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Test 1: Close Comprehensionsof Discourse Markers

Pleasewdo allsyour work on the ANSWER SHEET

Directions: There aregd pacsages-on this test. In each passage’
there ared5 blanks for you to £ill in. You should:

1) read the wholc pascsage rapidly to get the general
idea;

2) read ageim and find one marker provided above each
passage which will logically fit in each blank, then write the
marker on the answer sheet;

3) £i1¥ in every blank, remember also that each

marker can be used only once.

Passage I

anyway on the other hand on the contrary

rather so

When a person dies in Bali, his family and friends are not
usually sad; (1) , they are happy because for them death is
the begimming of another life. The dead person will come back in
the world in another shape. __ (2) , before this happens, his

0ld body must go. In some countries the dead body is put in the
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countries. The body is then often eaten by animals. But in Bali
the dead body is burned. fter it is burned, the dead person can
easily come back to live in this world. (4) , the burning
of the body is a happy time. When a bad person comes back to
earth, he is a dog or.a enake. 4 (5) —, a good person will have

a better 1ife then his fawsh life.

Passage I1 nonatheless therefore moreover

finadly though

Mr. Ostrich isfgoing to have a beautiful feathers cut off
his wings and tail. It doesn't really hurt him a bit; it
frightens him a little, _ (1) . The man who is geing to cut
the feathers must be very careful that Mr. Ostrich doesn't kick
him, for Mr. Ostrich Has Torng and strong legs: (2) , he is
known to use his powerful kick, and he once kicked right through
en iron wall. (3) =, he can kigk only forward not backward.

(4) , the men must stand behind Mr, Ostrich!sghead. When
Mr. Ostrich's head is hidden,'he thinks she rest of his body is
glso safe. (5) _,| the man (cen! cut|off thel feathers| without

being in danger.
Passage IIT consequently " instead for onc thing
nevertheless for example

China now seems to have enough doctors which is unlike the

rest of the world. (1) , most medical care in Chira is
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cases (ind their way to the local hospitals. These doctors seem
to have caught the imagination of the people in the West.
__(3) _, they are not docters, now do they generally go barefoot;
(4) , they are simply hez_alth workerseat the lowest level of
the medical organieation. Their main work is to prevent disease
rather than to cure ite” o (5) | | they make sure that chjidren
are protected agains® killer disease such as diphtheria by giving

them injections.

Passage IV however £irss yet

thus then

Most of the big iﬁcrease in famming arcas during the past
twenty years have heen made possible by large=sdale irrigation
which usually depend on big rivers. (1) s the water will
be stored up bchind.large dams, (2) allowed to spread on
to the field when ,and whéere. it is.needed. (3) there are
very dry regiens through which no really big rivers flow, and

(4) thirg-method of providing ,the .erops with water, cannot be
used. Even in deserts, (5) , water can be obtained for this

purpose if the right equipment is employed.



Test II: Reading Comprehension

Directions: There are 2 passages on this test. Read each passage
carefully and then choose the letter ©of the choice which best
answers or completes each item. Mark your answer on the answer

sheet by making an "Xliwon the letter (a, by ¢ or d) you choose.

4 friend of ming, returning to South Africa from a long stay
in Europe, found herself with some time to spare at London's
Heathrow Airport. Ls a result, she bought a cup of coffee and a
small package of cookies, then staggered, laden with luggage,
to an unocoupied table. She was reading the momming paper when
she became aware . of gsomeone sitting quietly at her table. From
behind her paper, she was surprised to see a neatly dressed young
man helping himself to her cockies. Nonetheless, she did not
want to mekelra gcéne, so she leanad across and took)a cookie
herself, A minute or so passed, he was helping himself to another

cookies

By the time they wsre down to the last coockie in the package,
she was very angry, still she could not bring herself to say
anything. Then the young man broke the remaining coockie in two,

pushed half across to her, ate the other half and left.

Some time later, when the public-address system called for

Vet
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imagine her embarrassment whon she opened her handbag and was

confronted by her package of cookie.

