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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis was to study characteristics of the
relatives of critically ill#epieont and factors thot influence the level

of stress in the relatives 61 erdpieaiiy iil peticnts, The sclooted
samples were 150 relatives gf erdtically i1l potdents win were admitted
to the medicel, surgical @ndipediatrics departincnts in Songkhla Hospitnl,
Songkhls Province, The questisnnores wore develcped by the_ res;aarcher.
The pre -test was carried out for content welidity and relintility, The
reliability was 0.82 by usimg the coefficient alnha method, The data wes
aralyzed by using varigls statisticehl Methods Sueh os poercentage,
arithemetic mean, standard deviation,t =test, onalysis of variance and

3 = Mathod,

The Major Firdines

1. The level of stress in reletives with higher educationnl
backgrounds was higher than the level of stross in relstives with lower
educational backgrounds, but there was ro stntistically sigmificent
difference at the .05 level, The hypothesis was rejected, The stztement

of hypothesis is "rejatives with higher educational Leckgrourds had higher



level of stress than relatives with lower educcticnal bockgrounds,

2. There was a statistieally significant difference in the level
of stress between twe poirs of age growps, nomely a group of 15 - 25 year
olds compared with & group of 41 ~ 60 year olds rnd a group of 15 ~25
year olds compared with a group of ever 61 year olds at the ,08 level,
The hypothesis was retained. The stategwent 67 lymothesis is" relatives
with different ages should have differénce level-of stress,®

3. There was mo staid€tatelly significant differerce in the level
of stress auong four pairs of relative, namely parents compared with
guerdians; rownles compared’ with' ghildren, eouplos compared with children,
couples compared with guarddans ard children campaped with guardians at
-the 05 level, The hypothesis was retainedy The statement of hypothesis
is" different relations bobween relstives and patients whul’ hove

difference lovel of stress.

4o The findings showed that level of stress in the couples group
was the highest, The hypGthesis was rejected, since fhere was no statistie
cally significant difference at the .05 level, 1The stotement of hypothesis
iz * level of stregs in|thé felfitideslydr erifically il pationt whe were
the guardians was the highest,®

5« Singles relsntives hod higher level 38 Stress) thén moarried
relatives, There wos a statistically signdficant difference Petween two
érDUps of marrieds et the .05 level, The hypothoesis was retaincd. The
statement of hypothesis is ¥ single reletives had higher level of stress
than married relntives,™
N
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