comrades!” "' .
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“The sorghum 18 red, the sorghum is red, the Jdps are coming, the Japs are
coming. The nationis) lest, our families scattereds Rise up,.countrymen, take up arms to

drive out the Japs and protect your Homes... "
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[...] Onee we bring-Northeast Gaomi Tewnship,under-our control, we'll move
north and occupy Southeast Pingdu~Township ‘and“Northern' Jiao Township, then unite
all three areas.

“When that's 'done, we ‘¢an set up our capital in Saltiwater ‘Gap-under the flag of
the Iron Society, with you [Commander Yu] in command. From there we’'ll send our
forces in three directions, taking Jiao, Gaomi, and Pingdu countries, and annihilating the
Communists, the Nationalists, and the Japs. With the three capitals in our hands, we can

. , 16
set up our own nation!

'® Mo Yan, Red Sorghum , p. 283-284.
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“Swine! You should have been out there fighting trﬁ’e: Japanese. Or their yellow
puppets! Why did you turn your weapons on the Iron Society! You lousy traitors! You
foreign lackeys=t”

“Don’t ge too far, Brother-in-law,” the Jiao-Gao soldier cautioned.

“Whaosare,you, calling, Brother-in-law? Rid-you, rememberyou-had a brother-in-law
when you were throwing'your damned grenades at your own'nephew?”

“All you see is one side, old man” yelled one of the Jiao-Gao officers. “If your
Iron Society hadn’t kidnapped Little foot Jiang and demanded ransom of a hundred

rifles, we'd have had no reason to fight you. We needed the weapons to attack the
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Japanese, to give us a chance on the battlefield, to propel us into the vanguard of the

. W17
resistance!
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Lu Bu, Diao Chan, and a group of “heroes.” But outside the theatre, they were “ninth-class”
citizens. As performers, opera singers, and actors, they stood on one of the bottom rungs of the

social ladder in the China of the 1920s and 1930s. %)y LainaalulseazAsnanianazsuLnu gl
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“What's this?” he'[the student]' challé‘hged. “Actors?”

“One look at those twa gives them gyay. They're just a couple of sellouts. Been

posing for pinups again, have yeu?": 227

As a loss for words, Dieyi-glanced at‘-g(i_ég}ou.

“Don’t you pea_'ple care what's going on around yo@_?.You theatre types all live in

an ivory tower, nevéf;thinking about your families or yo'[Ir_l homeland. Are you really
Chinese, or not?” v .

Xiaolourhad) hailed arickshaw, ands«he thustled Dieyivaloard before hopping on
himself. After directing the rickshaw puller to head away from demonstration, he turned
to Dieyis

“They still smell of theirmother's milk"all they can do'is bawl,”*he said angrily. If

the city is surrounded by Japanese soldiers, they ought go and fight them. Instead, they

stay in town and pick on other Chinese!”

" Ibid., p. 301-302.

" Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine, p. 45.
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Educated people had always looked down on theatre people and their gypsy
existence, while actors, filled with self-loathing, avenged themselves by disparaging

educated people. "
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Just as~the) apera sreacheds itsy most beautiful /and+maving point, a group of
Japanese soldiers filed into the theatre'[...] First, they had to chase away the Chinese
peoplewhe, were already oecupying these places. fhose whe were-displaced dared not
object. There'was a commotion in'the front'rows'and a few=muffled ‘cries of pain. Some
of the Chinese patrons had not moved out of the way quickly enough and were being
driven off with kicks and blows. The crowd seethed with silent anger. When Xiaolou saw
what was happening, he stopped singing and jumped down into the audience.

“The show’s over! This damn theatre is full of devils!” [...]

" Ibid., p. 77.
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[...] Xiaolou intended to go straight home that night; he was arrested by the
military police the instant he stepped outside the theatre.

Xiaolou’s captors beat him, kicked him, whipped him, and truck him with pistols.

“So you won't sing?” they taunted him. “This bastard won’t sing for the Imperial
Army!”

He was quickly losing awareness of his own body. All he knew was pain, and a
wave of dizziness overcame him, making the room spin. Refusing to beg for mercy, he
struggled to stay standing but fell backward toithe floor. He kept trying to crawl back up.

The more brutally they beat him, the more deiermined he became.”
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He shook his head. “An emperor begging for food is still an emperor. You may
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As soon as night fell it began to snow. For a long time there were no more
gunshots. We only heard the cries of the thousands of wounded men left for dead
outside the cave. Their screams seemed like a combination of crying and laughter. That
sound of unbearable pain—I [Fugui] never again in my life heard such a terrifying sound
[...] When the sun came up there was not a;sound. We stuck out our heads to look; the

thousands of wounded troops who had been.calling.out the night before were all dead.”
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The commander said, “You're asking me? Well, how the fuck am | supposed to

know? Who the fuck am | supposed 1o ask?”?i*:j-‘.’g__
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People spent their days standing in long lines waiting for essentials like grain or
cooking oils. There was a lot of jostling and shouting as people pressed forward with
fearful faces. [...] One by one, the shopkeepers closed their doors. They couldn’t afford
to restock their shelves because of the inflation.

Somebody was trying to trade a whole trunkful of paper money for only two silver
coins. But nobody trusted paper money anymore.

An old man, faint with hunger, moaned feebly. None of the passersby noticed
when he fell silent and stopped breathing. 3
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The Liberation Army let me go home, and they even paid my travel expenses.
Heading south/*fusheditheswholeyway home=\Whend gotshungry:l Just used some of the
travel money the jLiberation Army had given to me to buy something to eat. [...] On a
number-ofsoecasions |+almost.joinedsthes Liberation-Army ste-help it row across the
Yangtze..| figured that since they*had been so good to me;'| ought to~do something to

repay their kindness. %

* Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine, p. 164-165.

**Yu Hua, To Live, p. 79-80.
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“Brother,” Xiaolou asked nervously, breaking Dieyi's reverie. “What the hell is
communism, anyway? They.say-the people will.share their fields, share their labor, and

. . : ,, 36
share their produce. Will we also have to share our wives?
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** Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine, p. 166-167.
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Xiaolou pulled up a chair and sat down with Dieyi. He had a lot on his mind.

“Juxian, pour us some tea. Serving the People is thirsty work.”

* Ingndunnauiinie, NinaneAuAIULIUAILAT NN INENArIAZAUEE, AXEIIR L

neniuLlsesRangnsay, (NTNNHYNUAT: gANWLA, 2550), 1tin 48.
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Juxian snorted derisively.

“l spent my entire day with a group of women, taking care of the other people’s
children and cleaning up after other people’s messes. I'm tired, too. We were really
serving the People!”

“Who were you looking after?”

“Our worker and soldier comrades,” she replied sarcastically.

“I thought they also served the People. They can’t be the People.”

“Well, who are the People?”

Dieyi began to recite a list of differenttypes.of people.

“We singers aren'tsthe -People. Women aren'tthe People. Workers and soldiers

aren’t the People. Nobody is.ife People, but everybody seems to be serving the People.

Who are the People? Whao'sileft?” |
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“What China needs is an emperor! I've got it all figured out; struggles come and
go, long, perieds, of-division, precede unitysand=long periods of unity precede division,
but the nation always falls into" the hands 'of an' emperor.~The nation=is the emperor’s

family, the family is the emperor’s nation. That's why he governs so benevolently. But if a

““Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 284.

