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111. “l flatter myself, that | have discovered an argument of a like nature, which, if just, will, with the

wise and leamed, be an everlasting check to all kinds of superstitious delusion, and consequently,
will be useful as long as the world endures. For so long, | presume, will the accounts of miracles and
prodigies be found in all history, sacred and profane. ...To apply these principles to a particular
instance; we may observe, that there is no species of reasoning more common, more useful, and
even necessary to human life, than that which is derived from the testimony of men, and the reports

of eye — witnesses and spectators.”
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® Ibid., pp. 114 - 1E. 5 of nature; and as a firm and

unalterable experience has establlshed these laws, the proof against a miracle, from the very nature
of the fact, is as e agined. Why is it more
than probable, tha rﬁ ﬁ:ﬁ gjnﬂ ﬂ ﬂjﬁmﬁﬁn ded in the air; that fire
consumes wood, and is extinguished by watef; unless it be, that these events are found agreeable to
o oo AR SRS S 2o
prevent them? Nothing is esteemed a miracle, if it ever happen in the common course of nature. It is
no miracle that a man, seemingly in good health, should die on a sudden: because such a kind of
death, though more unusual than any other, has yet been frequently observed to happen. But it is a
miracle, that a dead man should come to life; because that has never been observed in any age or
country. There must, therefore, be a uniform experience against every miraculous event, otherwise
the event would not merit that appellation. And as a uniform experience amounts to a proof, there is
here a direct and full proof, from the nature of the fact, against the existence of any miracle; nor can

such a proof be destroyed, or the miracle rendered credible, but by an opposite proof, which is superior.”
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“Ibid., p. 114. “A miracle is a volition of the laws nature...”
® Ibid., p. 115. (footnote) “A miracle may be accurately defined, a transgression of a law of

nature by a particular volition of the Deity, or by the interposition of some invisible agent.”
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*Ibid., p. 129. “Though the Being to whom the miracle is ascribed, be, in this case. Almighty,
it does not, upon that account, become a whit more probable; since it is impossible for us to know

the attributes or actions of such a Being.”
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because, in gct. it is contrary to these laws. Thus if a person, claiming a divine authority, should

command a sick person to be well, a healthful man to fall down dead, the clouds to pour rain, the
winds to blow, in short, should order many natural events, which immediately follow upon his
command; these might justly be esteemed miracles, because they are really, in this case, contrary to
the laws of nature... A miracle may either be discoverable by men or not. This alters not its nature
and essence. The raising of a house or ship into the air is a visible miracle. The raising of a feather,
when the wind wants ever so little of a force requisite for that purpose, is as real a miracle, though not

S0 sensible with regard to us.”
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Ib'd p. 110. “Though experience be our only guide in reasoning concerning matters of
fact; it must be acknowledged, that this guide is not altogether infallible, but in some cases is apt to
lead us into errors. One, who in our climate, should expect better weather in any week of June than in
one of December, would reason justly, and conformably to experience; but it is certain, that he may
happen, in the event, to find himself mistaken. However, we may observe, that, in such a case, he
would have no cause to complain of experience; because it commonly informs us beforehand of the

uncertainty, by that contrariety of events, which we may learn from a diligent observation.”
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* Robert J. Fogelin, “The Structure of Hume's Argument”, in A Defense of Hume on Miracles
(Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2003), p. 4. “Hume begins his argument by

reminding his reader of the complexity and fallibility of causal reasoning”
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conclusions as are founded onpmfallible experienqg,he expects the event with the last degree of

assurance, and reﬂjs% E}t’e}%%% ﬁ pw Ejhg}upr%istence of that event. In

other cases, he proégeds with more cautlon He weighs the opposite expenments He considers
and hesita nd whe 11 id at we properly

call probabnlny All probability, then, supposes an opposition of experiments and observations, where

