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BUSSARA KEMTHONG : MERGER OF POLITICAL PARTIES : IMPACT ON
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The mergers of political parties in accordance with the 1997 Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand and the Political Parties Constitutional Act of 1998 did not include
the criteria for such mergers. This resulted ina lin a lack of cUipulations in terms of the
ranking and status of party list membets ”r ment who did not merge with major
political party. /

This research has
cases : merging that took plac

lltlcal parties resulted from two

nouncement by the Election

Committee. Mergers prior t lection Committee have never

taken place and there are ng from happening. If such a

. \‘i\\ members of parliament as
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well as those who are ne ¢ Waiting li s 2 done since it is a merger
- ' \

carried out for the purpose of sgfuding ascaths ¢ m lltlcal purposes. Therefore, a

es: that, win ‘below five percent of the seats to
g

enter into any mergers prior #0 afin I: ww Election Committee. In cases where

a merger takes place after thefElgction mitiee pannounces the results it can occur
either through merging with a majo ¢ 2 ¥ or by establishing a new party. In the
first case, if a merger Gl politic: if one were to follow the

government's stability by

{ @ove up the next party list

MP or person next on thewwaiting list of a major political party or a party list member of

a party that has been mergdd sthat submits a pétition to the parliament's ombudsman for
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to merge with a mafor political party wxll find this cannot be done as it conflicts with the
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each party should be picked alternation from one party to another to determine which

political party should rank first with a name on the waiting list in order to ensure fairness.
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