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Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their
Parts and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations

Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

Preamble

The States Parties to this Protocol, N \\\ ////

Aware of the urgent need to gm-eo, mb@ amﬁ% the illicit manufacturing of and

, owing to the harmful effects

&\ as a whole, endangering the
ment an ir right to live in peace,

<&

Convinced, therefore, of the ] ! ppropriate measures to this end,

trafficking in firearms, their

of those activities on the s

well-being of peoples, thei

Recalling General Assembly resolutlorrﬂaﬂll ecember 1998, in which the Assembly

= - \,l“" A2 ]
_m rmxttee for the purpose of

decided to establish an :Yen-ended miéféov&nin
1ona1 organized crime and

ional iljfjrument combating the illicit

manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and ammunition,
g 38 P p

AU INYNINYINT

Bearing in mind thﬂ.brmmple of equal rlghts and self- determmatlon of peoples as enshrined in

the Chzﬂi n?xvrm a ational Law

concerning Erien e atxons and ooperatlon among States in accordance with the Charter of

elaborating a compreheE"' =TSR

of discussing the elabora@l of, inter alia,

the United Nations,

Convinced that supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized
Crime with an international instrument against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in
firearms, their parts and components and ammunition will be useful in preventing and combating

those crimes,
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Have agreed as follows:

I. General provisions

Article 1

o

Relation wit} ations Convention
snational Org d Crime
1. This Protocol supplements ations Convention against Transnational Organized

Crime. It shall be interpreted

mutandis, to this Protocol unless

2. The provisions of the C
otherwise provided herein:
3. The offences establish his Protocol shall be regarded as

offences established in accor

T X

£
1 is to promote, facilitate and stre@hen cooperation among States

The purpose of this Pro '

Parties in order to prevent, icombat and eradicateythe illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in

reams, i ot arpondifapign | £ 7173

U

RIAINTU I INEA Y

Use of terms

For the purposes of this Protocol:
(a) “Firearm” shall mean any portable barrelled weapon that expels, is designed to expel or may
be readily converted to expel a shot, bullet or projectile by the action of an explosive, excluding

antique firearms or their replicas. Antique firearms and their replicas shall be defined in
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accordance with domestic law. In no case, however, shall antique firearms include firearms
manufactured after 1899;

(b) “Parts and components” shall mean any element or replacement element specifically designed
for a firearm and essential to its operation, including a barrel, frame or receiver, slide or cylinder,
bolt or breech block, and any device designed or adapted to diminish the sound caused by firing a

firearm,;

(¢) “Ammunition” shall mean the co components, including cartridge cases,

primers, propellant powder, bull&; :
components are themselves ﬁoaz&mn __-‘-_:ve State Party;
(d) “Illicit manufacturing” shal : Wbly of firearms, their parts and

components or ammunition:

sed in a firearm, provided that those

(ii) Without a licence or

manufacture or assembly

l." =
=

b 1
o

(e) “Illicit trafficking” s M e nnpor£ ;%‘?s

transfer of firearms, theigfparts and components \ from or across the territory of

ale, delivery, movement or

one State Party to that of‘;other State Part ¢ of the ﬂtes Parties concerned does not

authorize it in accordance withsthe terms of thisProtocol or if the firearms are not marked in

s R BFREN I NN T

(/) “Tracing” shall%'nean the systematic tlgckmg of ﬁrearms and, where poss1ble, their parts and

s LA X B4 | i s

competent authorities of States Parties in detecting, investigating and analysing illicit

manufacturing and illicit trafficking.
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Article 4

Scope of application

1. This Protocol shall apply, except as otherwise stated herein, to the prevention of illicit
manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and ammunition and to

the investigation and prosecution of offences established in accordance with article 5 of this

Protocol where those offences are %wp}mre and involve an organized criminal

group.
2. This Protocol shall not aj

@to sde UQ; state transfers in cases where
3 f a State Party to take action in the

the application of the Protocol

interest of national security co ited Nations.

establish as criminal offences the foljewqxg-ppn /hen committed intentionally:

(a) Ilicit manufacturmg’bx firearms, thelr parts "Ld;ﬂ‘"

(b) Illicit trafficking in

(c) Falsifying or illicitly o@terating, re m@dng(s) on firearms required by

article 8 of this Protocol.