the one side is found to overbalance the other, and to produce a degree of evidence, proportioned to
the superiority. A hundred instances or experiments on one side, and fifty on another, afford a
doubtful expectation of any event; though a hundred uniform experiments, with only one that is
contradictory, reasonably beget a pretty strong degree of assurance. In all cases, we must balance the
opposite experiments, where they are opposite, and deduct the smaller number from the greater, in

order to know the exact force of the superior evidence.”
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David Hume, “Of Miracles”, in Enquiri n ing H i n

concerning the Principles of Morals, 3” ed. L.A. Selby - Bigge (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1982), p. 111. “It will be sufficient to observe that our assurance in any argument of this kind is
derived from no other principle than our observation of the veracity of human testimony, and of the

usual conformity of facts to the reports of witnesses.”
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lbld p. 112. “And 35 e evidence, derw from witnesses and human testimony, is

founded on past eﬁ%g q w&w 5 wﬂ ’} %%d either as a proof or a

probability, according &s the conjunction between any partlcular kind of report and any kind of object
has been be taken into
consideratﬁ mqﬁin\h?mmﬁjﬁnﬂ wjﬁ e determine all
disputes, that may arise concerning them, is always derived from experience and observation.
Where this experience is not entirely uniform on any side, it is attended with an unavoidable
Contrariety in our judgements, and with the same opposition and mutual destruction of argument as
in every other kind of evidence. We frequently hesitate concerning the reports of others. We balance
the opposite circumstances, which cause any doubt or uncertainty; and when we discover a

superiority on any side, we incline to it; but still with a diminution of assurance, in proportion to the

force of its antagonist.”
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several different caus%k from the opposition oof contrary testlmony from the character or number of

the witne Hmtﬁ erl mvﬂ flﬂ?ﬂ Ejlﬁ]n& E‘lon of all these
cnrcumst:ng spici y matter of fact, when the witnesses

contradict each other; when they are but few, or of a doubtful character: when they have an interest

in what they affirm; when they deliver their testimony with hesitation, or on the contrary, with too
violent asseverations. There are many other particulars of the same kind, which may diminish or
destroy the force of any argument, derived from human testimony.”

® Ibid., p. 113.“The reason why we place any credit in witnesses and historians, is not
derived from any connexion, which we perceive a priori, between testimony and reality, but because

we are accustomed to find a conformity between them.”
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* Ibid., p. 113. “I should not believe such a story were it told me by Cato, was a proverbial
saying in Rome, even during the lifetime of that philosophical patriot. The incredibility of a fact, it was

allowed, might invalidate so great an authority.”
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= Ibid., pp. 113-114.“The Indian prince, who refused to believe the first relations concerning
the effects of frost, reasoned justly; and it naturally required very strong testimony to engage his
assent to facts, that arose from a state of nature, with which he was unacquainted, and which bore so
little analogy to those events, of which he had had constant and uniform experience. Though they

were not contrary to his experience, they were not conformabile to it.”
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®Ibid., p. 114. “But in order to encrease the probability against the testimony of witnesses,
let us suppose, that the fact, which they affirm, instead of oeing only marvellous, is really miraculous;
and suppose also, that the testimony considered apart and in itself, amounts to an entire proof; in
that case, there is proof against proof, of which the strongest must prevail, but still with a diminution

of its force, in proportion to that of its antagonist.”
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Ibid., p. 116. “When anyone tells me, that he saw a dead man restored to life, |
immediately consider with myself, whether it be more probable, that this person should either
deceive or be deceived, or that the fact, which he relates, should really have happened. | weigh the
one miracle against the other; and according to the superiority, which | discover, | pronounce my
decision, and always reject the greater miracle. If the falsehood of his testimoy would be more
miraculous, than the event which he releates; then, and not till then, can he pretend to command my

belief or opinion.”



