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Abstract

This thesis aims#@t studying the Kra Canal issues in Thai
history from the reign 6f King ‘Rama IV to Worid War II (1851-1939).
During that period the proposed Kra Canal projects across the
Isthmus of Kra were important issues, jbecause if and when the
prdjects were approved by the'Siamese. Government they would
politically, economibally and strategicall& effect thé powers
especially Great Britain, France and Japan, which had interests
in this area. Furthérmore this research séeks to explain the
caus¢s and effects of.each proposed project and their failhre as
a result of the conflicting interests of participant powers.

Kra Canal issues after World War' IITto the present day (1945-1976)
are also discussed.in, this.thesis whlch will serve as guldellnes
Afor any new proposal for "the Kra Canal project" in the future°

This thesis has made use of both the primary sources and
_ thé secondary sources. The pfimary sources inClude.Thai‘and
Enlish documents as well as the Russian documents which are
obtainable in English. Thé secondary sources comprise books,

periodicals. and thesls bearing on the topic of this research.



i

The thesis consists of seven chapters.' Chapter I presents
the conflicting ideas of different_people who proposed for the
_construction of the canal across the Isthmus of Kra. It covers
from the beginning to the end ofl the reign of King Rama IV.
Chapter II reviews thevinterest of thesWestern Powers, esPecially
the British in consStructifigl the' Krd Canal durlng the reign of |
King Rama. IV. Chapter WYLV and ¥ illustrate the plannlng of
the I\ra Canal project duping 1884 - 1910. It also shows that
the French government tried hard to obtain a concession, while
the British government ahsolutely opposed any concéséion to the
French. Throughout' the period,<the Thai Government refused, to
give concession to any Western Powers. Chapter VI analyses the
proposed Kra Ganal projects from World War I to World War IIL.
Between 1934 - 1936 the Krd Canal project treated series?&ipldmatic
rep;rcussions, hecause there was a runoun that Japan was construc-
ting the canal across, the Isthmus,of Kra; Chapter VII discusses
the rev1val of “tHe Kra Canal project in thle lpresent day . by the
Thai government and private enterprlse° It also aealyses the
‘reactions of various, goyvernments which have béen involved in
this problem. Finally it recommends & solution to the problems

of constructing the Kra Canal. in the future.
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