N (T LT TUT £ TETIAT S

establish as cnmln:?fl offences the following conduct:

500 1 R A A S i

accomphcgm an offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article; and
(b) Organizing, directing, aiding, abetting, facilitating or counselling the commission of an

offence established in accordance with paragraph 1 of this article.

Article 6

Confiscation, seizure and disposal
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1. Without prejudice to article 12 of the Convention, States Parties shall adopt, to the greatest
extent possible within their domestic legal systems, such measures as may be necessary to enable
confiscation of firearms, their parts and components and ammunition that have been illicitly
manufactured or trafficked.

2. States Parties shall adopt, within their domestic legal systems, such measures as may be
necessary to prevent illicitly manufactured and trafficked firearms, parts and components and

ammunition from falling into the haan *l%persons by seizing and destroying such

firearms, their parts and compo }ss other disposal has been officially
_———

authorized, provided that WVe been we methods of disposal of those
firearms and ammunition W 1

I1. Prevention

Each State Party shall ensure the mainte: 1
=7 a# ...-__.-" :.!. -

relation to firearms ap& where appropriate and m ;: arts and components and

ammunition that is necessary to trace and ide

and, where appropriate and

i
feasible, their parts andj:omponents an unition whicﬂ are illicitly manufactured or

trafficked and to prevent and'detect such activities@Such information shall include:

(a) The appropri M&J fg’ m&ﬂm iprgj q ﬂ ﬁ

(b) In cases invo vmg international trapsactions in ﬁrg'ms their parts ﬁd components and

s oo il et e el orzatons, e

country o? export, the country of import, the transit countries, where appropriate, and the final

recipient and the description and quantity of the articles.

Article 8

Marking of firearms

1. For the purpose of identifying and tracing each firearm, States Parties shall:
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(a) At the time of manufacture of each firearm, either require unique marking providing the name
of the manufacturer, the country or place of manufacture and the serial number, or maintain any
alternative unique user-friendly marking with simple geometric symbols in combination with a
numeric and/or alphanumeric code, permitting ready identification by all States of the country of
manufacture;

(b) Require appropriate simple marking on each imported firearm, permitting identification of the

country of import and, where poss1ble, ﬂg&)&l{ W rt and enabling the competent authorities

of that country to trace the ﬁream._‘ a uniq , if the firearm does not bear such a
e — __--lﬂr

marking. The requirementgg}_maragﬁph prlied to temporary imports of
e, N
firearms for verifiable laww 7T EN

(¢) Ensure, at the time of tr. T

the appropriate unique marki
country.
2. States Parties shall enc

the removal or alteration of m

.:'l Deactzvatzan of ﬁrem

A State Party that does jn;t recogmze a ge llrearm asj firearm in accordance with its

domestic law shﬁ take the'necessary measures, ineluding the establishment of specific offences

puﬂh’gnm %al:mg‘ w ﬂvg}ﬂréms consistent with the

following general prmc1ples of deactivatign:

o Mk o R ERHA Y 3 A e e s

mcapableqof removal, replacement or modification in a manner that would permit the firearm to

if appropriate, fo

be reactivated in any way;

(b) Arrangements are to be made for deactivation measures to be verified, where appropriate, by a
competent authority to ensure that the modifications made to a firearm render it permanently
inoperable;

(¢) Verification by a competent authority is to include a certificate or record attesting to the

deactivation of the firearm or a clearly visible mark to that effect stamped on the firearm.
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Article 10

General requirements for export, import and transit licensing or authorization systems

1. Each State Party shall establish or maintain an effective system of export and import licensing

or authorization, as well as of measurqs ﬁ}w transit, for the transfer of firearms, their
parts and components and ammu

2. Before issuing export licwlhorfﬁtmwms of firearms, their parts and

components and ammunition, e ha

(a) That the importing States

_...'-'- .r-:____;

the quantity of the firearms, their parts and cgnipomition and, whenever there is

in advance to the transit Sges. - j.l‘j

4. The importing State Partyshall, upon request, inform the exporting State Party of the receipt of

e disptched stfpineptoEEhcago ekt bidcoRHofers & miicon

5. Each State Pary shall, within avallab&e means, take such measures as may be necessary to
e ) 5 o Pl A 408 i ot
or authoriZation documents can be verified or validated.