23

£

wuiluidinmalssRmans ﬁqﬁuz«uuﬁdwgﬁuﬁnnnﬂu'luv.mmmuﬁu

Wesdioaudn Musdui 1 unsAn A 1600 Tanmneglupauiiaifiu

081 8 Ju uazaNNAFIEdIANde N saiseaneiit R minuas

damagnnanatialumigen Taeinidunemnaufinduanduuausng 7 fiv
o

naunantudesdeaiy  Teeliflasendauds videdsauylyainay

ey Adaduming sz ihudesdefiinyfagilutlaatiunos

-
e

Auania laieaneNasng ANEUsEIINAING1TUAN
H v
hauiaresiuilusrassthin AATNUNRIINAEAGN nsTguAatuiianaifly

o o - ¥ *, L y o o
LWﬂ:mamsmﬂma‘ﬂfu'ln” TRIgpHE: 5 wilaeasuardenidunangiu

ﬁﬂfhmﬁmsmﬂmssamﬂmmum-"ﬁ‘ﬁ"ﬂ il WNBNATUII A UBNEA L

P v

FaiaseANLNads

gulddnvanisaidAasssd

“Ibid., p ssibly be miracles, or
violations of the usﬂw jA mﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂmﬂj from human testimony;
though, perhaps it W‘H be impossible to find @ny such in all the, recoras of histofi/Thus, suppose, all
coror. n ARG P T B b ) B 0ef e s o

the whole earth for eight days : suppose that the tradition of this extraordinary event is still strong and
lively among the people : that all travellers, who return from foreign countries, bring us accounts of
the same tradition, without the least variation or contradiction : it is evident, that our present
philosophers, instead of doubting the fact, ought to receive it as certain, and ought to search for the
causes whence it might be derived.”

bid., pp. 115 - 116. “That no testimony is sufficient to establish a miracle, unless the
testimony be of such a kind, that its falsehood would be more miraculous, than the fact, which it

endeavours to establish.”
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by a sufficient number of men, If such unquestioned good - sense, education, and learning, as to

secure us against all delusion in themselves; of such undoubted integrity, as to place them beyond
all suspicion of any design to deceive others; of such credit and reputation in the eyes of mankind,
as to have a great deal to lose in case of their being detected in any falsehood; and at the same
time, attesting facts performed in such a public manner and in so celebrated a part of the world, as
to render the detection unavoidable : All which circumstances are requisite to give us a full

assurance in the testimony of men.”
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|bld p. 117. “Secondly. We may observe in human nature a principle which, if strictly
examined, will be found to diminish extremely the assurance, which we might, from human testimony,
have, in any kind of prodigy. ... The passion of surprise and wonder, arising from miracles, being an
agreeable emotion, gives a sensible tendency towards the belief of those events, from which it is
derived. And this goes so far, that even those who cannot enjoy this pleasure immediately, nor can
believe those miraculous events, of which they are informed, yet love to partake of the satisfaction at

second-hand or by rebound, and place a pride and delight in exciting the admiration of others."
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miraculous relationsfithat they are observed chiefly to abound among ignorant and barbarous
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have receivq m i t 'an ancestors, transmi them with that

inviolable sanction and authority, which always attend received opinions. When we peruse the first

histories of all nations, we are apt to imagine ourselves transported into some new world; where the
whole frame of nature is disjointed, and every element performs its operations in a different manner,
from what it does at present.... It is strange, a judicious reader is apt to say, upon the perusal of
these wonderful historians, that such prodigious events never happen in our days. But it is nothing
strange, | hope, that men should lie in all ages. You must surely have seen instances enough of that

frailty.”
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that is not op&)sed by an infinite number of witnesses; so that not only the miracle destroys the credit

4 LVI'Q”IN'VII?IN'II’]JJH'H LA mnj

of testimony, but the testimony destroys itself ... Every miracle, therefore, pretended to have been
wrought in any of these religions (and all of them abound in miracles), as its direct scope is to
establish the particular system to which it is attributed; so has it the same force, though more
indirectly, to overthrow every other system. In destroying a rival system, it likewise destroys the credit
of those miracles, on which that system was established: so that all the prodigies of different religions
are to be regarded as contrary facts, and the evidences of these prodigies, whether weak or strong,

as opposite to each other.”
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