1. The lady bought a cup of coffec because
a) she was hungry
b) she might 1like cookie
c) she had nething te'do
d) she was sleegpy
2. "As a result" (ldne 3)f ¢an best be replaced by__ .
a) Therefore
b) In addition
c) However
d) Moreover
3. VWhat is true_gecording to the passage?
a) The lady was hungry so she bought a cup of coffee.
b) The lady bought a cup of coffee and went to an unocoupied
tablé.
c) The 1ady was laden with luggage so she went to an
uncccupied, table.
d) The lady went to an unoccupied table so that she could
read newspaper.
4o The lady lived in .
a) Europe
b) South Africa '

¢) London



o

101
The lady was surprised because .
a) a man was eating her cookies
b) she saw a young man
c) ‘the man wes neatly dressed
d) both a) and b)
How did the lady ghoW thab she was angry?
a) She puched half the! ddokie to the man.
b) She leaned agfosé and took a cookie herself.
c) She told the man/to help himself to another cockie.
d) She sat quietly notknowing what to do.
What is the main idea of the passage?
a) Be careful in everything.
b) Airport isinot a safe place.
c) Thieves aré everywhere.
d) . Look before~you eat.
What didthe) Jady find joub &t Last?
a) The pablic-address system called for her.
b) L HS young) méntwass certhinlyl & Thier
c) The young men had eaten all her coockies.
d) The young man was the owner of the cookies.
What does the writer tell us about the lady?
a) She was pitiful
b) She is disgusting.

¢) She is careless.
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10. What kind of story is this?
a) Happy
b) Satirical
¢) Funny

d) 9ad

Passage 1T

Is there any truthdn astrology? 1In the first place, there
has certainly been a growing interest in it in Britain over the
last ten years. More than half the population admit to glancing
at the daily forecasts for their sign of the zodiac in the popular
newspapers. In the same way, bedks explaining the subjéct to the
lay public in simple terms enjoy sales of over & million. 411 the
same, this wave of popularity, coinciding as it does with interest
in Eastern philosophy+end &ll kinds of occult sciences, can easily
be explained as-ansattemptd, tosfill sbhe~vacuum 1eft in=our society

by the decline of traditional religion and beliefs.

To be! fair, |it/ig worth pointing out that a seriougyastrologer
would laugh at the idea of there being any connection between
popular newspaper forecasts and individual natal charts, claiming
to interpret personality, temperament and abilities according to
the positions of the planet at the moment of a person's birth.

It is hardly likely, for example, that one—-twelfth of the human

popllation will inherit money or meet a handsome stranger on the
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On the other hand, it seems to be true that person born at a
certain time of year have a similar teupscrament. I was surprised
when a friend of mine proved ecapable of gue gsing the zodiac signs
of several people we knewwith a hizh degree of accuracy. Morecover,
a book I read which gave titmbnail sketches of men, women, children,
bosses and employees belonging to different signs seemed to give an

accurate picture of severald acquaintances of mine.

1. The pronoun "it" (line 2) refers to X
a) truth
b) first place
c) astrology
d) dinterest

2. Why do people believe in newspaper forecasts?
a) Because traditionsl belief dsclines.
b) Becauselmost people believe in ite
c) Because they are explained in simple terms.
d) Because there‘is truth in astrology.

3. The word "subject" (line 5) means .
a) popul ation
b) forecast

c) astrol ogy

d) sign
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"A1l the same" (line 6-7) can best be replaced by .
a) Moreover
b) Equally

¢) Therefore
d) However
Books explaining the subject enjoy sales of over a million

bacause .

a) they are sold'to lay public

b) they use simple térms

c) they explain Eastern phileosophy

d) they coincide with odetlt sciences

A serious astrologer though that -

a) thers was connection between newspaper forecasts and
individual natel charts

b) the position ofi'the planets atgpthe moment of birth could
help in forecasting

c) One-twelfth of the human popul ationswould inherit méney
on, the same)|day

d) there was no connection between newspaper forecasts and
individual natal charts

"On the other hand" (line 19) means .

a) For example

b) On the contrary

¢) As a result
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The best answer to the question "Is there any truth in astrology?"

(1ine 1) is .

a) There is truth in astrology as mote.than half the population
believe in the daily forecasts

b) There is truth im"astrology as people born at a certain
time of year seem to have similar temperament

c) There is truth.in astrolosy as over a million of books
explaining the subject are bought

d) There is no truth in astrology as serious astrologer laughs
at daily newspaper forecasts

What is the attitude of the writer towards forccastst

a) Newspaper forecasts don't seem to be true:

b) Newspaper forccasts really seem to be true.

c) Astrologer's forecasts are too seyious.

d) It is Hot mentioned ‘in the'passazé.

What is the "purpose of the nassage?

a) To porsuade readers to believe in astrologys.

b) To express the writer's belief in astrology.

c) To present information on astrology.

d) To explain the art of astrology.
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ANSWER SHEET
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