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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present thesis is to . eonduct a sys-
tematic study on the lotuses 'in Pali.and Sanskrit literatures,
to point out the ideas conCerning lotuses as conceived by Indian
poets and Pali writers. In addition, this thesis aims at the
description of the'nature of the lotuses as seen by the modern
botanists on the one hand and by the poets on the other. A list
giving Pali and .Sanskrit terms for-lotuses, with Thai adaptations
of those terms is given at the end of the main work as an

appendix,

The researcher started her study with the collection of
data on lotuses from Pali and Sanskrit literatures, such as the
Tripitaka, the Jatakas, the Dhammapada??hakatha. the Rigveda the
Purapas;%Mahgbharatargamayapa and others such as Sanskrit drama.
Works by modern scholars on lotuses were also consulted. These

data were then assorted, classified and rearranged according to



The thesis is devided into 5 chapters. The first
chapter is an introduction, giving a general remark on the
nature of the problem, the method and the scope of the research,
The second chapter deals with the classication and the nature
of lotuses according to botanists in contrast with those des~

cribed by poets.

Chapter three descyribes the lotuses in Sanskrit litera-~
ture as the symbol of beauty and other virtues. It also mentions

the employment of lotuses in the plot of Sanskrit plays.

Chapter four describes the lotuses in Pali literature
as a symbol of purity and of virtue, both temporal and spiritual,
It also gives a short description of lotus ponds in the Pali

literature.

The researcher concludes her study in the last chapter
in which the differenceés of ideas 'on lotuses in the Pali and
Sanskrit literatures are summarized.' 'Suggestions for further

research are .also given,
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