931 29han, UsziBA1aniau, i 79.
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political party is in charge, everybody’s got his own idea, with Grandpa saying it's too

cold and Grandma complaining about the heat, and everything’s all fucked up.” .

a & o o aidll £ ) U 1Al [~3 dl 1 A a s
ﬂ’mmewm‘qmmmmmmwﬂﬁmm Mlsnudnmseifuniiaunla Aanisanan

[
]

A = 2 { a G 9 o o a K
nsesaunelfinisdnasasuestszsnumnn Inafsaudimmidunseunineesesfanangss a9
Indihasiuanwuzasswenlnasesgn gnansazdriinluyannuaesian lin9gug1a eas wanannil
v @ 1 1 = o A dl 14 ¥ o A & 1% [~ 1 v Y 1 %
fiilunatanisunamiagnisiasiinauaisndiine uliazliviudeai liuananisdnfusasiiu

a ~ P a Aao = ' o
manzAinanassuilenmesasiauararagnaiinea i den i unamitaninly fuiulszanui
1 & o ak a s d‘ dl ] a | a
agnelinnsnasesasdnInssnaslamantRvesufe? laeuavetlulanmaesdauslagf

v ¥ o 14 A t:ll Y a o L o o o 3
pasiudiauiunistnasesfaanssanaseatlszadrunAananEAansnin1sineuesiTLIa Al
anunnaasszausnies W uled @ e riuesainemash aviluedsBasanisiinases
sz nanzazdaetlaftuntasedd FASAIUN T LAANANNAAA LN TR L9 auTa L8189 TA

ABNNITAR 28
mummim Farewell toMy Concublne LL@‘“Red Sorghum LAAS LA 1IN E NN LAY

WITAAANNNNAALTEALAIINED Lﬁ‘@i‘l&ﬂ’]ﬁ‘ﬁl‘ﬁﬂﬁ‘wiﬂ‘ﬁu@’}ﬂ muaulum AN mwm@uwmmmmmim

9/0/0/

u,mmmmﬂummﬂmqmiﬂgqmLﬂ@ﬂ-uuﬂmﬂa‘zmﬂ-mﬂgwammumu@mwhLfsmm'@zg uiguna

al A

Pa9ANRUAIRNRUIUIANEALT] 4ryIReIAAALAIEIANATANET AR TUIBNINNNY LAANNAILTATDS

q @

=

m:m'@ﬁammim?ﬁﬂimwmuﬂﬁuL‘flumi?ﬂ’@uﬂﬂiLﬁm%umﬁ“ﬂLﬂzﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁmm@ﬁﬂ@zmmuﬁ\a

o

ﬂivmﬂmm@mﬁmu‘ﬂmﬂimﬂmummmeummmm‘lummmﬂummuu@ﬂﬁﬁ SRS LY

Unmagasseine

a o

3.3.2 mMsAnE, n1sUgndeanunisuaanaian

A nfiayanNans Tela 1935 ds mﬂmumummﬂmmﬂmeuﬂﬁum INATIEHAUOY

317 30% WAZIWANTIIHLNEN 5 % Uszansvianan Lwiu?ummauma‘ﬂnm‘lumuum%nLﬂumq

Re

A Dd‘ 1 I~ % =2 dl 1 a a
ﬂqmﬂﬂﬁmmﬁﬁuuﬂiﬂ‘l’]ﬂ’]uﬂﬂﬂL°1Iﬂu1ﬂ ﬁtytywuumﬂm AUNATNITNATULNNIAIANILAS AN

Y o o

Geadldsadnueslunisdssiuslnaianny Tlddadnwenldaunun luaialseandu luaneiing

! = o LAy o o = o A gy Iy ° o g
@quﬂﬂﬂmﬂu‘lﬁ ABNANNZANANTTAUTIY 600 ﬁ‘lrJLW@I"ﬁiuﬂ’]ﬁ‘ﬂqLL@:@"INW?QWWQQ’]NLT{L@ LUAUN

32

“ Mo Yan, Red Sorghum , p. 283.



66

e TuuarALuneaidilagnEeauIn 100 Aawinll wnuFeuine uiuniidefiniluge

[ %

faqiiuedau lEFadne9919 6,000 Aalun9ideuiEesss azwiud ngunaunsaeueanilauls

Tugpanndnlidneglunguieanisinm  douginaunaguaniuiian1saninaouaesdinisdne
1 ISP 1o 1 { A = [ Y v 1o A o 3 dll =2 a 3
elaniAvinAvliannsngwisedausns liudusfalpen AiulegnoNiANARLIuN 19N IS

o

A Aﬂl o a A 4 -dl 1 o k3
LN@QLﬂf;l".m‘i_lﬂﬁ‘:imﬁ’ﬂ’]ﬁlsluﬁjﬁ@\‘m?’mﬂ@’mLN@\?LL@Z@\W’]?WNW@WWUE‘QQH FINSATEH tymmwgﬂu
d]l =® ¥ o o 1 Azll ! ¥ o o !
3849 Red Sorghum @Qlﬁﬁ’]ﬁ]@ﬂﬂquﬂﬂﬁ’]ﬂﬁqﬂL’ﬂﬁl’]ﬁ]’m&l‘ﬂ‘ﬂﬂL‘IﬂL‘VIlI"IﬁLLﬂﬂ']?SL‘VIﬂWLLuﬁu’]ﬁluﬂ’]?ﬂ‘ﬂ
DIFLYINTTNNINNGT AIMNUNAUNUIAINGN LA biiiudnand1iinnienisiilasiidouinandasiu

=2 1 =3 Y o
NNTANIRNLTE TN TUALINS muimm

“| [Commander Yujrean-barely read two-hundred words. I'm an expert in murder
and arson, but you might asswellstake me' to the slaughterhouse if you want me to talk

. . g \
about national affairs! |

%

\ad luieq Farewell 16 My/Cohcdbine LW aRAYaE19n g8 119a U lFnisde unsan

. ) .
w9t @ NN IauTe o ladn il Ayt aagnane N ua in wanainvindydnund

£2 !
a A IS o

o K v 1y - mgg— a @ o =
NINUINLASUURNNATE W NﬂiQLﬂUV@ﬂﬂquLVﬂuu mf]LLNL[ﬂﬂ'ﬂ@:ﬁLmUImLﬂu‘HﬂLL@&NQ'}W]@m\'i LS
dd L

a1130anUNarATTuAUBas L welnfausenesiaan wavsiasldnaniudtilndnnay

<3

o o o Y 2 A A o 45—  'a a o= o o VY = 2
Wndeusneeiausn If a9fineTeeddowes” e nssaReNio laftnt waigla nnsAnmAauiy
Teyundrdnynlafuntsufilalaenseson urasdaslefin antlssasdlunsliinasfnun fadiug
ANNATNNT IUNN TR NN AN A A LA BRI NI L ENNNINEY RanndnAnTeDenal s lemTfng
P 46 = S o o o A N A o =
ANfreslszaau” Tunstiretineduazideniuatsaniiaantauntlseneauaanau ludiaungn
inuaidindanauaunigiiingsApen enaiiansaa lidansganey Hatigriqasa vunenalgndali

dszanauiunsanneadEAn vt AaddTlas tasi syl i dundinfinisnu duas

** Wolfram Eberhard, A brief history of China (The United States of America: University

of California Press, Third edition, 1971), p. 327.
*“ Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 282.

* Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine , p. 69-70.

