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at the Undergraduate Level in the Universities

in Thailand : a Comparative Study
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Academic Year 1982
ABSTRACT

The purpose of thie study was to examine the library
sclence curriculajand the teaching and studying of the classification
and cataloging courses offered at the undergraduate level in
6 uni§ersities in Thailand. , They were Chulalongkorn University,
Thammasat University, Ramkhamhaeng University, Chiangmai University,
Khon Kaen University, aand Prince of Songkla University. The
investigation was conducted-to-colleci-data-conterning subject
contents, credit hours; teaching methods, utilization of instructional
aids and evaluation, including the problems and needs of the teaching
of classification and cataloging courses. Another purpose of this
study was to submit recommendations for _the iﬁprovement of the

teaching of classification, and. cataloging courses.

The research instrument used to acqure data was the
questionnaires. Additional data were obtained from searching the
literature of librarianship., The questionnaires were sent to

16 instructors of the classification and cataloging courses and



to 270 library science undergraduate students in those mentioned

6 universities in the second semester of the academic year of

1981, Ten questionnaires (62,50 %) were returned by the

instructors and 150 (55.56 %) by the library science students.

All data collected by questionnaires were analyzed and statistically

presented in percentile, mean, and standard deviation.

Analysis of the data revealed-that the subject areas of
classification andreataloging at the undergraduate level in these
6 universities were divided into 3 seperate courses : Classification,
Catalog of Thai Publications, and Ca;alog of the Publications in
Foreign languages. FEach course was counted 3 credit hours. They
were all requiredicourses for the second, third and fourth year
library science students. The subject contents of thesé courses
comprised 3 main parts : classification, cataloging, and subject
headings, The standardized tools used in.classification and
cataloging courses Were Dewey Decimal Classification System,.the
Library of Congress Classification System, Anglo-American
Cataloguing Rules, flst and 2nd edftions, Sears List of Subject
Headings, and [the Library of Congress Subject Headings. In most
cases, the method of teaching was a lecture system, ‘and exercises
were then given to students. (The examifiations. on! the rules or
theories iﬁ classification and cataloging were given to the students.
Their exercises were graded. The students were tested to determine
the degree of comprehension and application of rules, rather than

memorization,



The collected data also revealed that the instructors and
library science students agreed to the larger and average degree
that the contents, the division of courses, and the credit hours
of the subject areas of classification and cataloging, required
in each university. The instructors and library science students
expressed their needs for an establishment of a practice room,
exclusively designed for the teachimg and studying of the
classification and caéaloging courses, equipped with adequate
tools for classification and cataloging. However, the instructors
and library science students disagreed regardipg the improvement
of the instruction of classification and cataloging. An average
number of instructors believed that deficiencies of the instruction
of classification and cataloging that needed to be remedi;d were
subject contents, credit hours, devision of course, aﬁd teaching
method respectively, The library science students indicated that

instructional aids for classification and cataloging courses should

be introduced and improved.

It was revealed through analysis that the problems
confronted by the instructors included [an excessive subject contents
of classification and cataloging coursés which did mot correlate
with teaching héurs, and 'the (conditions of /the classrooms which
did not facilitate the teaching and studying of classification and
cataloging, The problems confronted by the library science students

was an inadequacy of tools for classification and cataloging,



2

As a result of this investigafion9 the following
recommendations appear to be I;ertinent° The instructors should
put emphasis on the practice of classifying and cataloging. The
subject contents of these courses should be shortened. Students
should be assigned to self-study parts of the courses, such as
the historical develepment of classification and cataloging. At
the same time, the administrator of :a faculty curriculum or the
admninistrator of a deparztment of library science curriculum
should be aware of thé dmportance of the instruction of
classification‘and/cataloging courses and allocate funds for
purchase of tools and facilities for the practice of classifying
and cataloging. A library -science laboratory paréicularly
_designed for the students® practice of classification and

cataloging should be established,
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