6. States Parties may adopt simplified procedures for the temporary import and export and the
transit of firearms, their parts and components and ammunition for verifiable lawful purposes

such as hunting, sport shooting, evaluation, exhibitions or repairs.
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Article 11

Security and preventive measures

In an effort to detect, prevent and eliminate the theft, loss or diversion of, as well as the illicit

manufacturing of and trafficking in, ﬁrearms, their parts and components and ammunition, each

State Party shall take appropriate meas \
(@) To require the security of ﬁr@ nents and ammunition at the time of

manufacture, import, export Mougl"its tm

(b) To increase the effectnvy_‘

appropriate, border controls,

..--i'__,

case-specific mformatlp‘_pn matters such as 1I;uthonpe_d‘

and, whenever possible iers of

g:dealers importers, exporters
ts and ammunition.

2. Without prejudice to arﬁjes 27 an 1on, Sta;e} Parties shall exchange among
themselves, consistent with their, respective domestic legal and administrative systems, relevant

omaion n ittt ) Y1 £V WEI T

(a) Organized cnmnal groups known to take part or suspected of takm part in the illicit
i ARG N TR X WQW“MW

(b) The méans of concealment used in the illicit manufacturing of or trafficking in firearms, their
parts and components and ammunition and ways of detecting them;

(¢) Methods and means, points of dispatch and destination and routes customarily used by
organized criminal groups engaged in illicit trafficking in firearms, their parts and components
and ammunition; and

(d) Legislative experiences and practices and measures to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit

manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and components and ammunition.
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3. States Parties shall provide to or share with each other, as appropriate, relevant scientific and
technological information useful to law enforcement authorities in order to enhance each other’s
abilities to prevent, detect and investigate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms,
their parts and components and ammunition and to prosecute the persons involved in those illicit
activities.

4. States Parties shall cooperate in the tracing of firearms, their parts and components and

ammunition that may have been illici red or trafficked. Such cooperation shall

K
include the provision of prompt o re

parts and components and aw—wuhmhvaﬂ;ﬁr

, EysteWatlonal agreements, each State

istance in tracing such firearms, their

5. Subject to the basic conce

Party shall guarantee the ¢

1. States Parties shall cb

l,‘g L=
@
-t
&
s»"

nal anﬁntemational levels to prevent,
combat and eradicate the d‘hﬂ manufacturing ef ,and trafficking in firearms, their parts and

compenes sodinriailod ) Y| )91 T WEI V713

2. Without prejudqt!e to article 18, paragrgph 13, of the Conventlon each State Party shall identify
i QR ) e e
matters rélating to this Protocol.

3. States Parties shall seek the support and cooperation of manufacturers, dealers, importers,
exporters, brokers and commercial carriers of firearms, their parts and components and

ammunition to prevent and detect the illicit activities referred to in paragraph 1 of this article.
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Article 14

Training and technical assistance

States Parties shall cooperate with each other and with relevant international organizations, as
appropriate, so that States Parties may receive, upon request, the training and technical assistance
necessary to enhance their ability to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and

unition, including technical, financial

trafficking in firearms, their parts and

and material assistance in those 9 and 30 of the Convention.

1. With a view to preve bating. icit manufa g of and trafficking in firearms,
their parts and compone it parties that have not yet done so shall

consider establishing a syst: i ivities of those who engage in brokering.

a) Requiring registration of broker. ) ng : eir territory;
(a) Requiring reg K_Jw{ﬁﬁ_ : ry;

.--,.-—,.r'

(¢) Requiring disclosure’ on import and €x] “aufhorizations, or accompanying
documents, of the names and location brokers involved in thﬂansaction.
2. States Parties that have established a system ofiy.thorization regarding brokering as set forth in

paragraph 1 ofﬂ Mﬂe'}%g%ij %‘% W'qu cﬂm‘éjers and brokering in their

exchanges of info M-natlon under amcle of this Protocol and to retain records regarding brokers

o QT ﬂﬁfﬂﬂ%‘?‘ﬂ NYIRY

I11. Final provisions

Article 16
Settlement of disputes
1. States Parties shall endeavour to settle disputes concerning the interpretation or application of

this Protocol through negotiation.
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2. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or application of
this Protocol that cannot be settled through negotiation within a reasonable time shall, at the
request of one of those States Parties, be submitted to arbitration. If, six months after the date of
the request for arbitration, those States Parties are unable to agree on the organization of the
arbitration, any one of those States Parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of
Justice by request in accordance with the Statute of the Court.

