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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims at 2/ gystematic and analytical study of
the history of the Samancpas / from-the besinning up to the present time.
The study reveals that Rahula's rpequest of Lord Buddha®s property
results in the cstablishment of thce Samancras as a clags of active
participants in the Buddhist, Conirosations By the Buddha's permission
Rshula was ordained by Sariputta as the first Samencra. Samancras arc
closcly related to the Bhikkhus as their personal attendants. Being
older than the Samancras, the Bhikkhus assume the position of tcachors,

tcaching knowledses appropriatc to their bacsrround,

Jith limited number of preccpts to) observe, but almost
identical way of livings with thot of the Bhikkhus, the Samancras have
various roleswithird thie Buddhist Communities since thojBuddha’s time.
Thoir virtucs, wisdom and supernatural power are recosnized and
recorded in many Buddhist toits, includins the Tripitoka itscif. In
spite of the fact that the Samancras arc as & rule younser and are
ordained under sceveral motives, meny Samencras, sush as Sankicca and

Nirrodha have made contributions to the Good namec of Buddhisme.
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