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Thesis Title An Analytical Study of the Concepts of Self

(Attd) and Not-Self (AnattZ) in Theravada

Philosocphy
Name .Mrs. Cha-urnsri Israngkura Department Philosophy
Academic Year 1973
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this, thesis is to study philosophically the
concepts of Self {attd) add Not-Self (anatta) in Theravdda Buddhism..
This research work consists of 7 chapters ineluding the introduction
and the conclusion. The first one is the Introduction covering the
generél problem, the purpose, the scope, the method of analysis,

' the significance or the benefits of this study and the explanation
of some nomenclatures. The Second ch;pter gives 'the general back=
ground of the philosophical thinking regarding the concept of Self
in Western Philosophy as well as that'of Indian Philosophy and
indicates the similarity and differences between them. The third
' chapter-contitutes the main theme of the research, divided into

3 u@hasesg?the first one 'explains ‘the éuddhist conception of empi-
rical self which is in conformity with the concept of not-self in

the absolute sense. The second phase gives a detailed description

of the Three Signs of Being and the last one interpretes the Bud~

dhist concept of not-self which is its fundamental charecteristic,

compared with the notions of other philosophical systems of the same



Q

trait. The fourth chaptér studies the relation between the self
and the world in connection with the concepts of karma and rebirthe.
The fifth chapter demonstrates the arising and ceasing of the self,
the world and suffering by the Law of Dependent Origination. In
the sixth chapter, an attempt is made on a critical consideration
of the concept of the Absglute or NirQana, the end of self and

suffering which is the summum bonum in Buddhist Pp;}gsophyr The *

last chapter is the con€lusdion of the research concerning the unique

characteristic of the Buddhist conception of the not-self or Mo=-

[

gelf (anattd). In spife of eliminating metaphysics, the Buddha

presented the new metaphysical system of anattavada.
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