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This research comprises a bottom-up analysis of the syntactic development in
story telling of Thai children. Thai natlv peakers from five age groups - 3, 5, 9, 11

years and Adults — are compared\ ss-sectional data. The “Frog Story”

materials are used to elicit open\ﬂend elling. It is hypothesized that Thai
children’s story telling will shuu;the synta lopment in terms of the number,
the length, and the compl structur ces. These narratives are then

segmented into perfo
boundaries in this researc
are appropriate for bo
analyses.

based on objective criteria. The utterance
¢ Defined Units DU) performance units which
antitative and g ive syntactic development

- . 2

development analysis in terms of the
of the number of utterances with
the variation of the number of
)

words in every age group, utterances. On the contrary, the

in : s
number of utterances larger than’#:ﬂards little in every age group, especially
in children’s utterances. Utterasices larger rds are found more in adults.

The result of jhe qualitative syntactlc devgm i

analysis in terms of the
toups use a lot of Conjoined

adults use a large number of
cnded Clauses clearly increase by age.

Clauses whereas the 9. and 1 year-old
Simple Sentences. ComJ)lex Sentences anc
Prepositional Phrases increase by age.

When edi t e complexity of the
structure of u ;E; "ﬁ ’i
This researc conc udes at represent that Thai children’s story telling

exhibits the syntactic development’ in terms ofsthe number, the length, and the
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