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It is important for people to learn to read
because readlng c¢an enrich their lives so enor-
- mously., We want peonle to be able to reqd the
sign that says "Stop" so that they will not en--
dange® thémiselves/ afd (others at lcrossidgs. | We
want people~to be ‘able to readthe diréctions,
simple orvcomplicated,that'enable them fo comply
‘and| cooperate with the pracéices neecessary for
'. getting along with others. 'We,want them to read

because in no othér mamner.can they so readily
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Reading in a foreiga 1anguage consists of
grasplng meanlng in that daaguage through 1ts
written presentation. This definition is’
intended to emphasizé two essentzal-elements
in such readinge the language itself and the

graphic symbolization umsed to represent it.
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At an intermediate level of achievement are
the meaning ©f words and phrases within a . R
limited vocabulary.and the meaning of the basic
patterns of striucture that constitute recog-
Cps » - ®
nition problemss
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Basic to good comprehension is an understand~
. ing of the manner in which words are fused into
meahidgful | phrdse p phrases into sentences and |
sentenées “into paragraphs. These arel the struc-

tural elenents of written communications

5Robert Lado, Language Testing (London: Longmans, Green &
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The use of reading and indeed the uses of
speech are coneerned with the enlargement of
one's knowledge‘of the .universe of himself
and of the language in which these kinds of

o knowiedge arg embodied and communicated.
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3eading deais with : . : ' .
(1) perception oficharacters, or visual opera-
\ tionsy .
(2) perception of syntai, a sensibilépy of
grammar, and

(3) direct perception of the meanings of words.’

. 8D. We Grievé, English Language'Examining>(Ibadam: The

Caxton Press Linited, 1964), p. 49,
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Harry Levin and Joanna P, .Williams (ed.), Basic Studies
on Readings (New York: Basic Booksy Ince., 1970), pe 19.
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,While‘reading is still an important part of
the modern language learning process, it is
now often deferred until such time as the
student has a éqmmand of/ the basic sounds
and structures.of a second lznguage.
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Words are gombined w1th one another to make

larger structures that ‘convey more meanlng

than the mere aggregate of-the 1ndependent

meanings of the words EhemSelves.‘
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11George Es 'Wishon and Thomas_J. 0. Hare; Teaching English

(New York:}American Book Companyy 1968), pe 107+ -

‘12Francis W, Nelson, The Structure of sAmerican English

. (New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1958), p; 291. ‘
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Grammatical struétu}es as an aspect of con-
tent has hardly been considered in regard to.
reading, despite its central position in the
language as the vehicle for seﬁahtic as well
as extralinguistic content and despite the
well known restrictions on the occurance of .
words in sentences that grammar entalls.
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