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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. AKE TANGSUPVATTANA,
PhD., 219 pp.

This study sought to explain the supposedly low level and ineffectiveness of
political participation of ‘Chaoban’ t / people) in Thailand, Deeming political

s& of Michel Foucault's concept of ‘the

cultural explanations to be i
Subject and Power’ toget e faces of power in doing so. The

hypothesis was that the statg l iing of ‘Chaoban’ in such a way as to
have made the ‘Chaobap / \\\ : _nh that they limited their own
political participatory roles .

Apart from déCunié esearchy field, tesearch involving semi-structured
interviews was conductél infa dural area iffLampeng ince and an urban area in the
Bangkok Metropolis. Thig ality differences, if any, in the
outcomes of the process ¢ on Chacban's self-perceptions of
inadequacy and pnliﬁcal participatol

The finings were thal the state's construction of

the self in ‘Choaban™ & equacy including their self-limiting

political participatory Beha
not always ‘ ‘ ; ‘ :
their own pnllnq e behavi

Y, W1 tob Eﬂﬁﬁmﬁf Z.SZ" e

were not mere objects of state action but had their own tactics in responding to the state.
None the less, this did not mean that the ‘Chaoban’ did not exhibit self-limiting political

iour. However, the correlationS did not always obtain. It was

behaviour. It was rather that such self-limitation involved a complex process.
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