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ABSTRACT *

This thesié wes dene with the purpese of illustrﬁting the
varieus Perms ef Thai trade activities during the peried ef the
Ayuthia. Kingdem up until the peried in wiich Thailand expanded her
centacts and relatiens with Western natiens during the reign ef King
ﬁongkut. Thailand's trade was eriginally menepelistic. Thé Reyal
Wereheuse was in chargeé ef centrelling geeds as well as Thailand's
‘cemmercial regulatiohs-to prevent, fereign traders and lecal merchants
frem mg ;n trade directly witheut having first te pass threugh
the Reyal Wareheuse. The Reyal Wareheuse, therefere, was in the
pesitien te purchase at a lﬁer price and te sell at a higher price |
in erder te increase its inceme, Iurthermere, the Menarch alse
expedited jgnks te trade with ether natiens in erder te further gain
additienal inceme for the Crewn. Fereign traders were unsatisfied
with the trading system ef Thailand and in erder te change this ...i..-
situatien they [tried te negetiste s cemmerciel treaty with Thailend.
Many ceuntries in the Far East such as China‘and.Japan were alrgady
ferced to» open their deers te trade with Westem;countries. Te escape
frem such pressure, Thailand was willing te make trade agreements
with ether ceuntries in the reign ef King Mongkut.- Altheugh the ferm
of trade was liberalized, the present metheds fer trading in certain

types of geods such as rice are still similar te these menepelies in



tﬁe past. Teday, the Gevernment fixes theA rice queta for expert
similarly te the centrel ef rice expert in these perieds. E‘vén theugh
ecencmic and trade matters were impertant in these days, histerical
recerds and decuments in the peried ef Ayuthia Kiﬁgdom and Early.
Ratanakesin epech shewed disinterest. . The enly decuments new availa-
ble are these mttén by fereign merchants orlforeign residents in z
that peried. .‘J_This thegis attempts te cellect all available seurces
of eriginal cepies ef diaries,‘persona.l correspondence, Reyal recerds
and histerical publicdtiens, fin erder te analyse and te establish the

true facts regarding fercign trade of Thailand,
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