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ABSTRACT

The purposes 0f this thesis were to survey the institutes
that provided: the continuing education activites in librarilanship
to study the needs, attitudesg motivations, problems including
the library administratcrs' support and the suggestion for
continuing education of public librarians and library administrators.
Research results would be guldelines for the library schools and

other ingtitutes to better the continuing education programs.

The research was done through 140 questicnnaires dist:ibuted
to public librarians and their administrators im 70 Changwats in ‘
Thailand where the publicilibraries wére established. The data
were analyzed and presented in [the fotms of.percentage, mean and

standard deviation.

The findings could be summed up that most of the public
librarians realized that continuing education was important for
qbgir library profession and would help them to progress in their
jobs. For the administrators attitudes, continu;ng education was
neccessary for improving the public librarians working ability and

thelr professional development. The reason of the public librariana

to partisipate in continuing education activities was to lmprove



their working efficiency. The problems of the continuing education
were lack of budget and shortage of personnel to help with the

work while librarians joined the programs.

The‘?ublic librarians prefered formal coﬁtinging education
to informal continuing education, For the former, 'librarians
needed to praticipate in trainning activitdes leading to
certifidétion, and to study full-time in undergraduate program
accordingly. For the informal continuing education they ?anted
to participate in semiﬁars which provided locally by the

universities during working Hours, and around 5-7 days.

The public librarians wanted fc study these subjects:
Library administration, Library services, Classification and
cataloging, Audio~Visual materials, Reference services, Library
public relations, Library budget, Children Literature, Serials
system, Library co-opperation, Library instruction, Indexing and

abstracting, and Seminar in public Librarianship.

Librarians expressed that the_administrators® support in
their continuing education was at low_level which was constrasted

to that at high level indicated by the administrators.
Recommendations:

The library schools should:~
1. Offer formal professional training programs leading to

certification for the public librarians.



2. Provide informal continuing education such as
seminars, discussions and speclal lectures on indicated needed
contents,

3. Promote contiﬁuing education programs to be widely

knowm among public librarian

4, Take intoc consi

s ng more articles orx

special issues of profeés ournals geared particularly
to public Iibrariansh/ N ‘
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