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ABSTRACT
Purposes:

1. To study the'social studies teachers' opinions concerning
problems of learning and teaching Buddhism subject at the upper
secondary education level in the'following aspects; the curriculum
implementation for instruction, the subject content, the instructional
activities, the use of instructional media and educational sources
and the measurement and evaluation process.

2. To compare the social studies teachers' opinions concerning
the above five aspects between different groups of teachers namely:
teachers teaching, in up=country-and those' teaching in Bangkok
Metropolis,~teachers-with-and without in~service, training, experiences
on Buddhism subject and teachers with different teaching experiences.
Procedures:

The samples of this study were 396 social studies teachers
simply random sampling from 281 upper secondary schools which were
selected from all government and private schools throughout the

country by a stratified random sampling technique.



A set of questionnaires on social studies teachers' opinions
concerning problems of learning and teaching Buddhism subject comprised
of check-list, rating scales and open-ended type of questions was
constructed by the researcher and sent to the samples. The obtained data
were statistically analyzed by percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation and t~test. Then, presented in tables with description.
Findings:

1. The social studies teachers' .opinions concerning problems
of learning and teaching Buddhism subject at the upper secondary
education level were as foldows:

1.1 The problems congerning curriculum implementation for
instruction of Buddhism subject which most social studies teachers
opined as very serious were: the currieculum objectives were not
specific and unclear so that the 'teachers had difficulties in
teaching to achieve such objectives, the students did not understand
the aims of learning, the subject content was irrfelevant to present
local condition, the amount of course credits and time allotment
were not proper to the amount of the subject comitent and the teachers
lacked curriculum_ suppliementary (do&umentl

1.2 The problems concerning the subject content which most
social studies teachers opined as very serious were: the
conceptualization teaching was difficult, the content was overlaped
with that in the lower secondary level, too much details were offered
and overemphasized on knowledge memorization rather than knowledge
application, the facts were not correct, the idiom and the
vocabularies were too difficult, the examples and comparisons to
illustrate the right meaning of each Buddhist lesson (Dhamma) were

omitted. Moreover, mathayom suksa 4 social studies teachers lacked



@

analytical knowledge and understanding of Lord Buddha's history, merits
and behaviors and especially meditation practice, mathayom suksa 5
social studies teachers lacked knowledge and understanding of
"Dhammavinaya', "Karma', Buddhism and science and, mathayom suksa 6
social studies teachers lacked knowledge and understanding of ‘'Pamna"
and the teaching of "Pamna".

1.3 The problems concerning the instructional activities
which most social studies teachers opined«as very serious were:
the teachers lacked knowledge and experiemces of teaching and were
unable to organize actiwities to encourage students' understanding
and concepts, the teachersialsg lacked the knowledge and understanding of
teaching Buddhism subject, were used to lecture method of teaching and
lacked the knowledge and understanding of using new teaching approaches,
the students did not realize the value of the subject, the teachers
had difficulties in setting up behavioral objectives and in providing
activities to encourage the students' participation. Furthermore, the
teachers lacked cooperation from the administrators, teachers,
students and parents in' performing extra-curricular activities.

1.4 The! problems concerning.the use-of«insturctional media
and educational sources which most social studies teachers opined’
as very serious were:| the schools had no dinstructional \media for
Buddhism subject such as no room for meditation practice, and no
proper classroom for using teaching equipments, the libralies had

insufficient supplementary materials, the schools lacked audio-

visual media and cooperation from educational sources, the teachers
were not well prepared for teaching Buddhism subject, and capable
resource persons for teaching Buddhism subject were also lacked, the

teachers lacked knowledge and skills in constructing and using



insturction media and had difficulties in getting students’ parti&ipation
in making instructional media and using community educational sources
due to the time limit, the schools' objective of inviting the monks to

teach Buddhism subject was not clear, and the students lacked textbooks.

1.5 The problems concerning the measurement and evaluation
process which most social studies teachers opined as very serious
were: the teachers could not achieve the curriculum objectives and
the behavioral objectives of each lesson-because of the emphasis
on knowledge memorization.of the students rather than knowledge
application, the measuremeat and evaluation process of students
skills development, attitudes and abilities in applying knowledge
and the observation of students' partigipation iIn curricular and
extra-curricular activities were difficult to be achieved, the
measurement of students’ remedials was also difficult due to the time
limit, moreover, the teachers tacked the knowledge of measurement and
evaluation techniques.

2. On comparing the opinions of the social studies teachers
teaching in up-country and those teaching in Bangkok Metropolis
concerning the folloWwing  aspeécts:| the curriculum implementation for
instruction, the subject content, the instructional activities, the
use of instructionalwmedia and educational sources and, the measurement
and evaluation process, it appeared to be significantly different at
the 0.01 level.

3. On comparing the opinions of the social studies teachers
with and without in-service training experiences on Buddhism subject
concerning the following aspects: the curriculum implementation for
instruction, the subject content, the instructional activities and

and the use of instructional media and educational sources it appeared



to be significantly different at the 0.01 level. But their opinions
concerning problems of measurement and evaluation process were not
significantly different at the 0.0l level.

4. On comparing the opinions of the social studies teachegs
with 6~10 years of teaching experiences and those with over 1l years
of teaching experiences concerning the following aspects: the
curriculum implementation for instruction, the subject content, the
instructional activities, the measurement<and evaluation process,
it appeared to be not significantly different-at the 0.01 level.

But their opinions conceradng.problems of the use of instructional

media and educational soufces were significantly different at the

0.01 level.
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