3. Each State Party may, at the time of\i ratification, acceptance or approval of or
accession to this Protocol, declasﬁ@:t it does l@l itself bound by paragraph 2 of this
article. The other States Parttm-h‘&ﬂ—-‘_-not be ﬂ)und h 2 of this article with respect to

any State Party that has madyﬂ/ \

4. Any State Party that has m

i a%rdmce with paragraph

3 of this article may at any ti

of the United Nations. (- 4 sl

A

by :.'u{. \

P g7
. JLJﬂ i T l d .
Signature, ra zcgiﬁzggcg@ :‘p al and accession
= = :
i _.'_,.-I"'I e ‘. ,_, “il.hl-l-. ) )
1. This Protocol shall be_ppen to all States for signature atm%atlons Headquarters in New
York from the thirtieth day ‘Genera mbly until 12 December 2002.
| el

2. This Protocol shall alsgje open for signa y regional ecgﬂomic integration organizations

provided that at least one gmember State of such organization has signed this Protocol in

weortacevin et R 13 W EI 1719

3. This Protocol ﬁjsubject to ratxﬁcatlogg acceptance or approval Instruments of ratification,
e AL E S LR L —
regional economic integration organization may deposit its instrument of ratification, acceptance
or approval if at least one of its member States has done likewise. In that instrument of
ratification, acceptance or approval, such organization shall declare the extent of its competence
with respect to the matters governed by this Protocol. Such organization shall also inform the
depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence.

4. This Protocol is open for accession by any State or any regional economic integration

organization of which at least one member State is a Party to this Protocol. Instruments of
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accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations. At the time of its
accession, a regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence
with respect to matters governed by this Protocol. Such organization shall also inform the

depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence.

Article 18

2

1. This Protocol shall enter m@'ﬂle nﬁleum the date of deposit of the fortieth
instrument of ratification, / ‘ m
force before the entry in

instrument deposited by

cept that it shall not enter into

ose of this paragraph, any

additional to those deposi

‘ﬂ'
the relevant instrument or on the datcﬁ?r 0

& -
,.-‘-; a‘;.«-* b

this article, whichever iﬁe later. i

Artlcle

ﬂuﬂ'mmwwmm
.U SN LY L AR ALY

Protocol miay propose an amendment and fil nited Nations,
who shall thereupon communicate the proposed amendment to the States Parties and to the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention for the purpose of considering and deciding on the
proposal. The States Parties to this Protocol meeting at the Conference of the Parties shall make

every effort to achieve consensus on each amendment. If all efforts at consensus have been

exhausted and no agreement has been reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort, require for
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its adoption a two-thirds majority vote of the States Parties to this Protocol present and voting at
the meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

2. Regional economic integration organizations, in matters within their competence, shall exercise
their right to vote under this article with a number of votes equal to the number of their member

States that are Parties to this Protocol. Such organizations shall not exercise their right to vote if

their member States exercise theirs and vice versa.
3. An amendment adopted in accordaq ‘x’ f?} h 1 of this article is subject to ratification,
acceptance or approval by State & /

4. An amendment adopted ? with pMst article shall enter into force in

respect of a State Party ninety days aiter the date osit with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations of an instrumeat of 2 ificati ceor jroval of such amendment.

5. When an amendment ¢i nié forge, it shal i ose States Parties which have
expressed their consent .o » ¥ s shall still be bound by the

provisions of this Protocol and any r am s that they have ratified, accepted or

approved.

1. A State Party may deno“m&thls Protocol by itten notification to the Secretary-General of

T L e

the notification b)ﬂhe Secretary- General

- RRARIASRIHNS I

of its member States have denounced it.
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Article 21
Depositary and languages

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated depositary of this Protocol.
2. The original of this Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undeisi lem being duly authorized thereto by

s

Nations.

their respective Governments, haye

AU INENTNEINS
RINNIUNRINYAY
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