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ABSTRACT : s

Rambutan (Nephelium lappaceum. Linn.) is a kind of tropical
fruit crop which brings @ large amount of income to growers in some
provinces of Thailand. The most extensive grqwing area is confined
to Chanthaburi, Suratthani and Chumphon provices, Rambutan can be
easily grown, has long life with high productivity. Theréfore,

investment in rambutan plantations should attract more attention.

The main objective of this thesis is to study the cost and
rate of return 6n investment in "Rong) Rean' versus “Si Chompoo"
cultivars of rambutan plantations in Chanthaburi Provincerwith 2
types of frrigation system namely, pipe and emitter type -and manually
operated hose type. This study was conducted by interviewing 20 cases
of rawbutan plantation owners with an area of 10 rai and 10 years of .
investment in the plantation. . The “Payback Period", “Net Present
Value", "Benefit/Cost Ratio" and "Internal Rate of Return" methods
were used in the analysis on rate of return, The discount rates of
13 percent, i9 percent and 24 percent per annum were used in this

analysis. The selling price of "Rong Rean" rambutan was 6, 7 ang/



10 baht per kilogram and the selling price of "Si Chompoo" was 3, 4

and 5 baht per kilogram.

Results of the study showed that the lowest cost of investment
in rambutan plantation of "Rong Rean® cultivar with pipe and emitter
type of irrigation during 10 year is 407,248.90 baht, 407,897.60 baht
and 409,846.90 baht with selling price setting at & baht, 7 baht and

10 baht per kilogram, respectively.

Result from the.analysis showed that the investment in “Rong
Rean" -rambutan plantations/with pipe and emitter types of irrigation
is the most attractive project because this project gives payback
period of 5-6 years,posifive net present value at almost every

e —r

discount rates, higher benefit/cost ratio than any other projects and

internal rate of return between 20-35 percent during 10 years.

The problems on investment in rambutan plantation that the
growers in Chanthaburi province have to face inglude higher costs of
plantaticon, financial and marketing problems, pests and or diseases,
scarcity of water and of‘labour at harvest time. The only way to soclve
these problems is _the establishment of a center or a grower cooperative
union with the'aid of “government agencies te help sbive some technical

problems .as well, as, te expand-markets,in the. future.,
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