° Stephen McCutcheon, Developing China: A Century of Education [online], 2

December 2007. Available from http://www.rde.org/education/China/history of education in

china.htm
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One of the Party’s first goals was mass literacy, and Xiaolou and Dieyi dutifully
donned Mao suits and attended classes. Workers, peasants, soldiers, and members of
the lumpen proletariat who had risen from the streets to become actors were all
beneficiaries of the Party’s literacy program, which included classes in history and
culture.

Dieyi's and Xiaolou’s teacher was a‘young woman who wore a Lenin jacket. She
had just written the characterfor“love” on the blackboard.

“What is love?” she askedder pupils.

“To be nice to peoplé,” @nswered an old woman.

“I've never loved aayone, ’ said an old army general. “I don't really know what the
word means. Besides, | always get 7thisfch_ﬁaracter mixed up with the character for
‘endure,” because they |00k s0 muph alike.";:‘. \

The teacher burst out Iaughjé_g. jp -

4

“How can ‘love’ and ‘endure’ be the same? ‘Endure’ means to suffer hardship. In

the old society, before Iiberation_L_all':anybodyfeagld do was endure. But now the People

have risen up, and ‘Iov;'e’ is everywhere.” :

“Endure” look like “love” without any heart, without any feeling, Dieyi thought to
himself. The teacher was still babbling on about different kinds of love. There was the
love between pdrents andschildren; brothers and sisters,«close friends and men and
women; but none; of these could compare with the [ove of the Party and Chairman Mao

for the people:of China.:
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Having finished.her lecture on Iove',‘.the teacher wrote another character on the

blackboard: “Loyalty.”

‘4
X/

“This is ‘Loyalty’,” she explained. “Loyalty’ means an unwavering devotion to a

person or a cause. Loyalty cannot be diéﬁﬁa’c;ted by any hardship, no matter how

extreme. This is whatiWe mean when we talk aboutyourioyalty to Chairman Mao and the
Central Committee of the Communist Party. Another kind:of loyalty is your devotion to
improving your minds By studying hard.”

As he sat’busilyccopying thezcharacter, Dieyi’s mindewas:on loyalty, but not in the
sense the teacher meant. He was thinking back to his struggle to break his addiction to

. 48
opium.
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The pain of withdrawal was more than offset by Dieyi's joy at being close to
Xiaolou once more. Xiaolou was patient and firm, and he looked after Dieyi devotedly.

That was what “loyalty” meant to Dieyi. { |
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The team leader was right: ‘having a dining hall really did save a lot of effort. If
you were hungry, all you had.to do was line dpsand+you’d have plenty to eat and drink.
The portions were unlimitedyyou could eat as mueh-asyou wanted, and every day there
was meat. The first couple olsdays the team leader, with his bowl in hand, happily went
laughing from door to doass asking everybody, “So, did it save you a lot of energy? Do
you think the people’s commune i§ a good.idea or what?”

Everybody in the village was hapay.,;They all said it was a great idea and the
team leader responded; “These days ou::‘.liyefs are more comfortable than that of a

» 53 . 4
carefree loafer! " )
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Naturally, Jiazhen was reluctant to see our five mu of land be returned to the
people’s commune. For rhe past ten years our family had completely depended upon
this five mu to survive, and then, in the blink of an eye, this land became the public’s.
Jiazhen would often say, “If they reallocate the land later, | want our same five mu

back.””
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The iron smelting area was evacuafed, and the cauldron they had purchased in
town arrived. They had also boughtia petr’c__)‘L;drum. A whole bunch of the villagers had
never seen a petrol tank before; and they all thought it was a really curious object. They

asked what kind of gadget it was.{-had seeh;‘ih’ejn-before during the war so | told them,

“It's a petrol drum. lt’s;:the rice bowl a car uses to eat.” [] Eirst they set the petrol tank
up where Old Sun’s house had stood. They threw in all those broken pots, iron sheets
and other stuffs, and thén they added water, covering the vat with a wooden cover. This
was how we went@bout smelting ironsAs ssooniasithe water dnside began to boil, the
wooden cover would shake, dancing up and down as the steam rushed out. In the end,

smeltingironsreally wasn't the much different from Cooking meat: o
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| [Fu gui] used to think that | was the only wastrel— | never imagined that the
team leader was one, too. | stood less than a hundred feet away, watching the team
leader and the rest of them take perfectly good oil and pour it over the straw. The oil was
being taken right out of our mouths . and now in their hands, was going up in smoke and
flames. They poured the oil.we were meant {0 cook with on the straw roof, and the
flames whisked upward, @aneing in the sky, while~the smoke rolled back and forth
across the roof. Poor Old_Sun— only after his house was burned to ash and the
surrounding ground was blackened by thﬁ; flames did he finally wipe away his tears and
stagger way. The peoplein the village heard him say, “My pot's been smashed, my

house has been burned, it |0oks |ike, | §houT_d probably die, too.” >
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| told Youqing, “If other people take a shit why the hell should you go wipe their ass?”

**Ibid., p. 187.
*Ibid., p. 108-109.
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Youging didn’t understand what | meant, and after looking at me for a while he
began to giggle. That pissed me off so bad | almost slapped him upside the head.
“Those lambs belong to the commune now,” | said. “What the hell do you have to

do with them?”
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After the team leader réturned for the last time, he annouficed, “From tomorrow on, the
dining hall will o€ closed.Everybody: better hurrypuprand-gasintaztown to buy pots. It'll be
just like before: Every family will cook for themselves.”

Back-when all this had.started, all it-took-was, one,werd, from-the,team leader and
we had all smashed our pots, and now"with another“word from him'we-all had to go buy

61
new ones.

“Ibid., p. 104.
*bid., p. 120.
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Then the leader came. After/we [Fugui a'rj;g_ Wang Si] finished telling him what had

happened he yelled at us, “Fuck; if you kil each other what the hell am | supposed to

say to the higher-ups?” [...] The team Ieaderi_-bgprowed a sickle from someone beside

him, put the potato dgwn on the ridge and with one svvift;swipe the sweet potato was
split in two. But the feam leader’s aim was off, leaving-one huge piece and one tiny
peace. | said, “Team leader, how do we split this up?”

The team{leaderisaidy “That's easy,”.

With other swift swipe, he Cut a chunk off the big piece and put it into his
pocket=that-chunk-wasshiss, He.handed, Wang Si.and me, the two remaining pieces.

“Are they'about the samke size?” A
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*Yu Hua, To Live, p. 141.
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After the team leader drove the otherssout.he got up to close the door. Then,
without even trying to chumrupto us, hettirned right-around and said, “Fugui, Jiazhen, if
you’ve got something good terealylet meiin on it.”

Jiazhen and | looked atveach othé';. The team leader was normally pretty nice to
us, and now here he wasbegging: How could we not help him out? Jiazhen reached
into her clothes and took out thatr_.litt;le r@ej;bag. She gave the team leader a small
handful, saying, “Team.eader, that's all I"!:cap give. Take it home and cook some rice
soup.” . "é.rf-_.!

“That's enough, that's engligh; ™ the team deader repeated.

