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This research aims to apply the geological methodologies in interpretating archaeological data at the

the Tham Lod rockshelter, a prehistoric site in Changwat Mae Hong Son , Northern Thailand. The objectives of this

study are to study relationship among stratigraphy, sedimentology and archaeological records, and to examine land-
;

The classification of the  stratigraphic” sec een made on basis of physical analysis,

and absolute dating (AMS and TL dating

technique). It can be grouped into 4 i series ( o-m cal imescale period as 1) Unit A: Late Pleistocene
Period | (dated approximately beforges ' By \. natural depositional processes. The
lower layer of this unit is lateritic soil an@ ng up \ eque!

J \ d seque o gravel in area 1. It can be assumed
“ “v\ ‘\\?,.. {@ated approximately 32,000 — 10,000
yr. BP).This unit was a complex g Siti ich” mixe: \‘\\.\ ural depositional processes. Cultural

» nts. This unit is composed of high density

D\

an important clue to classify this uni er uf ‘e ne \ lural process was examined in area 1 and 2.

process layer is thick depositio
of artifacts (stone tools, animal rej e of human occupation. They are also
It was characterized by weathered ang g 0" boul of limestones, and deposited as lens having incline
orientation. This unit was clearly proi t B 0C ring this period, which might be caused by the
neotectonic or earthquake in the past. 3.) #Tyﬂ, E" )l Middle Holocene (dated approximately 9980 —

LY

2900 yr. BP). The deposition 6f th sed Dy flooding in the past which were

-
characterized by increasing) 0 fotilfonite). 4.) Unit D: Late Holocene
lv" o

(approximately dates to after Zﬂ yrE soil Er deposit.
The cultural cl ology which implied land use pattern natural resource exploitation, was

established on the basis stratigraﬁnimquence and archa@ological analyses from blocks of random sampling of

each excavated areﬂh%rﬂv&}ii%&] W(ﬁuw»%ﬂsﬂeﬁst was the Late Pleistocene

period | comprise of n”erous stone tools, animal, shells and fish remains. The spatial distribution indicated that the

site was used temporary camp_and_lithi hop, The se eriod_was_the leistocene period I,
Similar of ﬁmﬁalgoﬂe ri t Qh w‘r di fiod. The Third period

is assigned QS the Early Holocene to Middle Holocene Period. Archaeological evidence include transported

potsherds and beads. Therefore, flooding process might be a major factor affecting a re-deposition of archaeological
remains which mixed potsherd and beads together. The fourth period was the Late Holocene Period containing

archaeological remain such as potsherd, beads, iron tools. They can be relatively dated to late Holocenge.
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