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THESIS TITLE Organization of Manuscripts Deposited at the
National Liﬁrary of Thailand

NAME : Miss Nilobon Hemintakhoon
THESIS ADVISOR Professor Maenmas Chavalit
DEPARTHMENT - Library Science

ACADEMIC YEAR 1977
ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis 1is to examine the principles and
techniques that have been used in respect of manuscripts including
acquisition, evaluatdon, ‘arrangement, storage, reference services.
and mainly, the preparatfon of finding aidé. An important finding
aid is the card catalog which indicates the content of the manus;
cript library. Card cataloging rules used for the manuscripts

differ a great deal from those uséd for printed materials.

After studying the cataloging rules for oriental manus-
cripts originating in Thailand used by four libraries in Europe

(mentioned in chapter 4), it canbe concluded as follows:

1% [Sincel the tauthors ofl most manuscripts _are not known,
a title is advisable for the main entry. If no title is found,
the cataloger has to formulate a new title indicati%e of the

manuscript ‘s content.

2. The collation includes the following: the size of

the manuscript, the material on which the manuscript is written,



«Q

the writing materials, the general length of the lines of written
words, a description of the kind of equipment uéed with the manus-
cript e.g. covers and wrapping cloth of palm leaf manuscripts.
Other specific features of each manuscript such as the type of
hand writing and its physical condition are also mentioned.

3. A description of the contents of each manuscript is
essential to assist researchers in deciding what manuscripts should
be first studied. | |

Nearly all the manhuscripts founa in the Nationél Library
of Thailand are dated/before the reign of King Rama V of the
Bangkok period. Palm deaf manuscripts, Thai folded books (paper
produced from the bark ©f the streblus asper), and kradat-sa

manuscripts (paper produced .from the, bark of the paper mulberry)

Wi

§

are for the most part products of the pre-printing period of

Thailand. 25,000 palm leaf Buddhist texts, 142,206 Thai folded books
and over 80,000 items of kradat-sa forﬁ a large manuscript4collec-.
tion of the National Library. These manuscripts have been subjected

to various techniques_.but the treatment is far from complete due to
personnel inadequacys The finding aids ;that have been so faf pro-
vided are registers and some gcard catalogs. Other technical work
has beenfidone such as the editing of two Lanna historical documents.
Problems of technically appropriate preservation still remain to be
solved. Personnel required to take charge of the manuscripts of

the National Library must be versed in epigraphy, Oriental languagés,
ancient Thai languages as well as proficient in Buddhism, history

and other fields of knowledge.



The National Library project is currently building a laboratory

for the preservation of manuscripts.

Suggestions:

1. Indexés for gréups of manuscripts widely used by

researchers should be prepared.

2. Cataloging entries of palm leaf manuscripts should

be revised accordifig to/the cataloging rules in Catalogue des

Manuscrits en Pelil, Leotien et Siamois provenant de la Thailande
prepared by George Coedds and published by the Royal Library of

Denmark.
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3., Existing card cataleogs of manu

published.

4., A union catalog of manuscripts should be initiated
'in full cooperation with the other institutions which pdssess
collections_of mgnuscripts such ‘as the Bhumibaloc Bhikkhu Found-
ation, Bangkok)  and the Centre for Northeast (Literature, Wat

Mahachai,.in Mahasarakham Province.
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