The team leader had Jiazhien put thefﬁah,'gjful of rice in his pocket. Then clasping

his pocket with both.h?nds, he laughed out loud-and vvent‘;out the door. As soon as the

team leader left, tears fell from Jiazhen’s eyes- she was cryiﬁ’g for that handful of rice.”
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Dieyi’s makeup for that night’'s performance was too heavy, and it made him look
cheap, like a harlot. With society decaying from inside out, it was all one could do to put

69
a false face.
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A harsh and-’_i'_jisembodied voice came from soj}lewhere above him [Duan
Xiaolou], as though it Emperor of Heaven himself were""?_ﬁterrogating him. But there
wasn'’t just one inquisitor. They were taking turns haranguing him so that each voice
would retain itst intimidating force: jHenhad o) neveal, eveny+transgression he had
committed sinCe jhe’d first entered the opera school. He told them about his old evil
habits ,of frequenting brothels. and, carrying ~en-shamelessly, with sprostitutes. They
demanded names."They'demanded dates. They wanted toknow every‘trivial detail of his

behavior. He felt they were stripping away his psyche, layer by layer.

* Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine , p. 181.

“Ibid., p. 187
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Xiaolou was exhausted in both body and spirit. If only they would let him sleep
and return to the world tomorrow as an obedient nobody, a faceless member of the

71
crowd.
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Xiaolou stared at Dieyi with incomprehension, no longer able to recognize either

his old friend or the man his friend désoribih!qf__They become strangers.

The other members of the eompany}w;fa_\'iched in horror as Dieyi continued his

denunciation. [...] e
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Abruptly, he.fé:'[I silent. He had seen Xiaolou's face;j:hrough the curtains of flame
and dancing ash, wearing a complicated expression he ’C’auld not read. Although the
two were only a few féet away from each other, they séemed to be separated by an
unbridgeable and unfathomable distance:

Dieyi's head was pounding. What had he said? Struggle to the death? He had

destroyed everything. Itawas, toe.late. 4
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“A revolution is not'a dinner barty, o__rjwriting an essay. It is not painting a picture
or doing embroidery. It cannot be se refined. It €annot be so gentle or leisurely; it cannot

be so soft or polite. Revolution is a violér;‘i_—-@ciion by which one class overthrows

another.”

The announcer’sivoice boomed through the meeting hall.

Sound had always been a powerful force in China.’In peacetime there were bells
tolling the hours: Imwartime-there wereydirgesiwhen aMherg+ost+in battle. Now, when a
political movement was launched, loudspeaker created an air of authoritarian unity. Ever
since liberationsloudspeakers-had, been jthe,Party’'s most powerful. and; irresistible tool
for propaganda. A loudspeakernever got tired of talking,'never wanted-to take a day off.

The constant haranguing was imprinted indelibly in people’s mind. 73
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The ground shook with the thundering broadcast, but people often couldn’t
make out the words because of the distortion created by the tremendous volume. All
that came through was a series of emotions. The voice ranged from charming to violent,
from flattering to earnest, by turns passionaie, serrowful, or agitated. It resembled
nothing so much as the sheeked eries of'a crowa:

“Be Chairman Mao’s.good‘siudent!”

“Always follow in Chairman Mao's footsteps!”

These were the chantsof Chairman Mao’s “little generals,” the Red Guards. With
any adult a potential“enemy jof the revc?lutjon, children had become the only true
revolutionaries. ClassesiWerg suspended s;.tha_t students could search people’s homes
for anything associated with eithgr West:’ei;érl.culture or traditional Chinese culture.
Sometimes they engaged in*“criticism”and “é{'rﬁgjgle sessions.” It was all very novel and
glorious, and the children were excited sirﬁply. to be a part of such an important,
revolutionary movemept;.fﬂbﬁi
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& Shay Sayre, Cynthia King and Jennings Bryant, Entertainment and Society Influences,

Impacts, and Innovations, (New York: Routledge, 2010), p. 421.
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People became accustomed to doing as they were told without asking question.
There was even an officialsway-of-holding Chairman*Mao’s book of quotations. Thumbs
had to be pressed tightly to the'open pages, while index, middle, and ring fingers had to
be pressed tightly to the gpenscovern. The three fingers that held the cover symbolized
the “Three Loyalties”: loyalty 0 Chairman Mao; loyalty to Mao Zedong Thought; and
loyalty to the revolutionary path of Chairma_ﬁ Mao. The little fingers lay across the bottom
of the book, symbolizing the “Four Extremés”: limitless love for Chairman Mao; limitless

belief in Chairman Mao; limitless faith‘and |o§§a|ty to Chairman Mao; and limitless worship
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® Andrew Langley, "The red terror," in The Cultural Revolution: Years of Chaos in China,
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When the weather cleared, renovations on the opera house were completed. It
had been completely remodeled and redecorated. On either side of the stage hung a
new set of couplets, written in.white paint on a red background. The one on the left read:
“The arts should serve thesworkers, peasants; and-soldiers.” The one on the right read:
“Art should serve the goals glssogcialism.” The verses were clumsy and did not attempt to
match the poetic quality ofithe lings they F';ad replaced. Four large characters ran across

the top of the stage: “Up with thie proletariat, and down with the bourgeoisie.” "
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“What's the point of these revolutionary model opera? Dammit! There’s no real

passion, and no real moral, either. They're as dry as dust!”®
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By the mid-1960sideologues wére saying that art was decadent and corrupt,
and that it only exited togmanipulate people’s feeling. If people were led astray by

unsavory influences, production would be adversely affected; and material production
: N

was paramount in the New Socigty. Emotions were merely a kind of poison.81
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[...] Chairman Mao had once said: “Nowhere in the world is there love without
reason. Nor is there hatred without a cause.” But he had been wrong. Love was by its
very nature unreasoning, while hatred has a thousand causes. The great revolutionary
didn’t understand this at all.
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“Art is the most exalted thing in this world. It is pure and beautiful like a cherry

blossom as it opens. There must be someone there who can appreciate it fully at that

glorious but ephemeral moment. Otherwise, it will have blossomed in vain” %
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When | went to the city I'd try to avoid crowded areas. There were always people
getting into fights in town, and on a few occasions | saw people beaten so badly they

couldn’t get up off the ground.86
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[...] There were even posters*hanging over Fengxia and Erxi's front door. Inside they
had good ol" Chairman Mae words Writter"g on their washbasin, and printed on Fengxia’s
pillowcase was “Never Forget €lass Struggle.” The characters on their quilt read “March
Forward through the GreafStorms.” Ever;Enlght Erxi and Fengxia literally slept on the

. 87 .
words of Chairman Mao: 4 -
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Xiaolou stood up, filled with righteous indignation.

“Any opera singer worth his salt knows the key to a lively performance is
interaction with the other players. | was just trying to interact with Yang Zirong and be a
foil for him. The stage is like a plot of tilled earth—you have to grow lots of different

crops. What's wrong with that?” %
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Several hours later, Dieyi built a small'fire and threw-in the*scraps of cloth. They

imploded like withering faces, and Dieyi watched this mass cremation of decades of

* Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine, p. 195.

*Ibid., p. 180.
*bid., p. 192.
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personae while bitter smoke scratched at his already raw throat. He felt he was killing off

parts of himself, but this was far better than letting the authorities do it. -
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| returned to Northeast Gaomi Township to compile a family chronicle, focusing on the
famous battle on the banks of the Black Water River that involved my father and ended
with the death of a Jap general. An old woman of ninety-two sang to me, to the
accompaniment of bamboo clappers. “Northeast Gaomi Township, so many men, at
Black Water River the battle began, Commander Yu raised his hand, cannon fire to
heaven; Jap souls scattered across the plain, ne’er to rise again, the beautiful champion
of women, Dai Fenglian, ordered rakes for a barrier, the Jap attack broken. [...] The Dai
Fenglian in her clapper-song was my grandma. | listened with barely concealed
excitement, for her tale proved that the strategy ol.stopping the Jap convoy with rakes
had sprung from the mindref*my-own kin, a member-of the weaker sex. No wonder my
grandma is feted a trailblazerof the anti-Japanese resistance and a national hero. ?
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? Mo Yan, Red Sorghum (United States of America: Penguin books, 1993), p. 13.

