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ABSTRACT

It is the purpose-of this thesis to étudy the historieal.
development of the recerds work in Thailand according to the archival°
management technique,. @as realized that the preservation of non-current
records of different agengics in -Thailand is not based on the similar
standard in aécessioﬁing, preservation, controlling and servicing. The
result of this study would be analyzed'for the proposals problem : -7+
characteristics and recommendations for the improvement of filing.units
in the Office of the Uhder Secretarieg of 13 ministries including
National Archives Division of the Department of*fize Arts. The study
is made possible through record working mamualsy articles, surveys,
observations as well as interviews and gpinions obtained from the

executive personnels, officials including several pémsons involved.

There are 6.chapters fn_this theSis. Theée are_: Introductory
chapter-describing’ sources 'of the pfoblems, the survey already made,
purposes and prqéedures of the research, and the Benefits‘to be derived
from this task. The seéoﬁd chapter describes the historical record

‘administration in Thailand starting from the Sukhothai, Ayudhya, Dhonburi
- to Bangkok Periods, how all those archives and recdr&s were destined

to bé preserved in different institutions., The third chapter describes



the techniques.of archival management especially in the phases of planning,
ofganizing, persbnnel and the work control. The fourth chaptgr is about
the management of a record center andArecommendations are made pertaining
the promotion of filing unit to be a record center. .The fifth chapter

is the description of the management of the Natlonal Archives that

should have its status as an independent 1nst1tut10n, having a national
archives act as a legal or authorilative means of working control.

Chapter six is conclusion of the thesis.

The results of gfudy seveal that there are different understahdiaa
in the meanings of the arehival materials or records generally used in th-
international level and those generally understood by the Thai public.

The different understanding of the meanings resulted in the scope of worlk.
Internatlonally, archives or records means only the off1c1al records
haV1ng historical and enduring values that deserved to be kept permanen*“vﬁl“
while the Thai people.generally understand theword #Chod - mai - hetf
as recording of work ar the writing in summary about any important event
that already occured chronologically;, which is equivalent in meaning

to the term used in western. cul ture "Galendar." In fact, the archival
work in Thailand has‘covered these twoltypes..f work from thé ancient '

days up to.the present tinme.

As it is said before that the archival institution should have
its unique authority, having an act~or.a.special regulation to support
the responsibility of the institution. It should be added that the
responsibility should extend to the record management, espedially in- the
dispbsai of records in all the government agencies. The personnel of thec

institution should be specially trained in the archival science which



includes record management. The regulations to control the record work,
record éppréisal and rccord service should be officially issued and
enforced.

Through the studying of the Regulationvon-the Record Works,
issued by the Office of the Prime Minister in‘B.E, 2506, it was found
that this reguiation does not descmibe in detail abéut the appraisal -
standard of thé non-currentArecords;? Oniy sthe government agencies have
. the authority to dispose or destroy jthe nmon-current records. Then thé
record management of each fiding unit is not on the same standard.

Most of them do not have afhy amritten regulation on the appraisal of
non—current records or thé use of those records as reference materials.
The record officials are.hot trained inirecord manégement or archival
‘science.' There are also pfoblems in the record storage. This thesis
has thus made recommendations on.the appraisal standard and different
aspects to consider in the development of the filing unit in the form
of records depository, having the status as a separate division with
the responsibility to keep the non-current records of every government
and semi-government agoncies in each ministry. Alterﬁatively, the
National Archives, should be given the &thority to set up record centers
in the different regions of thelcountry for [those nor=—current records
to be kept. temporarily until the time for them to be diSposed of or

transferred to be permanently ‘preserved in the National Archives.

The National Archives Division, Department of Fine Arts, has
carried on its work in preserving archives of permanent value, keeping
contemporary records of important events mostly of secondary sources and

rendering reference service for those records. As a national institution



s

of research Qith the offiéial status as a division, the next status to
lowest admihistrative'unit, it ié therefore, an obstacle, very difficult
(for its personnel to communicate directly'tb the government ageﬁcies

from all over the country,'t; move them to transfer their.non-cﬁrrent
records of high valﬁe to the National Afchives‘for preservation and

service purposes. The National Archives should,vhave the aﬁthority to wo#k
indépendently, having'its administration“in the form of Ad#isory Records

Committee, or administered directly under the Prime Minister, Minister of

‘Eﬁuégtion, or. Director-General of the Department of Fine Arts

A Nationai~Afchives Act ‘'should be issued and enacted, t§ support,
the authority and respoﬁéibility, both in the administration of archives
and official records. The/National Archives in Bangkok should be
resovonsible for the records and othér historicai materials of the central
- aroa, while the Branches of the National Archives should be responsible
for the records in thé.regional and lécal areas, by setting up record
repositories or record/centers aé;the national archives branches. |
Moreover,.phe‘improvement of the office organization including.personnel '
énd practical regulations 1is véry necessary. .

This thesis, however, is the first reseérch work about.the
archival management in Thailand., ,The management, in general of the
National Archivés is therefore,-the aim of study in order to submit
the recommendations for the carrying on of the work of the National
A.chives and Record Center., Deeper stadies in the work fields Should.
be emphasized for further eﬁperiences by those who would be interested

in this task.:
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