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One distinguished feature irtherent to any one metropolis is the
abrupt change in every dimension of the society - social, economic as we]i
as many others, This dynamic force precipitates the complication in solving
various problems characteristic to urbanmization, to name a few : traffic,
pollution, mental health, sanitation, slums, delinguency, crime, and
inadequacy of public utility, Of all these, crime - particularly theft
which tops other crimes as a matter of record -~ seems to be the most serious
problem considering its impact on the lgw-abiding citizens, Researches
into the cause of theft in any given community reveal a number of relative
factors : social, economic, community administration as well as physical
surroundings propitious to crime commitment. Many researchers have
confirmed that physical surroundings is causative to theft and other crimes,.
" and if properly designed, theft and other crimes could be reduced or
prevented, However, this depends principally on the nature of each cagegory

of crime,



a.

As a physical designer, the uniter has been making an attempt to
reduce theft through physical designing techniques and has initiated study
on the subject by focusing on a suburban housing estate around Huamark area,
namely Muban Seri situated behind Ramkamhaeng University. _Study is done on
part of Muban Seri by dividing it into two groups., Further, on Muban
Muangtong, located on Patanakarn Road - a housing estate whose residents
are of similar social and economic backgrounds for those of Muban Seri in:
each of these subject groups, the physical surroundings under study, namely
- the road system is already in completion, Due to the fact that the physical
surroundings of a housing estate can be divided into several parts - resi-
dential parts,commercial parts, recreation parts, public service part,
streets, and pavements, attempt has thus been made, by selection of study.
subjects, to keep to a minimum the difference of physical surroundings outside
the scope of this study in the 3 subject groups, eg. the shape of the land,
the number of houses, the description of houses, the size of land, the
locality, the social and economic backgrounds of .residents of the 3 subject

groups,

Some analysts, ic, Newman, Jacob, and Lynch who undertook study on
the impact of physical surroundings on human behaviour, indicate that some
physical characters of roads or streets could help reducing crime, for

instances:

1. The physical characteristics of a street could stimudate and
bring out territoriality from among residents of that area, which evermtually
results in natural protectionism, The street in question must possess
characteristics inherent to that particular group of buildings a stranger

walking on that street is automatically made aware by the physical léy—out ,



Ol

or any constructions or sign on that particular street that he has entered
an area esotiric in its own right, eg. a cul-de-sac, a thoroughfare, The
clarity of territoriality depends on many other physical factors of the
street, the number of houses, visibility, fences, street lights, length and
width of the street. The greater the clarity of territoriality, the higher
the protection,

2. Certain activities on the street eg. shop, street corners,
bus stops, restaurants, government buildings the centre of common activities,
either intentionally or unintentionally, which attract the attemtion of non-
participants, As such both sides of the street are "in sight" almost all
the time, The probability of success is then very limited for crime, houses
alongside a busy street is a good example.

The effectiveness of physical surroundings of a street as crime
protective depends on their visibility, There shoﬁld be no blind-spot on
the street in velation to fences, street lights, the length and width of the
street, the location of houses, 'The nearer to perfection fhe visibility,

the lesser the chance to successfully commit a crime,

Result of the Research

The result comes out partly in accordance with the theory and partly
not, Those not in accordance with the theory could be explained that physical
surroundings of the street is not the only cause of theft; there are other
influential physical surroundings both inside and outside the community,
including social and economic factors in that particular community as well as
community administration, Thus, eventhough the physical surroundings of a
street theoretically facilitate theft protection, they may well be rendered

ineffective by other more influertial factors, eg.



1. The visibility of the physical surroundings of a street is bad:
a cul-de-sac is theoretically theft protective by nature but if houses on
both sides of that street put up wall, or that cul-de-sac is without lightings,
the chance to successfully commit theft is high since visibility is difficult,
2, TFactors on part of the culprit, ic, his behaviour, If he chooses
to carry out his expenditure at night, the chance of being sighted is small
due to lack of "spectators" the physical surroundings of the street do not

bear much weight in this case,

Proposal

Physical surroundings of the street is by no means the sole cause
of theft and no effective solution could bevachie‘ve if other comtributory
or relative causes, namely social, economic, and community administration,
are not simultanecously solved

1. Social

Attempt should be made to promote neighbourhood spirit through

certain common activities, or by keeping each community in various manageable
groups through physical or activity divigion.. This could be initiated and

supplemented by the operator of the housing estate, or the govermment,

2, Economic
An inveterated problem which government after goverrment has
been trying to tackle., As sharp difference of economic status in between
the people is a cause of crime, one ready solution or protective measure,
to be more precise within any one community is to reduce as far as possible

indicators of economic difference, eg. posséssion, amenities,



3. Community Administration
Each housing estate should establigh security corps for self-
protection, comrolled by local residemt in co-operation with local police

authority in order to function efficiermtly within proper limited scope.,

4. Physical Factors
Focus shquld be on the site of the community, site planning
of the housing estate, the nature and description of the street, pavements
including other factors, from the physical designingof sub-groups conducive
to protection down to building designing, especially locality planning,
normally site selection is hardly possible unless the government so regulates

what can be controlled is site planning.

Deriving Benefit

To_ demonstrate the influence of man-made ernvirommermt : apart from
its utility, there can be other side effect which could be detrimental to
its inhabitants beyond amticipation, As for the positive side of this
research, the followings are the conclusion:

1. Physical designer should take imto consideration the repurcussion
from the influence of physical surroundings

2, Lack of locality control in the establishment of community breeds
various social problems including theft,

3. The nature of crime is related to the physical surroundings of
the community eg., either street, pavement, building, location and type of

park etcs could have impact on the crime committed in that surroundings,



0.

L. Apart from man-made envirommemnt or physical surroundings,
there are other natural ermvirormemtal factors which are the conbributory
causes of crime, eg. seasons, times including, and commurity administration,

In order to effectively solve the question of crime, these factors must be

taken into consideration.
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