’ Hong Lysa and Huang Jianji ,The Scripting of a National History: Singapore and Its

Past (Hong Kong : Hong Kong University Press, 2008), p. 73.
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At the moment of my grandma, the old woman grew expansive. Her narration
was choppy and confused, like a shower of lgaves at the mercy of the wind. She said
that my grandma had the smallest feet of any.woman in the village, and that no other
distillery had the staying pewer of ours:*The threaeof her narrative evened out as she
talked of the Jiao-Ping highway..*\When the highway was extended this far...sorghum
only waist high... Japs censcripted: all "feble-bodied workers...Working for the Japs,
slacked off, sabotage...togk youp family’s two big mules...built a stone bridge over the
Black Water River...Arhat, syour farr_.nil;y’s %re[nan...something fishy between him and
your grandma, so everyone said...Aiyaya,ﬁwhe_n your grandma was young she sowed
plenty of wild oats...Your dad waé :a_;capab-;t'éé__k_?(-)y, Killed his first man as fifteen, eight or
nine out of every ten bastard kids iurn ou‘r&-’ki@id... Arhat hamstrung the mule...Japs

caught him and skinned him ative...Japs fplyighered people, shit in their pots, and

pissed in their basin, I:fvvent for water once that year, quess’{zwrhat | found in my bucket, a

human head with the pigtail still attached...”

Arhat Liuf played jassignificant role 4n my ifamily’s Mistery, but there is no hard
evidence that he had an affair with my grandma, and, to tell the truth, | don’t believe it. |
understeod, thelogie, ofswhat the.old clay-pot was-sayingsbut-it still embarrassed me.
Since Uncle Arhat'treated my*father like' a grandson,” that*would*make me sort of his
great-grandson; and if my great-granddad had an affair with my grandma, that’s incest,
isn’t it? But that's hogwash, since my grandma was Uncle Arhat's boss, not his

daughter-in-law, and their relationship was sealed by wages, not by blood. He was a
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faithful old hand who embellished the history of our family and brought it greater glory

than it would have had otherwise. !
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Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 13-14.

® Interview Mo Yan, 1993 cited in Lau Kin Chi, "Gender subaltern as perspective in
Reading Mo Yan, Wang Shuo and Zhang Jie," (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy,
Hong Kong University,1999), p. 105.
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When the peasants took breaks from their work in the fields, the older people
would sit on a rock and begin telling tales.... Every time the tale was told, something was
added. The more times the tale was told, the richer it became. The images became

more and more colorful. Gradually, history became myth. °
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One of the deriérits of our creative writings is our being "too" honest, mistaking
the truthful to jo€ a dinect copyingrof whatzlife is, mmotrdaringste soar in freedom with
spreadout wingsg, of imagination. What is literary creativity? Creativity is to break through
existing=achievements and, nerms, get rid sof=bondages; and maximumally venture,

discover;and open“up new horizons, which'include“depicting possibly-existing "lies" as

¢ Laifong Leung, Morning Sun: Interviews with Chinese Writers of the Lost Generation

(New York: Armonk Sharpe, 1994), p. 149-150.
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truer than Truth. The writer must dare to and be good at messing and muddling things
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Our house, which had sheltered th’:e father and son of the Shan family as then
grew rich, they had sheltered Grar_wddad a’{t?( his murderous deed, then had sheltered

Grandma, Granddad, Father, Uncle Arhat, 'é’hﬂ}all the men who worked for them, a

sanctuary for their kindnesses.ané their grig;(ér_jces, had now completed its historical

mission. | hated that '§anctuaw: though it had sheltered éecent emotions, it had also
sheltered heinous crimes. Father, when you were hiding in’fﬂj{e burrow we dug for you in
the floor of my home“back in 1957, you recalled thdse days of your past in the
unrelenting darkness s @ninefewer tham365:0ceasions,An yoursmind you saw the roof of
your house crash down amid the flames, and wondered what was going through the
mind of«yourfather,.my granddad.~So my fantasies-were-chasing yoursswhile yours were

chasing Granddad’s. P

"Interview Mo Yan, 1987 cited in Lau Kin Chi, "Gender subaltern as perspective in
reading Mo Yan, Wang Shuo and Zhang Jie," (Doctor’s Dissertation, Faculty of Philosophy,
Hong Kong University,1999), p.116.

® Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 181.
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| had learned to love the Northeast_Gaomi ngynship with all my heart, and to hate it with
unbridled fury. | didn’t realize uniit'd-grown 'qu;;ﬂhat Northeast Gaomi Township is easily

the most beautiful and most repulsive, mos‘t’;l;hysual and most common, most sacred

and most corrupt, mo’§t heroic and most bastardly, hardesi—drinking and hardest loving
place in the world. Thé-people of my father's generation whé’iived there ate sorghum out
of preference planting“as much of it as they could. In late autumn, during the eighth
lunar month, vast stretches~of (RedaSorghum: shimmered like .a*sea of blood. Tall and
dense, it reeked, of glory, cold and graceful, it promised enchantment, passionate and
loving, it, wasstumultuous. f«. . J-Over decades, that.seem,but;a-moment in time, lines of
scarlet figures shuttled among the'sorghum stalks to'weave=a vast*human tapestry. They
killed, they looted, and they defended their country in a valiant, stirring ballet that makes
us unfilial descendants who now occupy the land pale by comparison. Surrounded by

, ., ) 10
progress, | feel a nagging sense of our species’ regression.

° Ibid., p. 181.
“Ibid., p. 2.
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The sorghum that looked like a sea of blood whose praises | have sung over and
over, has been drowned in a raging flood of revolution and no longer exists, replaced by
short-stalked, thick-stemmed, broad-leafed plants covered by a white powder and
topped by beards as long as dogs’ tails. High-yield with a bitter, astringent taste it is the
source of rampant constipation. With the exception of cadres above the rank of branch
secretary, all the villagers’ faces are the coleroisrusty iron.

How | loathe hybridsserghum.

Hybrid sorghum never seéms to ripen. Its gray-green eyes seem never to be
fully opened. | stand in frent of Second Grandma’s grave and look out at those ugly
bastards that occupy theddamain’ of the Red Sorghum. They assume the name of
sorghum, but are bereft tall straight sfalkstthgzy assume the name of sorghum, but are
devoid of the dazzling sorghum Qolor. Laéking_the soul'and bearing of sorghum, they

pollute the pure air of the Northeast Gaomi Tgwnship with their dark gloomy, ambiguous

faces. Tt 220

Being surrounded by hyt;rid':sorghumjiinsj‘;ills in me a powerful sense of loss. "
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Surrounded by hybrid sorghum, whose snakelike leaves entwine themselves
around my body whose pervasive green poisons my thoughts, | am in shackles from
which | cannot break free, | gasp and groan, and because | cannot free myself from my
suffering | sink to the depths of despair.

