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o

ABSTRACT

&

This thesis attempts to study the usage of words and idio-
matic expressions in the Thai language of the Sukhothai period as

compared with their usage/in modern. Thai,

The results of £his research has shown that during the course

of 730 years there were three major changes.

First : the change in the function of words.,  Words of cer-
t»in clesses, nsmely.classifiers, pronouns, titles, negative words,
prepositions, =words indicating measurement, and synonymous compounds,

were not used in the same way as they are in modern Thai.

Second : the, chenge in tﬁe meanings ; Some words which appear
both in the Sukhothal period and in modern Thai are idenfical in
“form but differ in meamingi-whereaspsonme wordé differ'in form but
are identicszl in meaning., In addition, some werds used in the
Sukhothal period are ne longer used in ordinary modern Thai but are
- =till used in some provinciél dialects with the original meaning.

Others have become obsolete,



Third : the change in idiomatic expressions. It has been
found that some idiomatic expreéssions from the Sukhothai period
are still in use in modern Thai with the same_meaning but are
different in their constituent parts, whereas some expressions are
no longer found in ordinary modern Thai but are still found in

some provincial dialects, Others have become obsolete.

The thesis is divided into 4 chéptérs. The first chapter
is sn introduction. It deals with the purpose and scope of the
research. The second chéapter deals with the function and meaning
of words from certain elasées of the Sukhothai period. The third
chspter is about the form and usage of some idiomatic expressions.
The fin2l chsoter is the conclussion and includes suggestions.

It is‘suggested that further research should be made on the following
aspects : the structure of thé Yanguage jof thg Sukhothai period, a
detziled comparative study of the Thai language in three different
periods, i.e. Sukhothai, Ayudhya and Bangkok, and a‘compilation of
3 dictionary of each period with special emphasis on archaic words

found only in such periods.
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