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ASSTRACT

ThiS research is based mainly on the initial development of
the orchid business in Thailand and abroad, and is a pre;iminary
research to examine and to undérstand the problems betterﬁby using
Primary data and secondarf data from interviews, observations,
attending seminars, books and others documents, etc. Eventhough
statistics on export values and exportivolumes are deficient, the
compiled data and other ébservations prove that the orchid-industry .
in this country has| progressed considerably.| Initially orchid growing
was considered and prac;ised as d hobby, butiowing to it§/oversea
popularity 'and ' demand, it has developed in£o an | exportiindustry which
earns millions of bahts of foreign exchange for our country. This
product has helped the income of more than 2000 orchid growers and
has potential to earn more foreign exchange for Thailand as long as
tihe popurality exists abroad especially in the European market (Germany,

Netherland, and Scandinavian countries). Since this Countries are



not able to grow orchid all year round unless they grow them in
glasshouses, which requires higher investment than-importing from other
countries. At present theré is a trend for this industry to grow bigger
since labour costs in Thailand is sub'stantiaflly cheaper than in Europeah
countries and our export prices will be competitive for many years to come.

The result of the study indicates a problem of the lack of
cooxrdination among orchid growers, exporters,. the Orchids.Assbciation,
and the governmental offiecials concerned. Dissession exists between the
growers and exporters. Thes€Xxpdrters try to cut down the price to thé
growers as low as possible while the importers also practice the same to
the Thali exporters. Aé alresult there is dissatisfaction among all
parties concerned. To overcome this problem, the Orchids Association of
Thailand should act as a mgdiator to find satisfactory solutions and check
whether its members follow the guidelines of the Association and promote
its objectives. The officials concerned should coordinate among
themselves,énd realize ithe importance of the orchid industry, by assisting
and promoting this industry such that more foreign exchangé would be earned
by Thailand and the gapas the trade deficit balance narrowed.

To expand-~this; industry; thé government sectoxrs-involved should
assign officials who are well versed in this field to assist and to
promote the industry intp Showing positive résullts L Both thé private and
the government sectoré should join together and then tackle all existing
problems and barriers to turn this industry into one of the main export
commodities in this country. By achieving most of its objectives among
the private and the government sectors, this country should be able to
establish itself as one of the major exporters of orchids in the world

and to build itself a reputation as the major producer of orchids.
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