Then a desolate sound comes from the heart of the land. It is both familiar and
strange, like my father’s voice, and like UnclesArhat's voice, and like resonant singing
voices of Grandma, Second-Grandma, and third-Grandma, the woman Liu. The ghosts
of my family are sending me.a'message to point the way out of this labyrinth: [...] there
is also a stalk of pure-Red.Sorghum Whicfj you must sacrifice everything, if necessary, to
find. When you have found'it, Wwield it high as you re-enter a world of dense brambles
and wild predators. It'ls your talismén, ;s well as our family’s glorious totem and a
symbol of the heroic spirit of Northeast Gac;!:milT(_)wnship!13
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But | never again met anyone as unforgettable as Fugui. Never did | meet
anyone who was not only so clear.about his life experiences, but also able to recount
them so brilliantly. He was the kind of person.who.could see his entire past. He could
clearly see himself walkingras'ayoung man, ana-he-eould even see himself growing old.
It's very rare to meet this kind of*old man in the country. Perhaps the difficulties and
hardships of life destroy the other’s merr";ories. They often face the past with a kind of
numbness. Not knowing what t6 do,they simply dismiss the past with an awkward smile.
They lack interest in their own experie;ncesj Just like gossip or hearsay, they remember
only fragments—which often are not even ‘%ellate_d to their own experiences. One or two
sentences is enough to expressr :e_;vmerythih;g;{r{ey stand for. | often hear the younger

» 15

generation mocking them: “Oncerthey hit o/d}ég;;_eé*j, they start living like dogs.
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Every day morning I'd wake up with my onl#worry being howsl should spend the
day. My ‘father would sigh in despair, reprimanding me for.failingito bring honor to our
ancestors. | would think that bringing honor to ancestors wasn’t my job alone. | would

say to myself, why should | give up my days of fun to worry about boring stuff like

® Faadeniu, utin 22-23.
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honoring the ancestors? Moreover, when my dad was young he’d been just like me. Our
family used to have over two hundred mu of land, but once my father got his hands on it
he managed to lose over half. | said to my father, “Don’t worry, my son will honor the
ancestors.”

We should leave something good for the next generation anyway. [...]

Actually, after | started gambling | really did want to honor my ancestors. |

wanted to win back that one hundred mu of land my dad lost. !
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My father-in-law turned around and saw me. He took two steps toward me and
shouted, “Beast! Come here!”

| stood there without moving- how could | dare move? My father-in-law waved his
fist at me, shouting, “Come over here, you animal! Why don’t you come over here and
wish me ‘good morning’? Listen to me, you bastard. Do you remember what it was like
when you married Jiazhen? Well that's what it is going to be like today when | take her
away. Look, this is a wedding carriage, these are bells and gongs. I'm going to make
today even more memorable than the day you married her!” [...] “Animal from now on
you'll have nothing to do with Jiazhen! The .€hen family will never again have any

dealings with you Xus! - .
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Jiazhen and | were worried rarbout Fe_f'r}gxia. She was getting older, and we felt we

should really find her a husband.Fengxia loeked just liked Jiazhen did when she was

younger. If it hadn’t been for sickness when isﬁé,j/vas little, the matchmakers would have

already broken dowmisour_door._As_time went by Aad. :léss and less energy and it
seemed like Jiazhen would never recover for her illness. We'd been through a lot in this
life, and just a pear falls from a tree when it’s ripe, we were also getting to ripe old age.
But we couldn’t=stop wernying about: Femgxiar She was differentfrom other people. Who

would be there te,take care of her when she got old?®
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Poor Youging, bugied with enly al layer of clothes to protect him. | wouldn't let
Jiazhen be buried like that. No /maitter how poor we are, | had to buy her a coffin.
Otherwise | wouldn't have béen apla To Li\T@ with myself. [...] I went from house to house
around the village borrowing money, I'm n(;t sure what was wrong with me, but as soon
as | said the money was 0 buy J|azhen casket | wouldn’t help but cry. Everyone in the
village was poor, and all the borfowed money: put together still wasn’t enough to buy a

coffin. It was only after the team (eader gathgﬁe'q together some public funds that | was

finally able to go to the(’rneiqhborinq village to hire a carpenter. i
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| took care of the funafals for every-d-he-in my family. | buried them all with my
v ol
own hands. When the day e¢omes. that my bodyigoes stiff, there will be no one left to

worry about. I've also made up:my- mind thatfyyfqien it's my turn to die, I'll go peacefully

and quietly. There'sng need for me to worry about'not h_aVi_ng anyone to bury me- I'm
sure the people in the“village will take care of it. The momehf my body starts to stink, I'm
sure the smell will be unbearable and they’ll get rid of me*in a hurry. | won't let them bury
me for nothing;~there's ten yuan undermy pillow,; and evensif Ishave to starve to death
there’s no way' I'm touching ‘that ten~yuan. Everyone=in the' village knows that money is
for whoever buries me. They also_know that after 1-die | .want to be buried with Jiazhen

and the others. *°
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| talked to Mom about borrowing some;money from some friends and relatives in
town to open a small shop. After hearing my‘idéea,.Mon didn’t utter a sound; she didn’t
want to leave. When people-getting old" they're-like-that, unwilling to move. | said to
Mom, “The house and land ali*belong tolLong Er now. Setting up our home here is just
the same as anywhere elsg” \

After hearing this, Momi was silent for a long time before saying, “Your father’s
grave is still here.” ‘
4
That one sentene€ made me stop th‘rnking of any ideas. -
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My mom would often say the mud of the earth is the best thing for people’s
health. Not only could it grow crops, but it could cure diseases, too. In all the years

since then, whenever I've injured myself, I've always pressed a clump of wet mud

*vu Hua, To Live, p. 46.
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against my wound. My mom was right: you shouldn’t scoff at those clumps of mud, as

, ) ) 33
they’re a cure for all kinds of sicknesses.
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“Back theny” Dieyi rambled jon, ¢ he foughtl with the.other-boys at the school. He
protected me and taught them not to pick on me. But once he fell onto some sharp
rocks and cutrhis forehead-open He, still;has, a=scar abeve, his-brew. sHe regarded the

other twg.meaningfully. “That’s the 'kind*of thing that'stays with yourlife.” o

* Lilian Lee, Farewell to My Concubine (United States of America: Penguin Books,

1993), p. 77.
*Ibid., p. 177.
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When he looked up he saw-a itile boy in‘the cul-de-sac. The boy was about ten

years old, and he was smiling and-holding afpéw_}born baby. The baby was still streaked

with blood from the.a’_ﬂerbirth, and her hair was damp. S’émeone had tied an old rag
around her belly. Dieyi peered at the boy quizzically- it was’X:iao Douzi. It was himself!
A contemptuous smile crept across Xiao Douzi’s mouth, like the icy grin of an
evil ghost come=to torment Dieyi'sydreams: Theyihadibeen abandoned, all of them.
Perhapsghe was already dead. Maybe his mother had killed him when he was
ten, and,thesman he was.today was only ;a.ghost-0Oxr maybe-he. was, that abandoned

baby girl. Suddenly, he didn't kKnow'who or where he'was. L
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“Mother, | am doing fine here,” Dieyi dictated. “Please don’t worry about me. My
classmate Xiaolou looks after me very well. We rehearse together day and night, and we
also costar on the stage. We've known each/other for more than ten years, now, and our
mutual affection is very deep.” [...]

The scribe had folded up the letter and-putiitinto an envelope, which he sealed
with a few grains of rice.

“What addressis thig'letiérto be sent to?”

