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Abstract

Studies on how the Payliamenf was originated in different
countries were always interesting among political scientists. By
using historical approach, it could be seen that there was a close
relaticonship between the parliamentary system aud./some basic factors

necessary for the change. This thesis was of no exception.

The study ong ''The OriginSC;fdk " Thai Parliament' outlined
how the parliamentary system was establighed in Thailand. The
process originated from the very beginning-when Thailénd had inter-
pational relation with western[¥:;3countries thus absorbing some
forms of westernizaticn, and the éarliamentary system was one that
had been realized during the process. However, the successfﬂk efkd’—
lishment of the parliamentary system was-mainly depend14ﬁf @ﬁ%gﬁb fﬁi—

support of the former regime ; i.e., the monarchy, the bureaucracy



»",\—’),

afia

and the military coupled with the mass media and the level of
education of the pgople. All these basic factors would enhance
the political conciousness of the people, Moreover, reforms on
the o0ld tradition, culture and social values so that there be in
line with the changehwere also of utmost importance. Unfortunately,
these basic factors and the political-environment were not conti-
nuosly prepared for the establishment of the parliamentary system
in Thailand. Among major sctbacks =2re the different political
Viewpoints‘among succegfiye/nonarchies, polifical consciousness of
the masses, level oI educﬁtion and level of economic de?elopment.
During  the reign of King Morkut, his open eéonomy policy
brought in various new ideas. ~Many bosie factors such as education,
mess media including some sociél.ch:nge were promoted in order to
pive the way to democracy.  Of paramount dmportance was that a privy
council in the reign 6f King Chulalongkorn Wos appointed to act‘as
the legistative body which could be termed as the first step in
political developments ~But in the weign of King Chulalongkorn, even
thbugh he agreed with some idea of (the system, he believed that
the people were not ready to Accept it..And at thelbeginning of
his reigny his poweriwas mostly concenfrated in the hand of the
bureauérat,,so his main task was to gain back his absolute monar-

chic power leaving no time for promoting democracy.



0f

Kpﬂigvhégﬁﬂﬂyﬁu@.had the idga that absolﬁté monarchy was the
" most appropriate system for the.country, therefore he went back to
promote nationalism, patriotism; old culture as well as national
identity. Then the political develoément was at stand still in

this reign and led torthe dié%tisfaction of the elite.

However,thé desire on-political change did occur strongly
in the reign of King Prajathipck owing to the worldwide ecomomic

depression and the social disparity at the time.

These pressures led to the political violence in the
following period as evidenced by the coup which occurred frequently
in the country. This furﬁher led to some abrupt political ghanges
that in turn destabilise the parliamentary system when the basic
factors necessary for .change were not well prepared. Thus, the
parliament formedcin this way was [rather weak.in representing the
people as the legislative body"@® occurred internationally in

other developed Countries.
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