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Thesis Title Projection of the Supply of and Demand for Nurses

in Thailand from 1971 to 1981

Name Mrse.Kulira Veeravatanayothin Department :

Sociology

Academic Year 1971

e

ABSTRACT

This study ezplores the problems of shortages of nurses in
Thailand,Despite am attempt to iécrease the production of nursing
personnel, a shortage dis still seriously evident. The study is an
attempt to estimatelthe npumber of nurses actually in the labour
force in comparison with the total population in the whole kingdom
and point out some chronie problems in this area. The findings
show that each year a large number of nurses resign to work abroad;
that this number increases every year, and that the drain of nurses
is a total loss for the kingdom, The government should establish
appropriate approaches in order to solve this problem.

The study| was degigrnedlds follows! ¢

le Thé| number of nursing graduates e;ch year during the
years/B.Bi25134 2524 was| profjected-based /on’ the £3llowing alterna-
tive aésumptions -

1.1 The rate of increase of nursing graduates in the
future will equal the highest rate recently experienced namely ‘the
rate of increase during the years B.E.2510 - 2511

"Le2 The rate of increase of nursing graduates in the



future will equal the present rate of increase; that is the rate
experienced during the years B.E.2512 - 2513

1.3 The rate of increase of nursing graduates in the
future will equal the average rate of increase found during the
years B.E.,2509 - 2513

l.4 The rate of increase ©L nursing graduates in the
future will equal the mean of the highest and lowest rates of in-
croase recently expericaced.

2+ The numbergof murses leaving and returning to the country
eacﬁ year during the years B.E.2513 - 2524 was estimated according
to the following assumptions | :-—

2.1 The'proportion that leave the country will equal the
proportion of nurses that guit their work to go abroad after being
in the labour force for ‘one year during the years B.E.2508 - 2512

2.2 the proportion working abroad that return will equal
the proportion who returned after one year during the year B.E.
2508 -~ 2512

3« The numbers~of deaths andsretirements of nurses each year
during the years B.E.2513 = 2524 was estimated mccording to the
following assumptions i~ 0

3.1 TheVexpectaney (of life for!nurses! is 58 years old and
will increase one year in every 10 years

3.2 The retirement of nurses will occur at the age of 60
years old

4. The population of Thailand each year during the years

B.E.2513 ~‘2524 was estimated according to the following alternabive



assumptions :;
4,1 The population will follow the official medium
projection which assumes a 3.14'% rgte of incrase during the years B.E.
2518 - 2518 and a 2.94 % rate of increase during the years B.E.
2519 - 2524
4,2 The population will-fodloy the official low projection
which assumes a 248 % rate of increase during the years B.E.
2513 =~ 2518 and a.2.44% rate of increase during the year B.E.2519-~
2524

The estimate ntmber of nurses in labour forces was compared
with the estimated  total population in the whole kingdom.

The findings show that the estimated number of nurses graduates
in Thailand will increage most according to assumption 1.1 and will
increase least for assumption 1.,3. In the year B.E.2513 the last
year for whichiaetual data are available; the 16 nursing schools dn
Thailand produced 982 nurses. Aesgcording te the four projections
the amount of graduates will increase as follows i-

49| With tHe | highest rate ‘of ‘inérease the number of gradhates
in the year B.E.2518 will increase to 2644 and to 8676 in the
year BsE.2524,
be With the present rate of increase the number bf graduates
in the year B.E.2518 will increase to 1826 and to 3843 in the
year B.RE.2524,
c. With the average rate of increase in the number of
graduates in the year B.E.2518 will increase to 1707 and to 3315 in

the year B.R.2524.



il

d. With the mean of the highest and lowest rate of increase
the number of graduates in the year B.E.2518 will increase
to 2135 and to 5422 in the year B.E.2524.

This mean that in the next 5 years the production of nursing
personnel will increase by 2 =3 fold of the preseh% figure and 3 ~
9 fold in the next 10 years. 1If/ we deduct the number of deaths,
retirements of the nurses and,the number of nurses resighed to work
abroad, we esbtimate that there will be only 1516 - 5932 nurses left.
According to our asgumptions Bhe number of nurses that resign to
work abroad increases each.year from 1500 ~ 3000. The drain on the
number of nurses appears to (be aichronic problem.

Compared with the population, our findings show ratio of
nurses ranging from 1 : 3793 to 1. : 1600. This compares unfavorably

with the world standard which is 1 : 400.

Our projections Show the production of nursing personnel at
present levels is not suitable to meet the demand of population in
the kingdom. Especially with the large number of nurses that
resign to work abrdad it will beadifficult to reach the lcvel of
world standards

If we compare the finding of this thesis with the plan of
other departments; such astthe National Edueation 'Councilts report
the Projection to improve the problem-of shortages of Nurses in
Thailand, and the National Economic Development Board's report the
National Soci9~Economic Development Plan. There are the several
differences s

l. The report on the problem of the shortage of nurse the



number of graduates produced will Be 4944 in the years B.E. 2514 -
2519 and 5825 in the years B.E.2519 - 2524,

In contrast this thesis projected the following number of
graduates according to the four assumptions s=

a. Using the highest ratel of increase there will be 3223 in
the years B.E.2514 - 2519 and 8676 din the years B.E.2519 - 2524,

b. Using the present rate of inerease there will be 2067 in
the years B.E.2514% -.2519 and 3843 in the years B.E.2519 - 2524,

c. Using the'average rate of increcase there will be 1907 in
the year B.E.2514 42519 ana 3315 in the years B.RE.2519 - 2524,

d. Using the megan of the highest and the lowest rate of

increase there will bg 2494 in the years B,E.2514=~ 2519 and 5422 in
the years B.E.2519 - 2524,

2. From the report in the National Socio=-Economic Develop-
ment Plan it is'estimated that the number of nurse produced- from all
the kingdom aceording to plan 1 & 11 will be 16638, This appears
to be impossible.since according to our fiandings the highest number

of graduates would, be only 1975.
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