Without saying a werd Dieyi took the letter from him and walked away. When he

was halfway home, hetore it up and,thiew it away. \
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“If | don't make it,” he whimpered to Juxian one day, “please try to remember
what was good about me.”

Moved by his misery, Juxian held him until he became calm.

“Don’t be silly,” she admonished him. “You’re going to be fine!”

He looked up at the face of the woman leaning over him and saw his mother, a
vague shadow in his delirium.

“Mother!” he called-eut, embracing Juwiansuddenly. “I want to die!”

“You’re going to be fine'” dUxian repeated gently.41
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Abruptlyiihe fellssilent. Heyhad seensXiaolou’s fface through the curtains of flame

and dancing ash; wearing a compliCated expression he could not read. Although the

two were only a.few, feet away.from, eachsother, they, seemed, to-Desseparated by an

unbridgeable'and unfathomable distance:
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[...] Seeing Xiaolou again was unbearably painful.

He had been drifting along for many years, like a lonely boat on a river, or a
fallen leaf. He had grown used to living witheukfeeling; to speak of the past meant only
pain, He could still feel thesweight of Xiatlou's-hand-on his shoulder, as though he had
not taken it away, as though ithadalways been there. He shivered.

“How are you?” Xiaelou@asked. |

“Fine. And you?” [ 4] k¥

Dieyi spoke. ’d

“Since my rehapilitation; l, haven't ;appe_ared in any full-length operas. It's just
been repertory. jr_

“Well it takes too much dime and enérg-'y{*to do an entire show, anyway. But I'm
glad to hear that you were rehabifitated. It's é;;}c')gd.thing.”

“| suppose so.;'But you can'’t bright back the past.”_:

Only then did Xiaolou notice that Dieyi was missing one of his little fingers. His
stage career really finished. He had once had the most Beautiful hands in the theatre,

but now they were better suitedifor lighttrmanualilabar, like making night-light cups.43
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There was no one in the theatre exceptXiaolou and Dieyi. They were backstage,
putting on their makeup,preparing to play for-the-empty house. [...] Age had taken
away much of his strength and flexibility, but despite the fact that he had lost much of
his range of movement, Digyl was &iill full of spirit. [...]

“Dieyil” 14

As the blood 00zed from' his 7bod’;(, Dieyi felt a kind of satisfaction spreading
through him. It was like applause. This wasf:the Iast act, the perfect climax.

“Brother!” Xiao Douzi!® Xiagipu wa's:j'éfl(;uting. It sounded like he practicing his

scales, the way they did as €hildren at Taoranting Park. The stage seemed to echo with

children’s voices.

o el

“Brother!” Xiaclou was shaking him. “The play-is overl’

Dieyi returned toihis senses. The glittering tragedy-was over.”
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He had fled to Hong Kongi by sea f:ﬁ-c;'ind'Fujian. Unlike General Xiang Yu, he had
vl

chosen To Live. His life was ot a p!-aﬂy. == 1

sl

In real life, Xiaolou, the General, cros;si-e?_j the water to safety, refusing to die for a

country that didn’t want him.
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Hong Kong was filled with ordinary men and women who resorted to a host of
ploys and scams simply to scrape by. Housing was one of life’s biggest worries. Like
insects living in holes underground, people occasionally poked their heads up into the
fresh air, seeking a better way, but they always burrowed back down into the mud. One
was lucky even to have a cramped and dingydittlesdwelling. There were just too many

people living in the city.* q
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“Shanghai man, where is the turtle?”

£l amsnot, Shanghainesel” Xiaolou,said emphatically, in his poor, Cantonese. “I've
told you gver and over, I'm from Peking!”

“What's the difference?” asked the boy.

Xiaolou was at a loss, and simply repeated himself.

“I'm from Peking, not Shanghai!”

“Ibid., p. 233-234.
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“Where’s the turtle?” 9
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The two old men leaned. their heads close together, trying to make out friends
from long ago. ],

“This is Xiao zongzif Isa't it. Whatever happened to him?” Xiaolou asked.

“He died in a ‘cowshed! durring‘thefCIeran Up Saocial Classes’ campaign.”

“Here’s Xiao Heizi!” 7 i J‘ 4

“He died of illness sometirhé_after hewfs sent down.”

How about Xiao Sanzi? He was the sy:'idn;}giest kid there!”

‘I expect he died quietty. Both hi‘g*:j-léga were broken while he was being

tortuned, but he Iivec_t:on for many vears after that. He txlpok to drinking and died of

hepatitis.”

“What about Xido Meitou?” .

“| heard-herbecame a panaplegicy He fell offia beamyonee when he was setting
up the lights for @;performance in a factory.”

Rieyi-smiled-gently-as he put away the photo. He felt sad, but also, lucky.

“Stop "asking"question.“Let's*just’count our-blessings. At*least*we’re alive and

5 51
well.

“Ibid., p. 235.
*Ibid., p. 50.
" Ibid., p. 246-247.
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“I miss Peking.” His voice was barely«audible over the clanging drums and
cymbals. <
“If | said | missed Pekingythat,would make sense. But you still live there. How

can you miss it?” \

“The longer I'm there, the more | miss it. Brother, the Bell Tower doesn’'t even

it

ring anymore.” ) .
) A
“What's not ringing? What BellTower?”
He looked at Dieyi quizzically. His me}ndry was failing. -
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The'most/pressing problemin histlife was his apartment. The owner had told him
that he wanted the place for himself now. Soon, Xiaolou would have nowhere to go. All of
China and all of Hong Kong had abandoned him. [...] There wasn’t even any refuge in

. 53
virtue anymore.

2 Ibid., p. 245.
*Ibid., p. 255.
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| thought | should¢have died but I didn’t. | escaped with my life from the
battlefield, and when [FCameé home Lohg E? took my place as the fall guy. The graves of
my ancestors must have'been in the right p;;_ace._
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A heat wave lasting several days followed that month of rain, and all the rice in
the fields rotted. When night fell and the wind blew, the stench was unbearable, not

unlike that of rotting corpses. At first everyone hoped that we would still be able to use

*" Ibid,.p. 28.
*Ibid., p. 85.
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the rice straw, but because we couldn’t harvest the rice, the straw also rotted. We were
left with nothing. The team leader said the county magistrate would send us grain, but
no one ever saw any. No one completely believed what the leader said, but then again

no one dared not to believe. How could we get by if everyone lost hope? %
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Look-at the people-around-me L ongsErand Chungsheng«Ilhey; each had their
day in the sun, but'in'the end they have lost their lives.” If's"better To Live ordinary life. If

you go on striving for this and that, you'll end up paying with your life. Take me, for

*Ibid., p. 132.
* Helen Finken, "EAA Interview with Yu Hua, Author of To Live (Huo Zhe)" Education

about Asia Volume 8 number 3 (Winter 2003) : 21.
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instance: The longer I've managed to squeeze by, the more useless I've become, but in

the end I've lived a long time. One by one, everyone | knew died, but I'm still living. °
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The cavalryman’s shiny black eyes were blinking a mile a minute as a stream of
gibberish poured from his mouth. Father knew he was pleading for his life as he reached
into his shirt pocket with he handed to Granddad ashe muttered: “Jiligula minluwawa...”

