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## 4480116822 : MAJOR THAI

KEY WORD: MON / SPIRIT - DANCE / FOLKLORE / WEKHARAO / THAILAND
CHOMCHANOK SONGMITR : SPIRIT - DANCE RITUAL OF THE MON THAIS :
SIGNIFICANCE AND ROLE IN CULTURAL TRANSMISSION. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. SIRAPORN NATHALANG, 136 pp. ISBN 974-17-6749-8.

The objective of this thesis is to collect da on rituals that have performance art as an essential

element. The researcher collected field data d Mon culture in Wekharao Village in Phra
al which can be used to identify ethnic

is are analyzed in their social content.

Since contemporary Mo Hnfa ;‘ h Thai peop many ways such as by trading, by

schooling or by intermarriage, the als.cg cerming - Tits '. ve reduced their roles in Mon society.
The researcher points out that only 2 * \\ ually held after Songkran Festival
still persists and still represents Mon e ideritity. This it that the spirit dancers dance to invite

Chao-Pho, Chao-Mae, Mon ancestral ‘sp  andilici attel to n e present in the ceremony and to accept the

gratitude of the villagers, while the dance of Chag=
L= .“" A A% z

ae through the medium conveys the meaning
that they will protect the v1lla and ; cultural identities of the Mons
which can be seen in the spil ‘y ance ritual are as follo 7 -ﬂ e, the Mon-style of the dance
nsical and@od, the flags and the flying hongsa
emblem that are put up all around the e on that day. The irit-dance ritual plays an important role to the Mon-

MY %@%§ BHDR et e e o i

through the common Momancestors and the relations. The study shows that 83% of the participants are

ARSI DYIBHI Bor roe

Therefore, the spifit-dance ritual plays an important role in uniting the Thais of Mon origin and in maintaining the

movements, the costumes of dancB and part

Mon cultural identity.
Department : Thai Student’s signature %’M 9
Field of study : Thai Advisor’s signature......... s '«NWMN’\M“ “’)/

Academic year 2004
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