Father walked up-terget-a closer look at-the plastic wallet, which held a color
photograph of a lovely young®weman holding a pudgy infant in her milky-white arms.
Peaceful smiles adorned their faces: [...] |

“You goddamn bastard, so/vou can'cry, too? Since you know all about kissing
your wife and child, why goareund _mUrde?ing ours? You think that if you squeeze out a
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A dan has to be even more feminine than a woman. In real life, a woman'’s
charms are enough, but something else is needed for the stage. It takes a man to
understand what other man desire. A dan must have that elusive quality and the ability

to merge into his character until the actor and the opera are one.”
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The theatre was a world efillusion; bgti;-ii,jvas the only world he knew. The rest of

the world seemed to.d_jfift by him, no more substantial than a dream.®
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*Ibid., p. 85.
®Ibid., p. 118.
*Ibid., p. 116.



136

Assorted mirrors seemed to lie in ambush on every available wall. There were
large ones, small ones, round ones, squares, and oblongs. Dieyi liked to admire himself
in these mirrors and practice the stylized gestures of Peking opera. Pointing gracefully
at an imaginary companion, he indicated “you.” Touching his heart with the middle
finger of the right hand was “I.” “He” was an elaborate flourish with both hands, first lest,
then right, and ending with an arc.

He practiced flirting in the mirror, too. His expressive eyes seemed to dance- he
was beautiful. What man could resist him? '
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Dieyi’s fervent admirgrs were deluded, however. It wasn’t him they loved— it was
the idea of him. Men loved him as a:womar{f‘;‘-rwomen loved him as a man. Nobody knew
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He felt depressed, for while he tried to keep in practice, he no longer had a
place in the world. He had tried hard to be politically active, but he didn’t fit into the New

Society. %
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Standing in one of the boxes, he _,Iobkedl down on the stage and imagined he saw
)

himself there as Yu Ji. [4"] 7
The audience listened with :rapt aﬂ;éntion, devouring his image. But it was all

transitory, a beautiful nightmare, gnd the audience was an audience of ghosts. [...]

Dieyi lingered there a.long time, upii-l',;the spell was broken by the sudden

crackling of a loudspeaker. :
“The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution is a—great revolution that shakes
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people’s souls!” The words echoed: “shakes people’s souls!...souls!
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“Costumes and -wedding dresses aren't the same thiﬁQ at all. A wedding dress is
meant for a solemn and*sacred ritual.” She winked at him>*Do you know when | decided

to buy myself this dress? ;The, madam thought | was deaving-empty-handed, but I'd been

planning this ever, since Ifirstmet'you.” r
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“| am grateful to all of you for your concern, but | intend to wait for Xiaolou.” She
straightened herself and went on with composure. “| won't divorce him, and I'm willing to
accept the consequences. | am his true wife.”” [...] “Although | used to be a prostitute,
| have been faithful to one man. Even in the old society, no one could force a wife to
betray her husband or abandon him. Dieyi is right about one thing, Xiaolou. I'll never

repent- I'll never change my mind, even until the day | die.” 74
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Juxian had .a’EWays gotten what she wanted. St;le.'had charm, beauty, and
intelligence. She had wanted Xiaolou, and she had boughf’her freedom. Now she had
chosen her own death. ™
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Chungsheng walked over by the tree in front of our house and said to me,
“Fugui, | came to say good-bye.”

“Where are you going?” | asked.

He bit his teeth trying to hold back his emotions as uttered “I don’t want To Live
anymore.”

His words shocked.me. | quickly” grabbed hold of his arms and said,
“Chungsheng, don't be ridieulous. You've got a-wife-and son.”

As soon as he heard.ihis,.€hungsheng started to cry.

“Fugui, everyday .ihey.tie' me up and beat me,” he said. As he spoke he
stretched out his hands. “Féel myhands.” .

The second | touched then l_.reélizefhig hand felt as'if they had been boiled. They
were so hot it scared the hell'out of me. | a;keQ him, “Does it hurt?”

He shook his head:.™| Can;t :féel theré‘é_gy;more.” v
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| believe she could have done anything she desired, for she was a hero of

. . ) ) , 78
resistance, a trailblazer for sexual liberation, a model of women’s independence.
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During the Cultural¥Revoldtion (1966-—1976), women’s identity as mother and
wife in the private sphereswas almost covered. Since Mao’s slogan that “The time is
different, and male and female'become th; same” had influenced Chinese society. The
revolution and the socialist eonstruction rééquire_d a more masculine style, so the ideal
image of women was required to berlike a mJag Women had to do hard work according
to men’s standard, and their thoughts, condud,:';ajﬁbility, and even body shape and dress
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* Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 14.

0 Jinghao Zhou, "Keys to Women'’s Liberation in Communist China: An Historical

Overview," Journal of International Women’s Studies Volume 5, (1 November 2003): 70.

* Bu Wei, From Iron Maiden (Tie Gu Niang) to Strong-minded Woman (Nu Qiang Ren)
[online], 1 May 2000. Available from http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/las/studies/pdfs/BuWei.PDF

* Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 13.
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Ever since her mairfiage,  Grandma had lived a life of ease and comfort, and
§,

carrying pole, with its heavy load of fistce{kes,_dug deeply into her delicate shoulder.
Leaving a dark-purple bruise that would acc;’?mpany her as she departed this world and

traveled to the kingdom of heaven: The bruise would be the glorious symbol of a heroic
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* Bu Wei, From Iron Maiden (Tie Gu Niang) to Strong-minded Woman (Nu Qiang Ren)

[online], 1 May 2000. Available from http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/las/studies/pdfs/BuWei.PDF

* Mo Yan, Red Sorghum, p. 63.
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Grandma touched upher haitand smoothed out her clothes, then announced in

a stately manner: “Men, you havé: vvjorked ha;d' I’m young, and have no experience in
abd vl
managing affairs, so I'll need'to rely on everygpgej'g, help to get by. Uncle Arhat, you have

served the family loyally for overa decade,;?afr_)_q. from now on you'll be in charge of all

g =i

distillery affairs. Now. it_hat the elder and younger master h?v_e left us, we need to clean

the table and start a*réw banquet. [...] If we treat the villagers and our customers fairly

and courteously, there’s no reason why we can’t stay in-business. | want you to burn
everything the elder and younger masters used, Anything that.can’t be burned will be
buried. Tonight you'llineed to'‘get plenty lofirest. Welli=what doyou think, Uncle Arhat?”

“We will carry out the young mistress’s orders,” he responded

“If any ofl you wants talleave, inwan’t stand in your way.sAnyone who finds it
difficult to work for a woman should look for employment elsewhere.”

The men exchanged glances. “We'll do our best for the young mistress,” they

., 84
said.

*Ibid., p. 129-130.
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When the other villagers went down to the fields to work, they started to keep
track of work point. | was considered a strong worker, so they gave me ten points. If
Jiazhen hadn’t gotten sick she would have had eight points, but once she got sick she
could only do light work and so had to settle for four. It was a good thing that Fengxia
had grown up. Compared with the other women, Fengxia was considered very strong,

. 86
S0 she was allocated seven points a day.
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Jiazhen was upset that she only thi;-hglf,as many points as she could have

gotten. She couldn’t.g_'et over it. A couple of times she went1o the team leader and told
him she knew she was.sick but she was still able to do heé@ labor. She said, “Wait until

| really can’t work, and then give me four points.”88
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* Yu Hua, To Live, p. 120-121.

& Jinghao Zhou, "Keys to Women'’s Liberation in Communist China: An Historical

Overview," Journal of International Women’s Studies Volume 5, (1 November 2003): 71.

* Yu Hua, To Live, p. 120-121.
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